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| 7 I come now to pay 
ze your lordship the Fires 
1 haue owed you cuer ſince our 
Jong diſcourſe in one. of the f{ides 
Chappels of S, Germanes church y 
when we ſpent moſt part of the 
afternoone in examining and weis- 
hing, which of the ſcuerall Res 
Elms that att preſent haue cours 
ſe in the wars , a prudent man 
Should rationally venture his ſoule 
vpon. - It ſeemed to me that. it-was 
not a {mall ſteppe Thad aduanced in 


'obraining your aflent tothe Catho» 


like,when your lordship acknowleds 
gcd great defects. of :{eueralliFin- 
dcs, in all others; and that ours; was 
adorned with more comelineſfe and 
Maieſty , was maintained with more 
orderlynefſe and prudence,was prop- 
ped-vith more powerfull meanes to 
A-ij 


SS « 7 a. *.X 
FS _ A 2 
- EIN bs "2: 2186] 
SP Beg 
\ AW. Jos. " 2 : 
- EET: | 
M rH, 


=—_ 


"0 4 a. 8 ; : 
-” 7 Or InrALLIBILITY 


en vnity among the profeſ- 
ors,and in the _—_— courſe of 
it was replenished with more effica- 
cious motiues to incite men to the 
loue of God., then any of the others. 
Burt withall , you profefled char 
there were ſome particulars of fo 
harddigeſtion in it , as you could 
notwinneof your {elfe ro yield your 
aſlcar vnto them ; Nor were perſua- 
deLchar the authority from when- 
ce ve recciue our faith was infalli- 
ble, but thar in all thoſe particu- 
lars it | had varyed and ſwarued 
frow what in the. beginning was 
taught by Chriſt and had bin prea- 
ched throughout the world by his 
Apoſtles. Whar I replyed hereunto, 
ſeemed; to your lordship out of the 
ordinary tracke of thoſe who now 
adayes vic to handle controuerſies. 
Andvir is bur iuſt, rhar ro ſo ſubli- 
me aFitt as yours is , arguments of 
a higher ſtraine should be offercd 
then ſuch as are prefſed to, vulgar 
capaciries. For as the ordinary at 
of mankinde , haue their vnder- 
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ſtanding 'farisfyed with barely loo- 
king vpon God in quality-of a Jud+ 
ge, that punisheth or rewardcth 
according as men haue obeyed of 
tranſgreſſed his lawes: ſo is the en- 
quiry of what they are to do or b+- 
leene, at an end, when thoſe vnro 
whoſe conduct Gods prouidence 
hath committed them , do pro- 
nounce his decrees to them ina le- 
giſlatiue way. Bur fo piercing a iud- 
gement as yours that knoweth rhe- 
re is an orderly and naturall con+ 
nexion betyeene all cauſes and their 
effects , and thar ſuſpeerth;nor God 
Almighty ofhauin », 9 mankin- 
deto a meecre arbitrary lawfortheba- 
re Shewing of his authority and the 
exerciſing of their obedience; will 
not be appayed , without hauing ſo 
me ſcantling of the Why; aſwell as 
of the What, you are to do and to 
belecue. Should we therefore ap» 
prehend their lotrt to be the wor- 
ſe, that are cndoved with the emi- 
nenteſt talents ; ſince ſo much labor 
and paincs is necellary to the quie- 
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ting of rheir doubts; when as = 
.peaple acquieſce fo cally ro whar 
they- are plainely taught 2 No- 
thing leffe. For though it is true,the 
difliculty be great in ouercoming 
their ſtrong reluſtance : yet , that 
once done, the vigorous progrefle 
they afrerwardes make, recompen- 
derh to the full the precedent pai- 
nes in wreſtling with their reluctant 
I —_ and their oppoling 
reaſons. Whereas new :ſtormes are 
calily raiſed by any crofle wind that 
Shall blow vpon the others flexible 
nature. S. Auguſtines long irreſo- 
lutenefſe , his anxious Gking of 
truth;and his difficult rendring him 
4clfe voto ir, was followed and crow- 
mcd with admirable perfection in his 
owne particular , and with vnſpea- 
kable aduantages rothe Church of 
God in generall : fo as he is the 
oncly faint in heauen after S. Paul, 
thar hath the day of his conuerfion 
celebrated in the Church. Hence 
1s it thatIamnort one of rhoſc who 
wonder that your lordship is ſo long 
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before you come into the fould 
that encloſeth and fſecureth ys. 
You were nor whom L rake you rp 
bez. if you, should -yicld «ft your 
weapons before you. were fully con- 
uinced ; or be conuinced before you 
haue ſearched into the-botrome of 
the queſtion, To putt you into 
the way of receining an entire hap- 
py defeatc in. this conflict, I rooke 
the frecdome toreprefent vato yqu 
{uch conliderations as had bin her- 
erofore moſt prevalent with me , 
when I had great. vnquictneCle ip 
beleeujing whar I was taught cill my 
reaſon was conuinced that I should 
do vnreaſonably if I gaue not my 
afſegt thereunto, . Nor that 1.am 
{o vaine as to thinke that.tay/pro- 
per poore ſtocke can furnish ought 
that you already abound not more 
plenrtifully with, Bur it hath bin 
my - good fortune; ( that is to ſay, 
Gods, Grace hath bin ſo 'mercitull 
ro me;) that I hauc mett with a kno- 
ving and judicious guide, ro leade 
mg through this darke and. intriy 
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cate {abyrinth. Whar I had for- 
merly deriued from him for my 
owne ſatisfaction in this marter, I 
rendered to you- for yours. ' And 
wherein I fell shorr, by deliuering 
you but a lame coppy ( according 
ro my meane $Kill ) of ſo excellent 
an originall:, 1 referred you either 
To his learned writinges or to his 
fuller conuerſation. For your lord- 
$hip knowerth, he beareth you ſo 
great reſpe&, thar _ any leaſt 
intimarion from you, he would pur- 
poſely make a iorney to you from 
any remore place to do you ferui- 
ce. In the meane time, 1 endea- 
uouredto take a' ſuruay as well as 
1 could of the whole race that Man 
runneth ; from the firſt momenr of 
his being produced a reaſonnable 
creature, to the laſt periode of his 
iorney, when he is ſetrled for euer 
-in a ſtate. of permanency. For in 
ſuch a ſubiect, the ſymmetry of rhe 
whole, and the due cohorence of 
the ___ are of great weight with 
prudent and ſolide men. This can 
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not be completely nor orderly do- 
ne, without firſt ſerrling firmely 
the fundamenrall- principle , That 
Mans ſouleis immortall and incor- 
ruptible, and ſurujueth zrernally 
afrer the death of tre body. Inthe 
next place, I applycd my ſelfe to 
Shew, how the different courſes of 
lining in this world, do begerr in the 
furure, different conditions of hap= 
pineſſe or miſery , each of them ex- 
ceeding, beyond all conceiuable pre= 

ortion, the goods or ecuils of this 
ife. Then , ypon conſideration of 
the difficulty , or rather impoſſt- 
bility, for mankinde to arriue to the 
aſſured knowledge of thoſe pathes 
which are neceſlary tor him to wal- 
ke in tobring himro Beatitude, that 
ſo his ſteppes might be ſteady and 
bold ones ; I concluded, that ſince 
God would have dealed more har- 
dly with' mankinde then with all 
other creatures belides, if ro eue- 
ry one of them he had aſſigned due 
and proportionable meanes to brin 
them tro the vtmoſt periode of their 


> 30 Or .INFALEIBILITY. 
nature,.and should haue lefronely : 1 
| him in the darke among incuitable | 
precipes; Ir was certaine he had be- 
queatheg' ro him, a ſcience or art 
whereby. ro gouerne himſelte and 

teere his courſe ſo as te beableto 

axriue ſafely into his wished haven , 
and. rothat end which he was crea- 

ted for.. And laſtly , I vrged , rhat 

Ince the men who liuc in ages af- 

ter his who taught them this ſcience 

{ which we call Religion ) can not 
'be concemed to rcceluc it immedia- 


tly. from hismouth ; They would fall 
17 |backerto an incertitude he diſtreſ- 
{ed condition equall ro the former,if 
Þ<hadnor ſertl;d as infalliblea mea- 
np&s..t0, canuey. entixely to them this 
Tents 4s in; it ſelfe it is an infal- 
ible guide.ro bring them to. Bea- 
ZHifude, And thence I procceded 
to cſtaÞlish thar rule wich keeperh 
vs Catholikes in vnity among our . 
felues , and in {ſecurity that wee 
are in the right way. 
This was the ſcope of our con- 
ference.then : which compriſing {6 


ks 
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many , ſo weighty , and ſodifficult 
pointes , thata few houres conuer- 
{ation was roo fcanty atime todiſfcul- 
ſe them as they ought ro be;; 1 pro- 
miſed to giue your lordship in wri- 
ting a ſuramary colle@ion of ſome 
of \ fab important reflections I 
had made vpon them. : The doin 
whereof , is the ſubiect, of the tol- 
loving diſcourſe. 


THE FIRST CHAPTER 
Of miſtaken demonſtrations. 


N this courſe that I haye pro- 

poſed to my ſelfe , my firſt 'en- 
deauour mult be ro prooue,rthat the 
ſoule of man is immogall ; nei- 
rher dying when the body | dyerh; 
nor being liable to corruption or de 
ſtru&ion after ir is ſeuered from the 
body , either through defeCtible 
po__ in it (elfe, or by. the- vio- 
cence of any outward agent worki 
vpon it. 1 conceiue 1 haue fully 
performed this in a former trea- 
tiſe, that L haue written ypon this 
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ſubie&. Bur 1 may reſonably ap- 
prehend that the length of that, 
and the heape of various arguments 
cumulated there one vpon anorher, 
may nor obraine from a ,perſon ſo 
full of great employments as your 
lordship is , that diſcuſſion which 
belongerh 'roeuery one of them in 
articular. to be ſecure of the con- 
Los drawne out of them; which 
requireth greater leiſure, then your 
aQiue and ſolicirous charges do' al- 
low you: And therefore I will he- 
re fele@t ſome few of the chiefe of 
thoſe which that treatiſe abounderh 
vith ; And will endeauour to ma- 
kethem as plaine asIcan, thar rhe 


diſcerning of the demonſtration - 


which I'conceiue is contained ih 
them , may not oblige youto labou- 
ring meditation , and Metaphyli- 
call abſtractions ( in which no 
-man can fly with a ſtronger wing 
then you , when your leiſure 
can allow you the time and quietr 
of minde that is neceſſary for ſuch 
eatertainements ) But may be ob- 
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uious to you vpon ſuch. preſent re- 
fletion as the a a of your 
preſent affaires can afford you, My 
ayme, and HOPE » is to prooue this 
truth fully and cuidently : That is to 
ſay, to makea firme demonſtration 
a which no ſolide oppo- 
ſition can be produced to weaken 
it; and by which a juditious and 
ſubtile vnderſtanding $hall be fully 
appayed and quiered. To know 
when thar is done, it will not be 
amiſſe ( before we enter into the 


ſubſtance of the queſtion ) to con- 
ſider in short, the nature ofa rcrue 


demonſtrarion ; that ſo we may be 
ſure not to be decciucd by ſeeming 
proofes : which how many or how 
plauſible ſocuer, can bur perſuade 
opinion ; neuer force aſſurance, 
Some there haue beene , who 
hauec thought that a multirude of 
reaſons , may haue the force ro 
proue and conuince that, which no 
one of them lingle, can reach to 
do. As anweyr 19. 6 in our preſent 
caſe;zthey produce for the ſoules 
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immortaliry , numerous teſtimo- 
nies of great men , both ſuch as 
haue beene eminent in narurail 
Enowledge , and ſuch -as are eſt,- 
med for ' ſupernaturall illumina - 
rions; and ro theſe, they adde their 
owne morall and narurall conſfidera- 
rions : for example; thar, ſince ir 
can 'not be doubred bur that God 


is both wiſe and iuvſt , and conſe- 


quently will reward or punish euery 
man according as he hath deſferued 
or demeritcd ; and yet we ſce that 
ſuch lottes do nor alwayes beryde 
men in this life ; It followeth, thar 


there muſt be an other life after this. 


here, wherein men $hall reape the 
harueſt'rhey haue ſowne vpon the 


earth, Againe;Thart, ſeing all crea- 


tures who hane ſoules do mour 
themſelues; and that no inanimate 
creature , can do fo ; Irfolloweth, 
that the ſoule is the vertue and 


principle by which an animal is 


mooued. Bur if the {oule can make 
an other rhing mooue it ſelfe , ir 
cannot be doubrced but that $she 
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hath-in her ſelfe the power of mo- 
ning her owne ſelfe. Now , life 
conſiſting in a thing's mouing ir 
{elfe, ir is cleare that whar can da 
{o, hath within it ſelfe wihour the 
helpe of ought elfe , a principle of 
liuing ; and 'conſequently is nor fub 
iect ro dying. Afrerall thefe , and 
many more ſuche plauſible argu- 
ments, they conclude , that how- 
beit neuer a one of them alone 
can be accounted a d:zmonſtrarion; 
yertallof them in bulke haue rhe 
ſtrength to conuince and quiett a 
rationall man. I wil nor here exa« 
mine what force they may haue 
ouer the ynderſtanding of a moral 
—_ perſon, who in debates be- 
ore him vſcth ro inquire no fur- 


ther then whether {ide is the more 


grauely and the more learnedly dit- 
puted: Bar moſt certaine ir is , that 


if they come before a fubrile Me- 


taphylitian ora cunning Logitian, 
they will fall mainely $hort. Fof 
when 'ſuch a one $hall haue rigo- 


rouſly diſcuſſed each particular ar- 
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gument , and Shall haue found 
euery one of them to-be deficient 
in ſome regard or other ; he will 
conclude ,, that- no more then ma- 
ny: nothinges can ecuer be -multi- 
plyed ſoas ro make ſomething; no 
otherwiſe can neuer ſo many appa- 
rent proofes ( which being bur ſuch, 
arcin truth no proofes)) cuer arriuc 
co conſtitute one reall propfe. 
Others there are , who fixing 
themſelues vpon ſome one argu- 
ment, do not conſider in it the ma- 
reriall nature of ir ; Thar is to ſay, 
what connexion the medium on 
which they build their proofe, hath 
with the cffe@ or propoſition that 
they conclude our of it : bur onely, 
whicher their argument be difficulr 
ro be ſolued, or no. As for exam- 
ple ; a perſon of great eminency 
and reputation for learning , did 
vſc toputt the following argument 
ro proue that it was poſhble for In- 
finite ro haue an actuall and reall 
being :Namely. There is no incon- 
ucnicace that God almighty should 
pro- 
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produce att one inſtant as many An- 
gels as he can produce in that in- 

ant. Suppoſe then that hedoth ſo. 
Whichifhe do,themultirude of them 
wil be greater then any determinate 
number wharſocuer ; and conle- 

uently , that multitude will be in- 
fire. Therefore an infinite multiru- 
de is not impoſſible. This argument 
hath perplexed many great wits and 
learned men ; Bur it we looke ſtric- 
tly vpon it, we may obferue how it 
it is not formed out of the no- 
tion of the ſubic@t in queſtion 
(that is , of infinite) bur , out of 
the quality of God almighty and 
the Logicall notion of Poſlibiliry: 
And ſo, may be a hard argument, 
bur not a demonſtration. And will 
appeare to be a fallacy, if one re- 
fle&eth thar the notion of infinity 
may agree to a thing in potenria, 
bur not toa thing in Aft : And the- 
refore it can not be ſuppoſed rt at 
God hath done or will do all thar he 
cando. According to which courſe, 
ifin this. queſtion of the ſoulesim- 
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morrtaliry , they frame a ſubtile ar- 
gumenr/out of what is common to 
all-formes , or our of the nature 
common to all {oules; and withall 
diſcecne nor how it may be vntyed; 
They preſently perſuade them(el- 
ues they haue demonſtrated whar 
they inrended. Nay , though their 
diſcourſe be drawne bur our of the 
Logicall norions of conrrarics , of 
antecedents , and conſequents, or 
-our of ſome parity betweene the 
tubic& they treate of and ſome 
other they compare it to; they 
ftraight flatter themſelucs with a 
conceit that they are arriued to 
ſcience in. that point, Nor conlide- 
zing/, that ts kay , requireth that 
one be abſolutly cerraine that his 
proofe be a firme demonſtration; 
and not onely, that it be ſuch an 
implicared Gordian knotrte , as 
thar neither he himſelfe nor any 
ethers he hath yer mett with , are 
able to vntie ir ; bur tbat rruly and 
cally, of its owne nature , it be im- 


Poſable to be yntyed and folucd. 
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And ordinarly , they who ground 
their diſcourſe vpon* common and 
-pemote Agr wa as for exani- 
ple; they who -vfc Lallies arr) do 
-yawarily flide ouer ſome vnſound 
ſeppe berweene rhe axiome they 
rely on , and the concluſion they 
would inferre, which they ſec not. 
Whence it :happeneth' , that: ſuch 
manner of arguing ,rather ferueth 
for oftenration , then to acquire 
true knowledge. And as for ſuch 
Logicall rermes as' we} have 'aboue 
mentioned; it- {c}dome happeneth 
bur that they are lyable ro- ſorye 
#quiuocation or other ;' which 


quite ' enerueth the force of any 


iproofc deriued-from rhem: * ''''' 3 
Both rhele: {orres»of iperſons?do 

erre in aſfenring roo Heh tly to, an 

apparent ' proote.,' and in” taking 


thar for 'a demonſtration which''ih 

<ffe&is' none; But 2'third (orr there 

454 who faite onthe” conrrary fide; 

by conceiuing' that a demonſtra= 

cion .is neuer made , as long as any 

thing can be yrged ngamſt the-Conrs 
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cluſion prooucd by ir. This ariſerth 
from a grear deficiency both of 
vitt-and of Iudgemenr. Of iudge- 
ment ; becauſe they are nat able 
to diſcerne the euidence of a diſ- 
courſe in ir (elte, but arc faine ro 
looke into externall accidents ro 
frame their opinion of it; And of 
.witt; in that they obſerne not how 
the force and fubtility of mans 
witt is {o w ,as to ſpeake-( and 
that, moſt ingeniouſly too )in op- 
polition of ſuch rhinges as are moſt 
.manifeſt. Zeno , euen whiles he 
walked with him that he diſpured 
with, would be thought haue to de- 
monſtrated that it was impoflible any 
thing could. be mouecd in the world 
From one place. to another. Ana- 
Xagoras was as peremprory that 
ſnow was blacke, We find. inge- 
Nious Orations' and whole bookes, 
whole {copesare roiextoll the grea- 
teſt deftefts.and blemishes of na- 
ture , as baldneſſe , lamencſfle, 
blindnefle, vnrcaſonableneſfle, and 
the like, What. can be more cul» 
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dent then that 2.and 2. do make 4? 
yet Ariſtotle tellerh vs , that 2. and 


2. are are two diſtin numbers zand 


thar 4. 1s but! one number ; and 
conſequently, that 2. and 2. are 
not 4; And to conclude , the Aca- 
demikesor ſ{ceptikes hauelaboured 
with much induſtry to rake away 
all certainty. He were a weake man 
that would retaine his aſſent from 
an cuident..conclufion as long as 
ſubrile or cauilling diſpurants do 
catch att onghr ro oppoſe againſt 
it. Bur-a- judicious perſon , when he 
fceth a ſolide demonſtration vpon: 
any ſubie@, is not art all haket 
by any thorny. difficulties that 
-acure ſophiſters endeauour to im- 
plicare: him in ; which rhough arr 
the firſt ſight they may a while per- 
plexe him; yer he is ſure thar with 
-orderly refletion and- due atren- 
tion to cuery' joint and progrefle of 
their arguments , they are ro be 
enfolded and difplayed ,, and rhe 
inconſequence of them ro be ma- 


&c appeare. 
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THE SECOND CHAPTER- 
Of the treW nature of demon- 
- ſiration, 


FN 
Hat then which importeth vs 
..mainely not /to exre' in , 45 in 
jduging when. ayperfe& demanſtra- 
tion 15 produced, The 'trew-natu- 
re of {ſuch @ preofe xequireth, that 
ir make the reader or, the hearer 
fee , euidently, that the concluhon 
is dirc&tly ſo as the demenſrator 
auoucherh it. to be, and chat'it 1s 
jmpoflible ir should be otherwiſe. 
Newther haue we reaſon: to fulpe& 
chat tÞis-can not be performed: 'af- 
yell in other ſciences; as! in; Geo- 
m6try ;, Jeeing that there are def:- 
nitions i all ſciences as well as in 
1t:3-and- that the termes:of thelſc 
definitions are linked- together: 
And therefore it is obuious. , thar 
ene concluſion maybe cuidently and 
. demonſteatinely drawne out of ano= 
ther, This can not happen ina 
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ſcientificall diſcourſe , vnleſſe thar 
which is raken ro prooue , be cither 
the cauſe or the effe&t of thar 
which is proued. Bur if there beany 
failure in either of theſe , thenthe 
demonſtration can not be a perfect 
one. And though in ſubſtance ir 
Should nor be deficient; yetatr the 
leaſt ir would be ſuperproportioned 
on one fide, and not according to 
che ſtrict rules of art ; which re- 


/ +, quireth thar euery truth be pro- 


ved by his proper cauſe, As for 
example ; if Rationality, of irs owne 
nature, and out of the force of Ra+ 
tionality , be the cauſe of immor- 
tality; Ic followcth ,euidenely thag 
wharſocuer isRationall 15 immorrall, 
And contrariwiſe ; if Inmortatiry 
preciſely by being ſuch, do make 
the ſubject ynto which it belongeth, 
to be Rationall ; Ir followhcrh thar 
nothing can þe- immogtall 'bur-1r 
muſt alſo be Rationall.. So.rhar if 
either of theſe be fo, he:who conli- 
dereth theſe two termes , ſeeth clea+ 


rely taar of neceſlity |both of them 
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muſt belong to what ſubie& ſocuer 
he findeth either of them to reſide in; 
And why it is ſo; andthart it is im- 
poſſible ir should be otherwiſe. Bur if 
a third thing or terme, be cauſe of 
both ; or be the cauſe of the one and 
be cauſed by the other; then the 
demoftiſtration is mediate, and as it 
werea double one; As, it immate- 
rialiry be the adzquate caufe both 
of rationality and of immorrtality ; 
it is cuident that whatſocuer is ra- | 
| tionall is immortall, Bur where ; 
WA the one fide is ſuperproportioned ; 
”H the proofe, yer. in fabſtance it 
be rrue , yet is it not a proper and 
a perfet one. As for example; if 
one Should proue any thing to be- 
Tong to a man becauſe he is a fen- 
fible creature ; the effe& , though 
x be in him, yer is it not peculiar 
ro him', but common ro all irra- 
tionall animals as well as to him. 
Such were the conſiderations that I 
had when 1 compoſed the two trea- 
tiſes our of which 1 concluded the 
immortality/of Mans ſoule. For in 
; them, 
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them, this is the {cope of my dif- 
courſe ;: Corporeity and mortality, 
are adzquate to. one another ; the 
firſt as cauſe, the ſecond as effect : 
But a Rationall foule, is not cor- 
poreall : Therefore , not mortall. 
The ſubſumprion1 made cuident, 


| byshewing, that all opexations what- 


ſocuer among bodyes , are perfor- 
med by the diſpoſure of groſle and 
fubrile, or. of denſe and rare, par- 
tes; and that what (can not be cffe- 
&cd by: ſuch, is not-;the: operation, 
of a body. For , the nature of a 
body ( in as much as it isa body } 
is nothing cl{e bur to þe a thing ca- 

able of dauilion;or,rthat hath a poſli- 
biliey of being made many ( which 
amounteth ro as much, as to be 
lyable to deſtruction; ſince the dir 
uiſion of the partes that do eflen- 
tially conpole- any' thing , is the 
deſtruction of it. } And the origi- 
dall difference of bodies, is, that 
ſome are more ſubic& ro ſuch di- 
uihion,, that is are more calily diui- 
ded; others with greater difhculty ; 
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which reſulrerh meerely our of the 
partes being grofler or ſubtiler.' So 
chat , ſeeing the very <flence of a 
body is, to be a colleftion of ſuch 
partes; Ir is euident thar what can 
nor be performed by ſuch partes , 
is beyond the orbe of ſole and mce- 
re bodies , and- cannor be atchic- 
ned by them. Ir is trew, that'in all 
the firſt treatiſe , which'is of the 
nature of Bodies, I baue neither 
cſtablished nor made'any mention 
of this Principle ; bur haue reſer- 
ued it to the ſecond , where I ma- 
ke vſe of what is ſettled in the for- 
mer, to diſcouer the nature of the 
foule : And the reaſon why I hauc 
done ſo, is, becauſe 'the flight mo- 
cke-Philoſophy of this Age , not 
reaching to comprekend the true 
difterence berwcene a body and a 
ſpirit , cafily ſwalloweth fpirituall 
qualities in bodies, and as | miliar- 
ly attributeth corporcall proprictics 
to ſpirits: And therefore I was obli- 
ged to runne brietely ouer the na- 
ture of all bodics, and to Shey how 
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all rheir operations ( cucen rhe 
moſt refined ones, and thar ſauour 
moſt of a ſpiriruallnarure) may be 


performed by rhe meere diſpoſition 


of groſle and ſubrile parres ; there 
by ro preuenrt the obiefQtions rhar 
might be made me from ſuch cor- 

oreall actions as vulgar Philoſo- 
phy diſparcherh like fpirituall 
ones, And I thought is nor fufh- 
cient for a juditious readers ſaris- 
faction, to do this onely by bare 
caſting a compoſition in the ayre; as 
Monſieur des Cartes & ſome others 
haue very ingeniouſly attempred 
ro do : but I haue endeauoured to 
ſtrengrhen rhe proofes riſing from 
the force of diſcourſe, by accompa- 
nying them wirh ſuch further ob- 
ſeruations as do clearely euince 
chat whicher or no hicr right on all 
the particular lines that 1 rrace our 
for the performance of rhoſe ac- 
rions, yet ir cannot be doubred bur 
rhat their cauſes are compriſed vn- 
der thoſe heads 1 haue there eſta- 
blished; and thar the wayes by which 
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they are brorghr ro effe@, are nor 
vnlike, ( if not the very ſame) ro 
thoſe rhart. I haue' pirched vpon. 
This being rhe worke of the firſt 
treatiſe ; The ſecond: looketh into 
the operations of a rationall ſoule; 
And hauing diſcouered” their na- 
race, it Sheweth .that they cannor 
be performed by rhe mceere diſpo- 
firion and ordering of grofſe and 
ſubtilepartesof quantity or of a bo- 
dy; andby- conſequence , tbar they 
roccede: from. an immareriall and 
pirituall ſabſtance. Now here, vic 
is made of the former principle :for, 
ir being made cuident , that no- 
thing bur corporeity and diuihbiliry 
is the cauſe of corruption , and of 
ſubic&ing the thinges where they 
reſide to the ſeruirude of Mortality; 
ir followcrh indefectibly , thar the 
- 00 -meggen ſubſtance which we call a 
ule, cannor be: morrall and cor- 
ruptible. This is the whole ſcope 
and diſcourſe of thar booke : our 
of which , for the reaſons I haue 
already touched, 1 will here ſelect 
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onely three of rhe proofes contai- 
ned in the larter treatiſe, ro shew 
thar our ſoule is a fpirir , voyde of 
all quantiry and mareriality. 


—_—_—r_— 
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THE THIRD CHAPTER 


The Immateriality of the foule 
proved ont of the Nature of | 
vniuerſall termes oy Pro- 


poſertons 


HE firſt of them is drawne out 
& ofthe nature of vniuerfall rer- 
mes or Propotitions. Logicians do 
define an Vniuerſall rerme or No« 
tion , To be that , Whith being the 
fame , may be affirmed of many, Me- 
taphylicians define ir to be , Some+ 
What tbat is the ſame in many, But ro 
yum more familiarly ro common 
enſe, we may lay, Thatitis, /ome= 
what which is any of many. For when 
we (ay ,Peter 55 aman,lohnis a man, 
and Paul is a man; If Peter and man 
be not the ſame thing, , the ſaying is 
C iij 
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30 Or INFALLYBILITY 
falſe : And the like isof cuery one 
of the other two; to witt, if lohbn, 
or Paul , be not a man. Againc; 
ſceing rhat one man is not two men; 
If when 1 fay , Perer 18 a man, the 
thing which 1 ſay of Peter were the 
fame thing which is Iohn; Such my 
ſaying would alſo be falſe; for, Pe- 
rer would be Peter and lohn too, by 
being the man which is both Peter 
and lohn. The norion therefore of 
Man, which is truly reported both 
of Peter and of Ilohn; is not both Pe- 
ger and-/ohn ; but either Peter or Johan. 
And this is that which we call an 
vniuerſall. This being hitherto cut- 
dent , the demonſtration procee- 
derh thus : We ſce that the thing 
which we call Perer or [ohr; doth gerr, 
by being in the ſoule, tobe a 1h7ng 
that is erther Peter or John: Bur this 
condition or quality , ro be either 
this or that , Or 10 be a thing that ts 
ether this oy that; can nor be had or 
aq" by the nature of a body, or 
y the diſpoſition of ſubrile and 
grolle partes : Therefore, the {oule; 
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in; and by which , it gerrerh this 
condition ; is of a different nature 
from Bodies, If here any one should 
anſfwere me , that howſocuer our 
wordes may ſ{ecme vnto him who 
Shall - ſticke and criticiſe vpon 
them , ro import thar there is a no- 
tion in our minde, when we ſpeake 
them , correfpondent to thoſe wor- 
des; which nortion' is no one of the 
ſubiccts ir is affirmed of, and yer is 
common to them all : Neuerthe- 
leſſe, if he looke carefully intohis 
minde, he $hall finde rhat'in truth 
there is. no nature of Vniuerſaliry 
there. For if he examine what pic- 
rure he hath in his braine when he 
refle&erh ypon the notion of a man 
which he calleth- an Vniverſall; he 
Shall finde there the image of ſome 
particular and dererminate man;zand 
no ſuch thing as a man in common. 
To ſuch a perſon as should ſay thus, 
I might reply, that ro endeauour ſa- 
rifying him with a long diſ- 
courſe , might ſeeme as ill placed 
paines as if 1 shouJd go about to 
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Pproue'with learned arguments, thar 
there areſuch bodies in the world as 
men call fire, water , earth , and 
the like, - For enery mans ſenſes ot 
ſeeing and feeling, that are nor de- 
'praucd and corrupted ,do aſſure him 
that they are, and thar he conti- 
nually is conwerſant with them. In 
like manner, itis as euidenttio cue- 
ry manwho hath common ſenſe and 
reaſon , and who refleteth _ 
whar paſſeth in his vnderſtanding 
when he ſpeaketh ſucb propoſitions, 
or confdererh ſuch rermes , as ve 
hane exen now infifted ypon; That 
indeed there is an Vniuerſality in 
them. And therefore , if he be {6 
vnhbappy and $short ſighted , as not to 
diſcerne in his owne minde , that 
which common and continuall ex- 
perience entorceth euery rationall 
man who looketh inco the nature 
of vnderſtanding and diſcourſe , to 
owne and confeſle ; he should, in 
ſpeculations of this narure , content 
him(ſelfe with belicuing the multi- 
tudes of others who ate capable of 


+ © F'REtrGron. '$3 
iudging of them (as blind men, 
oughr to relye vpon thoſe whoſe 
eycs are not vitiated, in marter of 
colours) and nothazard his aftions 
and his zrernall wellfare (which de- 


pendeth of his actions in this life) 


ypon his owne ſoddaine and flight 


-conceit, inamatter whereof he harh 


no skill : As they do, who to iu- 
ſtify the ſtrengrh of their wires, 
will not onely ſpeake and argue, 
bur alſo live, as though they belie- 
wed there where no life for the fou- 
le after the bodies death.' But to 
be more indulgent to him then fo; 
1 shall defire him to examine his in- 
tance, and to conſider , that as when 


a ſquare ( for example) or a trian- 


le delineated vpon paper, is pro- 
poſed vnto a on ee ro 
ooke ypon, there by to diſcuſle ſo- 
meGeometricall propolition;rhough 
that ſquare or ww 0he there drawne, 
be a particular determinare one, fo 
and ſo formed, of ſuch and ſuch pre- 
ciſe dimentions in cach line and an- 


ple,and rhe like:yet the figure that is 


34 Or INFALLIBILITY 
' In his head, abſtracterbfrom all thoſe 
particular circumſtances that ac- 
companye either of theſe ypon the 
paper, and agreeth ro any ſquare 
or to any triangle imaginable , be 
their lines neuer ſo long or shorr, 
or drawnc with red inke or with 
blacke , &c. In the ſame manner, 
that corporeall figure ofa man which 
appearerh ro our reflexion and re- 
fderh in our fantaſy , is nor the 
notion of a man that we here meane 
and ſpeake of. Burt it is cuidenr ro 
any one who $hall looke heedefully 
into his vnderſtanding , that from 
the particular picture of ſome one 
mon which his far taſy repreſenterh 
to him , his .vnderſtanding hath ga- 
thered and frameda large notion of 
man in generall , which is applicable 
and indifferent ro every particular 
indinidualll man. As is cuident, if 
we looke into our owne meaning 
and intention , and conſider what 
will ſatisfy vs; as when(for example) 
Iſtand in neede of ſome one of my 
ſeruants todo ſome thing about me 
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and therefore do call or ring a 
bell for ſome of them ro come to 
me ; waich ſocuer of thoſe that 
wayce withour , cometh in, my tur- 
ne is ſerued and 1 am farisfyed. 
In ike manner , if a tenant is ts 
pay me ten mw. isallone to me, 
whither he-bringeth it in halfe crow- 
nesorin $hillinges or in ſix pences. 
And therefore it is cuident that my 
intention aymeth no further then 
att a common notion ; and thar I 
know ſo much. Now ,my intention 
being regulated by my apprehen- 
hon preceding it zitis cleare that my 
apprehenſion is alſoof the like na- 
rure; thar is to ſay, it is indifferent 
and common to any one in pacticu- 
lar, It may be further ebiedted, 
That from the apprehending of a 
thing which is indifferent to many, 
it can not be deduced that the ap- 
prehending nature is not corpo- 
reall bur ſpiriruall] : for when we 
looke vpon an obicct a farre off, 
before we can diſtinguigh enow 
particulars of ir, we are ircefolute 
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what it is; whither ( for example) 
irbeahorſe ,or an Oxe : And yet 
no matt will inferre our of ſuch in- 
differency thar the eycinwhich iris, 
is a ſpirit and not a body. To this 
I anſwere, that the fuppoſition is a 
falſe one ; there is no ſuch indiffe- 
rency in the eyeas is intimarted:a]l 
that is chere, 1s preciſely derermi- 
nateFor,rhe hole obic&, and cue- 
ry partof it, concurrerh to the ma- 
king of the picture in rhe eye; and 
conſequently chere muſt needes be 
im the eye a reprefentartion of the 
whole and of cucry minnre part of 
Tt; which is, a complete determina- 
tion ofir, Whence it appearerh, that 
the indetermination we have of rhe 
obieCt , is ſeared meerely in the vn- ' 
derſtanding ; which iudgeth ir bur | 
imperfedtly , by reaſon of the weake 
rhough entire picture that the ob- 
ie hath imprinted in the eye. And 
accordingly , a painter that were to 
draw that obic& art rhar diſtance, 
muſt compriſe it within ſuch lines ' 
as the eye receiueth from it.Bur that 
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which in this caſe is indiſtin& and 
indifferent , is our knowledge,which 
rehdeth in our minde. For , it' not 
being able ro: determine by the fi- 
gure that the eye ſendeth to the fan- 
taly , whitherir be of an Oxeor of a 
horſe; remaineth ſuſpended , with 
an indiffercncy to attribute i either 
ro-the one or to. the other. It may 
be further vrged ; thar ſuch indiffe- 
rency of our ſoules thoughts, is no 
argumenr ofher being a ſpirit : for 
if it were , foiricuall ubſtances 
would be accompanyed with ſuch 
indifferency : the contrary whereof, 
is cuident ; ſceing that no Angell 
(for example ) can be either Mi- 
chacel or Gabriell; bur is preciſely 
ſach a one determinate Angell, dil- 
tinguished from all others. To this 
I anſwere ,thart1 do nor yrge ſuch 
indiffercncy as a condition propper 
to. ſpirits. For, in truth, they are 
more determined then bodies, by 
reaſon of rheir indiuiſibiliry. The 


which is ſcene in theſe yery no- 


tions ;. that are more derermined 
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then the bodies from whence they 
are drawne , merely becauſe they 
are ina ſpirituall ſubiet. Bur by 
this iGeency in the vnderſtan- 
ding , ſpringing from a dererminate 
obic& ; and by ſuch transformation 
there, of corporeall natures , ro a 
uite different: manner of bein 
. wn they are in"themſclues; 1 ga- 
ther a difterent nature ( that is,a 
ſpirirurll one) in the ſubie where 
they are thus transformed. For,thar 
bodies can be in our minde ( as they 
are when we thinkeof them ) nor- 
withſtanding ſuch indifterency 
(which accordeth not with their na- 
rure) is aneuident freeing of the 
minde from corporeall bondes. 
Now, that ſuch a nature as this, 
of indifferency to diſtinct and diffc- 
rencthinges;can ncither be in ir ſelfe 
corpoareall , nor be repreſented by 
bodies or by ſubtile and groſle par- 
res variouſly diſpoſed; is ſo bene 
that it were a vaine labour ro go a- 
bour co prooue it. The meere calling 
of our cycs vpon materiall thinges 
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conuincerth it , withour needing 
further diſcourſe. We can not con- 
cciue a chaire,a Knife, a houſe, a 
metall, aplant ,ananimall, or any 
viſible thing what ſocuer, to be in ir 
ſelfe without an aQtual termination. 
No Statue, no picture, namanufac- 
ture, Nor ou G in the world ( ex- 
cepting inrelleCtuall expreflions ) 
can be imagined to bee , withour its 
being confinedin all determination 
to ſuch other bodies as compriſe, 
enuiron,8& beſert it. Whoſoecuer can 
doubt of rhis,isincapable of any eui= 
dence. And conſequently , where we 
ſeean abſtraction from all determi- 
nation , andſuch an indifferency as 
we ſpeake of; we may ſ{ccurely con- 
dude , that the ſubiec where it is 
made and where ir reſtdech, and 
whence itharh it, is not of kinne to 
bodies , bur is immateriall and ſpi- 
rituall. 
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-,THE IV. CHAPTER. 


The Immatcriality of the [ſouls 
 prouedout ofthe Nature of 
--- 1.  Paderſlanding. 

H E fſecond' prooke of our 
T ſoule's immareriality and ſpi- 
ritualiry, I deriue from her manner 
of operation when. she._ vaderſtan- 
deth any thing. Toar which she then | 
doth , is ro compare the' thing by 
her vnderſtood , with ſome orher; 
and by the relation or reſpect that | 
is betweene them, she; knowerth the 
nature of thar thing; which she: {0 
conhdereth: or comparcth. So that | 
we may conclude rhe particular pre- | 
rogatiue ofa ſoulc is, to haxe or ra» | 
ther to-be, a porer of comparing one | 
thing to another, And in truth , if we 
looke well into the matrer, we $hall 
_ thar the notion which we 

rame of her vnder this conſidera- 
tion, compriſcth all her whole ne- 
 gotiation 
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gotiation. For , when the notion of 
t xiftence orBeeiny is once imprinted 
in the ſoule , all others whatſocuer 
are nothing elſe bur reſpedts ro 
Beeing, Thus , when we conhider 
what that is which we call a thing; 
ve find, it is that which hath Beang; 
or which 6an hane Being. The Q»2n- 
tity of a thing , is ; whar reſpect a 
determinate thing hath ro the 
Being of the world, whichin plaincr 
termes is, how much ſuch a thing 
eaketh vp of the extenſion that 
ftrercherh our or that bclongerh ro 
the great bulke of whar is corpo- 
reall. The Q«alz5y of arhing is , what 
relarion or reſpect ir hath roothet 
thinges that are of irs owne nature 
and line, The other ſeuen Preadi- 
caments, or Clafles of notions, are 
manifeſtly comparative berwixt di- 
yers thinges conſidered rogerherz 
All which 1 haue fo fully explicated 
in the ſecond part of my diſcourſe 
of the Immortaliry of the foule,and 
is init ſelfe (o plaine; tharl will not 
enlarge my ſclte further -vpon ir 

D 


42 Or INFALLIBILITY 

here , where for your ſake I am as 
ſuccin& asIcan ; referring you to 
chat , if you Should deſire furrher 
explication of | this matrer. Nov 
theſe renne rankes, or rather ge- 
nerall heads, of notions , comprt- 
ſing all the thinges and creatures 
that arc or may be in the world; and 
they being all of them comparariue, 
= | nothing bur reſpefts of one 
thing to another : And all rhe wor- 
king of our ſoule, being grounded 
vpon her notions: It followerh eni- 
dently , rhar all her notions being 
compariſons and reſpects , her natu- 
re muſt neceſſarly be rhe power of 
comparing or of making reſpects, 
Which how plaine ſocuer it be .in 
theſe notions of her firſt operation 
or of fingle apprehenſions ; Ir is yer 
clearer in her. ſecond operation of 
decming , iudging, or knowing. For, 
this is nothing clſe but a compa- 
ring of one notion toan other, and 
of compounding them together : As. 
when we lay , the wallis white, or 
67141 45 4 Teaſonnable crearmre , we 
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looke ypon the notions that we haue 
of the extremes, and conſider what 
reſpeC&t they haue ro one an orher; 
ws. do find that they are vnited and 
identifyed berweene rhemſchues by 
the force of Beeing. The very ſame 
that we find of this ſecond opera- 
tionof our ſoule, belongeth ro her 
third ; which is but a multiplication 
of her ſecond: for, diſconr/e is \noec- 
thing clſe bur a double or a rreble 
compolition ; which bcing taken in 
pieces, cuery-one of them isa lud- 
gement'or-enunciation : and conſc- 
pucntly , the worke of comparing 
which is performed in aludgement, 
is but multiplycd or repareacd in a 
diſcourſe From theſe-three opera- 
tions of the ſoule ; do. ſpring her 
affections within her {elfe-, and her 
procecding to adtion, withour: her. 
For , according ro the apprehen- 
fions she maketh of rhinges, and ro 
the Iudgements that she formeth 
of them by comparing ſome of 
thoſe notions among themſclues, 
and ro the conſequences she dray= 
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eth our of a further compolition 
of iudgements ; she is affected witha 
liking or with a diſlike of them: and 
accordingly , proceedeth to aCtion 
for the acquiring or repelling of 
them.Beyond this, our ſoule neither 
dothnor cando any thing. All her 
whole negotiation iscompriſedwirhin 
theſe limirs. Andin all this, there ap- 
pearing _—_ bur a power of com- 
paring and of referring one thing 
ro another, Iris moſt cuidenrt that 
che nature of compariſons and of | 
reſpets muſt neceſſarily be rhe na- 
ruroof a toule;, And that she is no- 
thing eife-bur a thing ora power of 
making Reſpects. 

Lect vs then in the next place 
conſtder what a reſpe& is. Hath ir 
any dimenfibns 2 do any colors.ma- 
ke'it viſible 2 doth any figure or 
Shape belong to it 2 doth it rake vp 
any- place > Or is it mcaſured by 
rime'? All theſe thinges do neceſ- 
{arily accompany a body: And what- 
{ocuer is a body, is affected by euc- 
ry onc of them. Buta reſpect, ye 
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find hath ncirher length nor breadch, 
nor is whire or red or greene , nor 
is ſquare or round , hath no de- 

endance of time, and is ſo farre 
how raking vp place or filling of 
roome , thar vnlefle borh the rermes 
whichwe confideras reſpectiue roone 
another, beindiuifiblyrogerher,there 
is no nature of reſpect betweene 
them. Thus, in the refpect. of Le- 
keneſſe; if you leaue out one of rhe 
termes on which the compariſon is 
yu! nded, likenefle vanisherh; it is 
oft. This ſquare which reſemblerh 
thar other (haake , of this whirewall 
which in being whiteis like to that 
other white wall; if you lay a fide 
the other {ſquare and rhe orher white 
wall, likeneſfle is 'gone-, and'there 
remainerh nothing bur a ſquare fi- 
gure, or awhite wall. None of the 
Qualities or propertics which inſe- 
parably accompany bodies , haue 
any thing to do with this notion, to 
be lhe. It is cuery way ifidiuifible.]f 
weaskeour ſenſes, they vill tell vs, 


. that it is ncither white nor blacke, 
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nor hott nor cold , nor {mooth nor 
rugged, nor ſweete nor ſower, nor 
of any other qualification that they 
are capable of diſcerning. And when 
ve turne to our inward Judgement, 
we Shall find thar all theſe thinges 
and what ſocuer can affect our (en- 
ſcs , are Reſpecs.So that howeuer 
our ſenſes haue cognition of ob- 
ics by a matcriall participation of 
them , Qur minde knoyeth nothing 
bur by reſpe&ts , nor can acquireany 
knowledge but by them; and there- 
fore, tobe ableto knowany thing, 
teperffatly tuenethirtinto reſpects; 
And by doing thus,sbe is capablc'ot 
knowing all thinges.For,reſpects/do 
not hinder one an other. Bodies do 
exclude other. hodies,from the place 
they pofleſſe and fill. But reſpects, 
are fo farre from shouldering our 
one an other, that they rather in- 
ferre and draw in one an another. 
And hence ir is , that nothing can 
eſcape the knowledge of a ſoule, 
if she were nor clogged by her body. 
Now , to make yſec of what we 
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haue here explicatcd of the ſoulcs 
working by reſpects ; and of the na- 
rure of a refpect;let vs retutne to 
our Principle , that what. ſcener is 
done among bodies , is performed by 
the diſpoſition of greſſe and ſubtilepar- 
tes; and examine, what diſpoſition 
or ordering of fuch partes, can ma- 
ke a reſpe&t. Wee lee well, thar 
the thinges which are compared 
and are reſpectiue toone an orher, 
haue partes. The wall that is like 
to an other wall , hath partes: 
And thar other wall to which this 
is like , hath alſo partes : Bur all 
that which their partes can effect 
about each of them, is bur to ma- 
ke them be white. Iris not they that 
make their hkeneſſe. What new 

art2s muſt there be added, or how 
muſt cheſe that are already there 
be placed and ranked, to make the 
with like 2 My eye ſeeth each of 
them to be white, and my hand fee- 
leth each of rhem to be rough : yer 
neither myeyc nor my hand determi. 
neth them to be like. But my ynder- 
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ſtanding which neither rouctterh nor 
feerh them; yet by comparing the 
one of them to the other ; findeth 
them to be like, «hich their gene- 
ration did nor-make them to be, 
So ſtrange and fo different from 
the nature of bodies is che nature 
of the ſoule. 


Iwill not be ſo prodigall of your | 


lordships time , or 4o abuſe your 
patience, as to apply my ſelfc here 
to. anſwere a flight- obieCtion that 
may be made from the petty ap- 
[eos of ſome moderne Phi- 
oſophers .of the ſchooles,who con- 
ccite, that as well grofle bodies as 
the ſubtiler ſoule are ſtored with 

ects; and conſequently , that 
accordingtowhat I haue faid, tho- 
fe bodics should be immareriall, and 
_ : which ing cuident thar 
they are not, the ſoules being ſto- 
. red with like reſpetts , can nor be 
an argument of her immarteriality, 


_ S 


Thus , when they explicate the na- | 


tare of gtavity (tor example) rhey 
tell vs, it is-a quality whole naru- 
re 15 
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re is to haue a reſpect to the ccn- 
cer of the world: When they reach 
vs what the power of (ſeeing in an eye 
is; they tell vs as grauely as if they 
bertered our knowledge much , That 
it is a quality , whole nature is to 
haue a reſpect to rhe animals action 
of ſeeing. When they explicate what 
itisrobcina place, they cell vsitis 
an entity in the. thing placed ; who- 
ſe nature is ro be a reſpect ro the 
thing ( or tro the nothing , if you 
ln z when they vill hauc ir þe 
in Spatio imaginario ) thar is cal- 
Icd Place. Ani rhe like empry ima- 
ginations , by which they.confound 
the common norions of thinges , 
making all Predicameats to be re- 
lations, and affixing to them a ſur- 
name of Tranſcendentall. For, ſuch 
diſcourſes are ſo wretched and fo 
pirtifull ones,thar Ithinke a negle& 
15 fitter for them here, then in dif- 
puting againſt them to looſe time, 
which shouldbe better ſpent : Eſpe- 
cially ro, your lordship, whoſe shar- 
pe eyes vil ar the firft ſight looke 
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through the inauity and vacuity of 
them. | 


THE V, CHAPTER. 

The Immateriality of the ſoule, 

-proued out of her manner of 
knowing objefts Without her. 


THe third proofe of our ſoules 
T ras , I deduce from her 
manner of knoving tbe oþbicCts that 
arc out of her. For the better cx- 
plication of this point, I vill make 
vic of a — example; which 
hoybcit it fallech farre sharr of 
the vonderfull operation of the ſou- 
le in this particular, yer it vill con- 
duce much to the illuſtration of 
it, | Be pleaſed ro reduce intro 
your remembrance ( my Lord ) how 
you and I comming one morning 
into a faire ladyes chamber, (1 am 
ſure you vill not haue forgotten, 
nor be to ſecke , whom I mean. ) 
ve lurpriſed her ſo attentiue vpon 
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her looking glafſe, as if she had bin 
diſcourfing with the faire image 
that she contemplated there, She 
was fo pleaſed with gazing vpon 
that beautifull reſemifance which 
her ſelfe made , as for a while she 
ſcarce rooke notice of our being arr 
each hand gf her : by which meanes 
ve enjoied asvell as she , the ſame 

leafing ſight ; till her cjuility ma- 
ing her turne from it towardes vs, 
bereaued vs of thar picture, vhich 
our eyes muſt hauc bin looſersro ha- 
ue changed for any other obie&t but 
the originall thar, shee then sheyed 
vs. And cuen thea , looking vpon 
her face, howlouely ſocuer ityas; 
our eyes could diſcerne no aduanta- 

elit 7 of thc faire piture.in rhe 
glafle; ſo exatly was it drayne;Nop 
if ve aske the vulgar Philoſophers 
ofthe fchooles , how this ſo live] 
and fo like repreſentation of this 
ladyes face was made in rhe glaſle: 
they vill tell ys , that the ſyperft- 
cies of out fide of that criſtalline 
.body , was imbucd , or as.it were 

Os | WY 
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rin&tedanddycd into the very fub- 
ſtance of 'it, with a certaine repre- 
ſcorariue quality , whoſe narure is 
ro make it/ be like vato the obic& 
or imbuing beauty oppoſed before 
It 3 in ſuch ſorr, and as truly ,as the 
quality of whireneſſe maketh a wall 
white, or as quantity maketh a kody 
become great. Now , becauſe hke- 
neſle js defined, to be an imperfect 
nity berwecne tvo obicCts - 194 are 
like one an other ( for , likeneſle is 
<uer iccompanyed vith ſome vnli- 
keneſle; elſe, they xould be no lon- 
ina $rrophnp {ame ) we may (a- 
ely ſay, that as farre as the lookin 
glaſſe agreeth by its likeneſle, vir- 
na any UEerement, to the ob- 
1eCt that ir is like vnto; ſo farre,the 
glafleis rhe very obic& it ſelfe, Hi- 
therto , I hauc borrowed. the afli- 
Rance of rhe ordinary explication 
bov Images are formcd in looking 
glaſſes: Nich how erronequs ſocucr 
it may be in them; yer being rrans- 
lated to our mindes , it will find 
There the rruthvhichyas from thence 
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wrongly tranſlared ro. bodies. For, 
cuen they as well as ve, do vic to 
ſay( as Ariſtotle reacherh vs ) that 
#h: joule 's it: ovietts ; thatis, She 1s 
all thinges, by Knowledge. For, 
knovlege is not made in the ſ{oule 
by addicion of ſ{euerall new cntitics, 
that ioyned to her do beccme the 
partes of a nes compound:Burmuſ 
neceſſarily be a true impreſſions mez.- 
de in her ; that is, herſclfe new 
ſtamped ; And is as truly the very 
ſame thing vith the ſoule ir ſelfe, 
as the figure left by a ſealc, is the 
very vaxeit ſelfc, (newly modilycd) 
in which it is imprefſcd. And there- 
fore ir cannor be. denyed bur that 
the ſouleis truly the obic& she vn- 
derſtandeth, as farre forth as the 
obicCt is by. her truly underſtood, 
And accordingly , we ſce that a 
perſon vho wg, a right vnderſtan- 
ding of any thing, doth make vſec 
of that thing in {uch ſort as is fit- 
ting and agreable to the nature of it; 
applying to it what is requiſite to 


be applycd , and remoouing from ir 
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what is fitt ro be remoued: ſo ra- 
King the knowledge which he hath 
of the narure of thar rhing ( char'is, 
the thing ir ſelfe, as farre forthas 
he hath right knovledge of it) fora 
principle by « hich to operate; that 
x, for his inſtrument, or for a part 
of his power of working. Now, bc- 
tauſe rhis inſtrumenr,this principle 
this knowledge, by which rhe ſoule 
votketh when$shecharh occaſion ro 
vſe it,is rrucly and really the kno- 
ving thingir ſelfe(thar is, the ſoule) 
it is cleare, that by ſuch krovledge 
the knowingrthing istruely the thing 
knowne ; ahd the thitig knowne, is 
rruely a part of the Knoving thing. 
If barely thus much , vould ſuffice, 
without any further addition , ro 
denominare or afhxe the attribute 
of kn-wing vnto athing wherein ve 
find thisperfomed; we might with 
reaſon eſteeme a looking olafſe , Or 
any mareriall ſenſe of an animal 
(which in like manner receiuerh 
material] impreſſions from an out- 
ward obict ) ro know, orto be a 


oF RtEtt610N. F5 
knowing _ Bur when we pro- 
cede a degree further, and examine 
what more then this is in a foule 
when shee Knoveth any thing , we 


$hall find thar whereas the firſt is no- 


thing elſe bur thar a likeneſle of an 
outvard objecis inthe glaſle or ſence 
which recetueth it; A man , when 
he hath knowledge of an obiea,doth 
know, beſides the likenefle of the 
obicC wichin him , rhat the thing he 
knowethis without him. For ex+m- 
= ; one who heareth a bell ring; 

noverh, that the bell is not oneiy 
vithin him(ſelfe by the cognirion he 
hath of it; but alſo , that ir is our of 
him roo; to vitt, in the ſteeple,by its 
proper Eflence & exiſtence. This tur- 
ther addition then,to thebells being 
within him , That the bell hath a 
proper Efſence and Exiſtence in na- 
rure ( that is; thar the bell r5, or 57 4 
thing ) is that vhich belongeth ro 
knovledge; and denominaterh the 
man in #hom it paſleth, with thear- 


tribute of kn wing , or of being a 


kwwer. And this is not in the loo- 
E iiij 
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ing glaſſe. For although ir is true, 
that the outward obiect is in the 
looking glaſle ,as farre forth as it 
is not vnlike ro its picture there , or 
as it is the ſame with it, and that 
the obie&t withour , ſmiterh and 
impreſlerh this likenefle in the glaſ- 
ſe: Yerall this, amounreth nor, to 
makethe looking glafſe cquall ro a 
man in point of Kowledge ; for this 
regard, that the obiect's being out 
of the looking glaſle , is notin the 
glaſſe; whereas, the bell's being in 
the ſteeple,'is in him that hath the 
dell in him by hearing ir ring. And 
the like to this, is in the ſenſes of 
beaſtes : who hauing vithin them na 
vnderſtanding, vnto which the ob- 
ie may penetrate, their {enſcs do 
ſerue them bur like burning glaſ- 
ſes, that multiplying by their ver- 
rue the force of light , refracting 
through them , do ſcrt on fire ſome 
thing behind them : for the \{cnles 
of the beaſt ſtrengthening and en- 
crealing the ation of the obiect 
that ſtriKerh vypan them , do (err 6n 
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xorking thoſe more inward gim- 
mals which nature hath prepared vt- 
thin chem for the conſeruation and 
good of thar living creature. Now 
the vie ve are to make of this dif- 
courle, is, to examine whither this 
oddes which a Knowing ſoule harh 
ouer a repreſenting looking glaſle, 
can be reduced to the diſpolition 
and order ing of groſle and fubrile 
wi ; # hich 1sall the way & courſe 
y which mareriall cfte&s are wrou- 
ght. Andin ſteed of thar, euen nature 
her ſelfe preſently ſuggeſterh vnto 
vs ,that nothing is more impoſlible 
then for the ſame bodie ro be atr rhe 
ſame rime in rvo difftcrent places. 
Bur in our caſe there is yet a greater 
impoſſibility then thar, ro be perfor- 
medby meere bodics : for ir 1s nor 
oncely implycd that the body of the 
bell which is in the ſteeple, be in the 
brainc of him thar heareth it ring; 
buralſo thar irs very being in the 
ſteeple , be arr the ſame time in 
the hearer, Which is a farre more 
yncouth matter then the former 
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( though that be impoſſible roo) t6 
be wrought by bodies. For , if its 
being in the ſteeple do include that 
it is not corporeally in the ſoule ; 
rhen , its being in the ſoule dorh 
bring along vith it that ir is not 
corporeally in her; and conſequen- 
tly , that in her it hath nor a corpo- 
teall exiſtence. Now if any Archi- 
thredes or Archytas or ſubcile In- 
geniear, can dcfigne ſuchan order of 
riaretiall Phantaſmes in the braine, 
or ſuch a dance of animal fpirirs,as 
meerely by them to make this be 
thus in the knower; 1 will acknoy- 
ledge, that the parr of him where- 
by be knoveth, (that is, his ſoulc) 
is mareriall and a body. But becauſe 


that is all rogerher impoſſible , it - 


can nor be doubred bur thar shee isan 
immareriall & a ſpirirual}ſubſtance. 

IF any man hall obje& againſt 
me, that this knowing of an obic& 
ro be w ithout the knower , atr rhe 
ſame rime that by his ſenſes ir is 
brought inro him; is no particular 
prerogatine of a- man ; but is com- 


| 


! 


| 
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montoall beaſtes with him ; vho we 
ſee moue rhemſclues ro or from 
the obic&s thar they fee or heare,in 
the ſame manner as a man dorh; 
And yet for all thar , their ſoules 
are not immaterial}: 1 hall not ma- 
ke difficulry ro anſvere, rhar if this 
could be ptoued to me , I would 
conclude their ſoules ro be immare- 
riall, and conſequently immorrall , 
as well as mens. Bur rhe truth 15; 
they miſtake much in- making ſuch 
iudgement of beaſtes ations: they 


pronounce too foddainly, without 


examining as they ought from 
what principles ſuch a&tions pro- 
cede : they are carried away by the 
ourvard likeneſle of geſtures and 


. behaujours berweche beaſtes and 


men, not confidering how the one 
are derermined vnreliſtably to whar 
they do , by the outward obiects 
xotking vpon them ; and that the 


_ others do derermine themſclues by 


their owne election :; All which 1 
have atr large cxplicared in my often 
mentioned booke , here 1 create of 
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the operations of beaſtcs. Letr 
them call ro minde how many and 


how ſtrange thinges we heare of, | 
made with ſuch a reſſemblance of |. 


life that the bcholder can {ſcarce 


doubr of their being lining crea- | 


rures vnlefſe he were warn cd of ir 
before hand ; and yer, they are no- 
thing but dead picces of wood, iron, 
leather, feathers, and the like arri- 
ficially compoſed; and the ſpringes 
within them, wound vp, and then 
letr looſe. As Archyras h:s doue, and 
Regiomonranus his like curioſtrics 
were;lome of which euen imirarcd 


exactly humane voyce and wordes. : 


Asallo is deliuercd ro vs by anti- 
quity , of Memnon's ſtatue , that 
gaue Oracles when the morning 
ſunne firſt shined vpon his eyes ; his 
pricites hauing in the night rime 
ordered the engines within , in 
{uch ſorr thar ſuth ſoundes and 
wordes should breake our of his 
mouth arr the appearing of the 
{unne. The like of which Monſieur 
des Cartcs was confident he could 


i 


| " 


y_ 
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q haue Res and I belicue thar 
- | Cornelius Dreble would hauec per- 
| R \ formed the like if he had bin ſerr | 
'" | - aboutir; aſwell as he compoled his | 
organes that when the ſunne Shined 
' . yponthem played ſuch ſonges as he 
had contriucd within them.And the 
| Inventions of ſtatues mouing them- 
” felues in divers poſtures and pro- 
| greſſions are now a dayes ſoordina- 
ry , that they may begert a credence 
of ſeuerall ſtories of the antients 
hich hauc hitherro paſſed for fa- 
bulous tales ; as when they tell vs 
that Vulcan and Daxdalus made 
Statues ro behane them ſeluecs like 
living perſons; And that Hiarchas 
calleX men out the walles to waytc 
ypon Apollonius Tyaneus ,and the 
like. And when he hath rcflcfted 
' ypon theſc thinges, {ett him conſt- 
;  dcr,howinfinitely the Archite& of 
nature and of all creatures , ſurpaſ- 
ſeth the ſubrileſt ingenicurs;And he 
will ſce that ſuch manner of ar- 
guing, carricth no force along with 
nn, 
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THE VI CHAPTER, 


T hat the foule hath a Being and 
Sroprieties of her oWene : Apd 


gon ſequently , is Immortall. | 
And of the nature and extent 


of the knowledge of a ſepara. 
fed ſoule. | 


T* Hus , hauing gathered from 

4 cheſcrbree propricties otknoy- 
ledge ( which vhe ina Shewed, are 
impoflible ro be performed by mee- 
re corparcall motions , or by the 
fole diſpoſition of groſfe and ſubri- 
le parres ) that the ſource of kno- 
wedge in-man is of an immateriall 
and ſpiriruall nature : Ir followeth 


that she harh anExiſtence or Being | 
of her one, andproprieties agrea- | 


ble rb ſuch a natyre : and conſe- 
quene'y » Char $he is a fſpiriruall 


ſubſtance. For it can nor beſayed, 


that she is an accident; ſeing thar 


Re nad 


all accidents imply a ſubſtance , of | 


——— , , 
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2 nature proportionable ro them, 
for them rodepend on. And therc- 
fore, if she were an accident, fince 
ve haue proucd her to be of ſuch 
4narure as canpor depend ot bodies, 


there muſt , be in man ſome other 
| _—_— ſubſtance whoſe accident 
$ 


e vere. Which no man will ob- 
cet, ſeeing rhere jSno pretence att 


all for any other ſpiritnall ſubſtan- 


| Ce to be in man belides his ſoule ; 


Pens / 95s 


And thar the xcaſon why any, per- 
ſon denyeth her ro be ſo, is be- 
cauſe rhey would not acknowledge 
any thing in Man tobe immareriall 
and other then meere body. Scein 

then that the foule is a Gicicuall 
ſubſtance , and hath an Exiſtence 
belonging ro her ſelfe, of her owne 
nature and ſtraine; thar is , a ſpiri- 
tuall one : Ir is euident that her 
cagtinuance dependerh nor of the 
body , that in this life is ber copar- 
tener; but that her Exiſtence fiill 
remaineth with her, after the bo- 
dies death :; which in familiar lan- 
guage , lignifycth that she- is and 


ROE WOE SES SW EE EI IEPIP To ri ihe EET he gd 


4 
CE atv. Fo SR Dh wua ds 


64 Or InrarLtiBitiTtY 
ſurviucth after the body is fallen 
from her; and that irs death , is 
her birth ; and the breaking do- 
wne of thoſe clay walles, is the | 
freeing of her from priſon , and | 
the ſerting her art liberty - fince by | 
that meanes , she enioycth fully 
and ſolely her owne Exiſtence , wi- 
thout being *clogged and peſtered 
vith a groſle yoke fellow Ge will 
baue a $hare of it whiles they are 
together, Neither can ir be ſur- 
miſed that any outward agent can, 
by working vpon her after this her 
birth our of the body , make her 
ceaſe ro be: lince by bing a ſpiri- 
ruall ( thar is an indiviſible ) ſub- 
ſtance, she is not lyable to anyof | 
choſe operations or locall motions, 
Or dlnllione char change and deſtroy 
bodies ; or is in danger of meeting 
with any other ſubſtance that is of | 
a contrary nature to hers. Beſides 
which, there is no meanes in natu- 
re that wee know of, to bring any 
fubſtance ro its end. Which 1 con- 
cciue is ſufficient for this _—_ 
oo 
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ſe; wherein your lordship will ex- 
c& no more, then that I proue the 
Foule to ſ{uruiue_ the bodies death, 
and ro be. in a condition like that 
ot Intclligences: or Angels.: And 
therefore 1 vill not troble you he- 
rewith ſuchMetaphyſicall proofes,as 
ro make them # Au vould require 
large explicatian and the Jaying of 
Principles a great way off : As for 
example, that ( ſince Natute repu- 
gncth againſt annihilation ) there 
can be no change in a thing that af- 
fordeth not matter to be ſuſceptible 
ofancew forme, Or, that where Exi- 
ſtence isonce ioyned irmmediatly to 
a {ubſiſtent forme v hithout marrer, 
there is nothing can ſeuer them. , 
_ Bur peraduenture ſome may con- 
cciuc I haue not giucn full ſatis 
fiction in this poinct , volcfle E 
anſvere the famous argumcnr whe- 
revith Pomponatius hath perplexed 
cuen the learyedeſt men thar were 
of his time, and haue bin cuer fin- 
ce. For thcir ſakes therefore, 1 will 
ſamnc vp in short what he vrgeths 
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againſt che ſoules cotitinuance after 
- the bodies death; and in asfuccin& 
4 mariner, give my folmtion ro his 
difficulty; To rhis cffe&t then he 
{eemerh to fay. Euety thing that 
nature makerh, is deſigned by her 
for. ſome proper and peculiar aCtion 
of operation, For it would argue 
ker | that is to fay', God, the au- 
thor of of Nature) of imprudence, 
if she shonld bring forth into rhe 
world , an idle and vſclefſe thing, 
that where to do nothing, and con- 
ſequently were to ferne for no- 
thing. Now, the propet opetation 
of Mans fonle , is to vnderſtand : 
phich a&ion of vnderſtanding , is 
verformed by the ſoules 7. Yg 
ring the fantaſmes rhar reſide in rhe 
brazne ; and without ſuch fanta(- 
mes, she can not acquireknowled- 
ve of any ching. But, afrer the bo- 
dies death , there ftemaine no fan- 
taſmes for her ro ſpecnlate; they 
being mareriall impreffions from 
torporeall obieQs ; and conſequen- 
tly., following rhe lotte of the'ma- 


1 
. 
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teriall part of man that comprifeth 
4nd harboureth them. Therttote 
ir followeth , that if she shonld be 
ſeuered from the body and ſurui- 
06 it, She would haue no operation; 
bur haue a ranke among Cbſtances 
for no purpoſe and to no end. Fot 
avoyding of which inconneniefce, 
there is no orher remedy, but to 
allow her Becing a ceffation aſwell 
as the Bodyes , when Natute hath 
putt a- periode ro all that he is 
able ro do or is fitr for, by taking 
from her the meancs by whcih one- 
ly she was able to worke. This is 
the ſumme of his obieftion. For 
the clearing of which, we may con= 
hider,that an agent may be conceiued 
to haue rvo {ortes of operations 
the one rranſhenrt into the ſubicCt it 
torketh vpon; the other immanent 
in it felfe. The firſt driuerh to che 
p rforming of ſome effe& ; which 

eing Compaſlcd , the action cca- 

ſeth. As when an Artificer ma- 

keth ſome thing , or a Traveller 

roeth to afiy place ; as foone as the 
F ij 
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one hath finished his engine , or 
the other is arrived to his iorncys 
end , their working and' their mo- 
tion do ceaſe.. But an action im- 
manent in the agent, continucth 
wcring though che cauſe be ta- 
Ken a way which did fſetr ir on 
foote. As when a burning coale 
Shincrh or glowerh., though the fi- 
re be out , and the blowing ceaſed 
thar kindlcdir : and as a bell hum- 
meth , after the clapper or ham- 
mer hath done ſtriking it. Many 
fuch conditions of a&tions we may 
obſcruec in Nature, which the latines 
docxpreſle by Neuter verbes, as Ar- 
dere ,ſplendere, furere, agrotare , tn- 


ſanire, and the like : all which do 


import a kind of exerciſe or aCtuall 
Exiſtence within the ſubicCt of what 
they ſignify , without relating ra 


any extrinſecall cauſe. The which, 


though they come verry Short of 
the acts oft our ſoule ; yet of all 
corporeall expreflions they come 
neareſt ro them : There bcing in 


our ſoulc,aKkindof vitall reflection 


E 
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in its pooper acts ; which being no- 
thing bur the very Exiſtence of the 
foule it ſelfe , doth comprehend and 
zqualiſe as much as 1n nature is 
perform ed by anagentanda patient 
and theirworking. In this manner 
it is , thar the ſoule after her fſc- 
paration from the body , continueth 
ro vnderſtand obiects , though the 
fantaſmes thar att the firſt ſerued 
her ro acquire her knowledge , be 
taken from her. And ecuen whiles 
She was in the body , the ſpecula- 
ting of fantaſmes was nor all the 
buſneſſe that belonged to her : for 
though it is true , the doing of that, 
vas neceſſary for her to be able ro 
ſtore her ſclfc with any thing : Yer 
She transferred the notions of thin- 
ges from thoſe fantaſmes into her 
own ſpirituall ſtore houſe ; and did, 
eyen her owne very ſelfe , become 
the thinges which she vnderſtood 
as ve haue already explicated. So 
thar she was built vp of the know- 


ledges that she thus acquired by 
ſpicitualiſing of obieCts and by con- 
E ij 
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uerting them into her ovne ve- 
ry ſabſtance. And that ſpecu- 
lation of fanraſmes which 1s at- 
tributed ro her in the body , is 
rather a paſſion then an ation : for 
the doing of that worke, is the ſou- 
tes receining impreſſion from thoſe 
fantaſmes. The retraining of which, 
is her knowing. And rhis knoving, 
muſt neceflatily remaine alwaycs 
vith ker ; ſince itis nothing elſe but 
She her ſelfe ſo moulded and fo im- 
preſſed, Thar is , her ownc Bein;: 
which becauſe iris a ſpirituall one, 
and ſupetior to corporeall ones, 
doth reſume init felfe the two na- 
rures of Effence, andof Operation 
thar in bodies are ſepatared : And {6 
is , both her Being anher Torbe, And 


conſequently she knoweth and vn+ | 


derſtandeth ( which is her proper 
opetation) when she is fencted from 
the body and hath no more fantaſ- 
mes to vorke by. Bur it is a Kind 
of ſtanding or fixed ftare of knowing 
(if foI may ſay) and immanent iu 
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het ſelfe ; ( as rhe Shining or glo- 
ving of a fire coale, ſeemeth to vs 
to be ) not atr all accompanyed 
kith motion , as is her gaining of 


vnovledge in this life. Which will be 


berter vnderftood , if we conſider 
how her firſt obie@, is Being ; and 
that her firſt operation , or vnder- 
ſtanding, is to be Being , (as, whoſe 
ellence is nothing elfe but a capaci- 
tyof knowlege , or of a new man- 
netofbeing Being ) and thatall rhe 
feſt of her vaderſtandinges, ate no- 
thing elfe bur ro know other things 
tobe ; or , forher tobe the Being of 
other thinges : that is , to idenrify' 
them wirhher ſelfeby this imbibirion 
of Being , that ſinketh the obie&s 
into her. And therefore , when a 
foule is once completly become all 
thinges ( thar is,that shc knoverh all 
thinges ) which She becometh in the 


very inſtant of her ſeparation , and. 


indeede , by her ſeparation from the 
body ; It is cuident, she needeth no 
further ation to gaine any thing 
orto better her ſclte. For she hath 
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thenall thar she is _—_ of bauing: 
and is att the periode she was made 
for. And jug Aearo4r » Pompona- 
tius his argument is EPL forcc, lin- | 
ce after the bodies dearth the ſ{oule | 
} may continue that operation ( of 

1 knowing ) which she is made for: 

| And not onely continue it , but 

l haue1t infinitly exalted and refhned 


; 
| 
} ” 
[ 
z 
F 


[ ouer what it waSin the body. 

By my anſwere to this obicCtion, 

1 Iam led to obſerue how a ſeparated 

foule muſt neceſlirily retaine know- 

| ſedge of whatſocucr she knew in 

| the body. For, fince her knowled- 

ge of any thing is her very Being 

| the thing she knoweth; It followeth, 

'*,  thar as long as he conſeructh her | 

| *- owne Being , the knowledge of that | 

thing muſt remaine with her, But | 

doth her knowledge reſte here 2 Hath 

| She acquired by this ſecond birth, 

| no addition to the ſtocke $she had 
bin toyleſomely rrafhiking for in 
this life 2 A childe in his. mothers 
wombe , hath no other cognition 

i then ſucha dull and limircd one as 

i | his ſen- 
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ſe66:rouching ar fecling could at 


| ford him; but as foone-as he is bor- 


neinco this yorldes light, he recei- 
ucth impreſtons-by his cyes of the. 
colors ;; figures ; iwudes ,. and 
other qualities, of alk Kindes of bo- 
dies that enuiron; him: And halt a 
ſoule;, borne-/inzo; that _— day 


| of iaccltleduall lighe', fee: rken:no; 


more rhenshe faw herein herdacke 
priforr > She $hall certainely. And 
rot. onely ſcemore, bur fee fo much 
more' , that-'ir - euven dazeleth: 


our:eyes to looke ypon: the excefte 
of ther feing, Love, vs! proceede by! 
cs; and: confhder "the orc- 


deruig of atew notions , begerrerh 
new/ knowl adges! and concluſions, 
thathewho wdimbued with thoſe: 
notions-neuer dreamed: of., rill he: 


| had marshalled and ranked them im 


fuch order. And by new ordering: 

and weauing thofe new concluſions 

among” themſclues ' and. witty this 

fonner notions, he further acqui- 

reth new knowledges. Which the 

more: numeraus they grow,the hig- 
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her and larger is their mulripli- 
cation; like numbers,which by cuc- 
ry addition of a new figure ,do cn- 
creaſe. their valewes tenne folde. 
Thus, fciencesdo grow; from a few. 
laine obuious . principles ro the 
vaſteneſſe we admire. So, rhe {cien+ 
ce of Mathemarikes, by 'enterwea- 
ning afewaxiomes and definitions, 
ſprooterh'our, intoan vnbelicuable: 
rogeny of ſubrility and variety.” 
ary ir {ſcience of Metaphy- 
ſikes, by ordering ſuch norions as: 
occurre to Jcuery man of common. 
ſenſe ,runnerh ouecr the whole. ma- 
chine and exrtenr of all char is : And 
not conrenr with the. whole world of 
bodies , and of what. is: meaſured 
by time, ſoarerh witha bold _ 
and piercing eye into a new worl 
of Intcllecuall inhabitants ; where 
finding them ſertled by their na- 
rurcina ſtareof zrernity , she per- 
cctueth time: thar deuoureth all 
thinges beneath their orbe , flide 
weakely vnder them into an abyſlc 
ot nothing; withour being able to 
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give the leaſt atrainrero their ſubli- 
mednarure.All this is done,meerely 
by orderly diſpoſing thoſe notions 
that by our ſenſes we acquire. And 
if theſe, in a man _( whole groſle 
allay of a body , ſo cloggeth and be- 
nummerh rhe vigour of his ſubtile 
inhabitant)do'grow vp toſo incredi- 
dible a bulke and height; whar vill 
their exrent be in a ſeparated ſoule,' 
that is all atiuity 2 Her nature,is,to 

be an orderer , or rather, to bean 

order it ſelfe : for #hatſocuer proce- 
deth from her , is orderly : which ir 

would not be , if order were not firſt 

in her. Order then being in her, ir 

muſt be hernarure; ſince all is na- 

rure and ſubſtance , in that thing 

which is indiuifible. Ir is cleare then 

thar whatſocuer is ordered by an 

agent whole nature is order ,it muſt 

ncedes be ordered ro the vrtmoſt 

aduantage that by ordering ir is ca- 

pable of. And conſequently , ſecing 


| . tharnew knowledge {ſpringerh out 


of the well ordering of precedent 
notions; It folloycth, that whar- 
G ij 
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ſacuer is Fnowable. our, of thoſe. 


notions. and; principles , is. tully 
knowne. by, a; ſepazated. ſaule.. Bur 
when we coniider the connexion 


thatall rhinges haue ,one with an 


other, ſeeing thatall the thinges. 


iw-the yocld, are butlike linkes of 
a chaine forged by anall knowing. 
Archiree ; whodoth all bis, wockes, 


by the rulcs of perkeQ order and,, 
wicdome;). ve can not doubt , bur 


that a {cparared.ſoule , by oxdering 
chaſe knoxledges she hath acqui- 
red inthe body', and by refleting 
pan. them, with her . valimited 
oNuicy and encrgy (She heing raca 
catidly a pure; Ada), mult necdes 
attainc to. the Knowledge of all 
that is. And if we examine, wherein 
this cangcxipnconlilerh., as.itis in 
our foule; we Shall-find that is is 
paced in.this., that. the rhing which 
th one notion.., is the ſame which 


thac the firſt. notion we, have of any: 


thing, doth by the nature of our 


vaderſtanding comprehend all, 


a 
hath an. other, Whereby we find. 
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other notions ; and that itcan nor 


be perfeHly vnderftoot, vnlcfſe all 
'vthers be knowne, Wherefore , we 


tay ' conchnde , rhar a' ſeparated 
fonte , dorh either comprehend no 
one thing , or elſe that shee muſt 
needes comprehend all thinges. 
As for example ; If she know her 
felfe, she knowerh that she was the 
formeof a body;& notonely of abo 
dy ingenerall,but vfone,fo compo- 


'ſed,ſo rempered ,ſo formed, and all 
'other particulars delonging to the 


body thar she is ſeparated fro. From 
hence 5he garhererh, rhat this com- 


pound oof ſoule and body, mult ne- 


ceffarily have a farher and a mother; 
and by the indiuiduall proprieties 
of her body ,she inferreth the indi- 
duall proprieries of her father and 
of her morher. Whoſe beiny ſuch, 
requiterh further ſuch and ſuch 
other cauſes and circumſtances 
thereon they depend. And cuer 

one of them, require ſuch'aud ſuch 
vthers rhat hane cauſed theta, And 
fo proceeding on ftom one to an 

G iij 
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other , she d'ſcouereth not onely 
the firſt, bur alſo all rhe cauſes-thar 
haue relation to one another: Which 
in effc& , is the complexe of the 
«hole vorld; ſince all thinges in it, 
haue ( one way or an other ) rela- 
tion to one an other, cicher neerer 
or further off : As Maiſter White 
hath ingeniouſly and ſolidely she- 
wed in the firſt of his dialogues of 
the world. And this is the merthode 
of acquiring all ſciences , by the 
vertue of ſyllogiſmes. And this 
vaſt extent of knowledge , vill be 
the firmer and the ſtronger in her, 
out of this regard, that cuery one 
of Hur ers He ae vill adde a con- 
firmarion and a verifying to cuery 
particular that she Knoweth. For all 
chinges in nature , hauipg a perfect 
connexion with one an other; who- 
'focuer knoxeth truly the nature of 
any thing , knoweth alſo the na- 
ture of all that hath reference to it, 
either as cauſe or as effect, or by 
any other regard that Jinketh them 
rogether, And ihus , cuery one of 
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her multirudeor rather infinity of 
knowledges , riueterth faſter each 
other of them : euery one of chem 
affording her a new reaſon, why that 
is{o;like ſtones in anarch, where 
eu2ry ſtone is not onely a ſupporr to 
it{ſelfe, bur alfotoall and ro' eye- 
ry one of the other ſtones that com- 

ole the arch. So that .cuery know- 
{edge of hers, hath a ſuperpropor- 
rion ina manner infinite, Rs 
any-thing she knew in the: body. 
[And according to the ſtrengrh of her 
knoxledge ; is the ſtrength of her 
other actions, as, of deſiring or lo- 
»ning any thing that her knovledge 
informerhs her'tro begood:lince they 
PRaney immediartly' from knov- 

edge; and are'more or leſfle vehe- 
ment,according as her _—— 
decyphereth them 'more-. or letle 
—_—_ the nature of good. 
Nor.cam' $she be deceiued by any ap- 


pearance of trurh , that may plant 

an Error in her, inſteed of a true 

'Tudgement : which is cuident , nor 

onely our of what'we haue cuen now 
G iti 
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{aid , that eucry one of herknoy- 
ledges maketh good cuery particu- 
larone inkber; but alſo more ime. 
diatly ourof this,that ir is mpoſi- 
ble for Contradictory _— 
todwell together in the ſoule; lince 
one of them, is engrafred in her, or 
rather is identifyed with her , by the 
nature-of Becing ; and the other, 
muſt conſequently be excluded 
from ber, by not being ; ( as cuen in 
in. this life, we .cah not iudge any 
thing ,arcrhe:fatnerime , co. be aud 
not to bc; ) Andthcrefore, finceall 
that she&knewin tbis world , remai- 
neth with her inthe acxt; and that 
out of the perfe& ordering of cat, 
she deduceth the knowledge of all 
thinges elſe , and ſo enioyeth the 
fulneſle of ſcience in ber; and that 
all shee knoxerh, is alwayes preſear 
to her, as being-in truth ber ovne 
indmifble nature |, lubſtance.,:and 
Being ; it followcth.,, that: no fal- 
Shood ( which;is a contradiction of 
ſome rcuth jincorpotated ,as 1 may 
ſay;, into» bex ſubſtarice ) can bays 
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admittance to her belicfe: And if 
any'w.cre miftakingly harbouted by 
ker during {ber abode 'in the body 
(which hindered her from comple- 
tely ordering her notions, and from 
deducing true confequences from 
them ) this her new condition of 
abundant hghr, ſfoone diſcouereth 
and cancellerh ir, 


————_ 


— 


THE VIL CHAPTER. 
Tbe anſwere to un obiettion. 


DV T if cmor, miſtaking, or fal- 
{ehood , can not harbour in adſe- 
parated foule ;, And that' rhe full- 
; vefle of knowiedge , be the perio- 
| 4 and perfceftion of her narnre; 


| It may arc the furſt light appeare 
| inpodibe rbat any ſoule —_— 
' Janie O ing happy. For, (ecim! 
that a Rational ado Sfrice 
of any tbing , dependeth of the Iud- 
gement that he makerth of Gach a 
thinges being good for him : It 
vould 1ceme , that there is great 
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Error in his knowledge, and much | 
miſtaking in his Iudgemenr , when 
he: ſerterh his harr vpon defiring | 
and longing after - char which is 
moſt WK and perniriors to him, 
To anſvere this obieQion ,] muſt 
entreate your lordship ro looke 
into the. nature of the will : Which 
though in ſubſtance ir be the ſame 
with the vnderſtanding ( thar is, the | 
'ſoule her ſelfe, according as $he is 
ready to proceede toaCtibn ) yet asit 
is the. origine of the ſoules deſires, 
and the impellent of her roaCtion, 
-It requirerh a particular conſidera- 
-rion. We. may then determine the 
vill ina Rarionall. creature ro bea 
maſtering - and conquering Iudge- | 
menr.or reſolution , rhar ers pe- 
remprorily vpon whar is to be done. 
Forit is .cleare,thatir is.nothing elſe | 
bur a Mans immediate diſpoſition to | 


vorke, orrodo ſome thing : And he * - 


is:allwayes ready to proceede to 
action, and doth proceede therero 
( vnleſſe he be hindred) as. ſoone 
as his. ynderftanding iudgeth 'and 
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telleth him. whar is beſt ro be do- 
ne. Next, be pleaſed to conſider 
bow. ve find oftentimes by experien- 
ce, thar_afrer we hauec iudged and 
determined by our reaſon and vn- 
derſtanding , what is. beſt and farreſt 
for vs to do;; there riſeth in our 
breſtes, a certaine materiall motion 
or tyde of ſpirits , thar beateth vs 


off from thar reſolution , and diſ- 


poſeth vs an other way. If ithap- 
pen thar this inundation of ſpirits 
do chance ro ebbe backe againe, and 
leaue the channell free for the cal- 
mer waters of reaſon ro haue their 


courſe in ; we returne to our for- 
mer temper and Iudgement. But if 


a new flood of them do breake. in 
ypon it, roo ſtrong for ir to reſiſt; 
then they carry the mans reſolution 
to their fide, Andaccording to the 
violcnceand repetition of their ſtro- 


" tes that bearce him off from his firſt 


m—_ , the reſolution that is 
made by them is ſtrong and vigou- 
raus.For as ourveryBcing,arid all our 
knowledges , in this world ; are ma- 
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de by materiall ations : So, more, 
and ſtronger knowledges and lud- 
ements , are-made by more andby 
rowger materiall' aCtions. Ant 
therefore , if thefe currents and ry- | 
des of mareriall fpirits , have rhe 
force zo make in a man fFrong im- 
prefhons. and 1udgements of the 
good they propoſe , and by a con- 
tinued long bearing vpon his vnder- 
ſtanding do in manner confine it tw 
whae they propoſe; they will in rhe 
end, as it vere blinde our reaſon”, | 
and make vs thinke onely , or art 
leaſt chiefly , of rhe good and ad | 
uantage that t agpeſt. | 
vill Goke into hy Na. Wy 
ſoule, and fertle there , the ap- 
prehenſions of whar they recom- | 
mend. And in compariſon of rho- 
ſe Apprehetifions ,, they will weaken 
the crath ve fee , making if appea- | 
re to vs like a dreame, or a thing 
in the ayre, tharconcerneth vs not. 
Which in this caſe, I may compa- 
re{ nor improperly ) ro oyle fwim- 
ming. vypen {ome heanicr liquor 


IP 7p ans 


OE IN ApEn: Hbegnt Ha - 9 Doe 
9” m&w co cy, 2 


COLL ergo on ff wr ww Tt" XxX ,x& . x _ 


— 


i OF RELIGHQN.- © 

_ *|'ig.2 caske. For ,, that rewainerh. 
2. | ur the roppe , withour motion or 
| aiuity ;/whiles, the water beneath, 
q | waneth. precipitoufly out; art; the: 
 (pigor mmro the veſſels thas axe ferr. 
95eceine it. In likke manner , be-' 
re, eruth remainerth withour all ef-: 
hicacy. ; whiles rhe cantrary. iudge-: 
ments , do flow impetuauſly' inte) 
aftion.._. Cory 


— 
1 
1. 


few, when a man thus tempe- 
- red comerh to. dye , and that folio 
compaund cometh: to. be refolued, 
X igro body and foule-;; Ie:is enident;; 
. | that ja his. foule., chere muſt re- 
Y 

Ir 


' | maine a great inequality, betwee- 
| | ne that ludgement, of hers which 
toncerneth. rhe materiall good; and 
_ | hegother,»bichoncerneth 4he-rrue! 
_ | good: And, thar alchough the cur-1 
rear of matecriall ſpirirs which was 
| your. to foment this Indgement ,, 
. be now gone, yet theeffect of their! 
ſoakes (char very ſame efle whichi 
remained in, her , when» focuer She: 
had rruce from their actuall. aſſaul-. 
+ | tes) remaineth after death in the 
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ſeparared ſoule ; and if it be the ||: 
ſtronger, will of ir ſelfe ſtill preſſe* }! 
- her on ro the ſame materiall good, |. 
thar the ſpirits which begotr it, re- | | 
commendedrs her. For'by the ſtro- | | 
ke of death , the: ſoule looſethno-' | « 
thing- of what she had purchaſed' | |] 
in the body : Bur all rhar she had | | 
or'rather: thar she was there, is en« | « 
larged and heighrhened by this ſe- | { 
cond birth of hers ; And $he beco- | i 

[ 

V 

b 


meth ſuch a thing , as the prece- 
dent moulding of her ſettled her | 
in a capacity to proue ; like as the | 
ſenerall 'parcels of  warme nudde | 
vpon the bankes of Nilus,, do'' be- i 
come ſuch various liuing creatures, 
by the laſt ation of the enliuening' | ; 
ſunne working 'vpon them , 'as by | n 
rheir precedent diſpoſitions and cir- | t 
cumſtances they were deſigned to | 
be. Adde to this, thatthere is no' | h 
formall oppoſition |berwecne two © 
ſuch ludgementrs in a man. ' Lerr' | t 
a 
| 
a 


the 'one of rhem be ( for example) 
thar it is good for him to'go to a 
feaſt, to latisfy and pleaſe his ap- 


"OF 'RELIGHON,”  &F 


16 +| petite; The other, rhat ir is/ berrer 
ſe | to 
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him to gorothe Church to pray : 
And-it is euident that the truth of 
this Jarrer , doth not contradict 


the/rrurh of rhe other '; bur':bothy 


of them are conſiſtent together. 
If then the dyerth with his ſoule 
fraught withtheſe rwo Iudgements, 


; death: will, leaue' them bork: iv his 


| foulezicach' of them ſtretched out: 


in ſuch ſorr as belongerh to. a ſe-- 
parated ſoule ; but ſtill , in ſuch 
proportion-as ir found them. 1n her, 
when ircame rodehiuerher out ofher 


; body. So that, if ir found them 


in ſuch a proportion that rhe Iud-. 
ent of good in going toateaſt, 
clearely, ouerbcare. rhe ludge- 


| menrof good in going to theChurch; 


the: dehire 'of feaſting in the: nexr 
world , will likewiſe ouerbcare in 
her the deſire of that good, for the 
obtaining whereof she was”: 

the Church ro-pray. And althou 
all rhe circumſtances and poſlibili- 
ty of going ro a_ feaſt, be raken 
avay , with the taking avay of the 
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body; yer s the. defire of feaſting 
( which dependeth not of conlide- 


rations to. be made in the next 


wodld:, but oncly of thoſe which 


were/made :in-the body } remaincth 
as froghand-as quicke avit waswhen 
che Man ſerrled his; laſt Iudgemenr 


and reſolution in this world; Nor | 
doth it: import;,; that a feparated' 


ſonle bath no aſt to: be. pleaſed: | 


with meat£cor with drinke. For,as all 
her:dcfres were framed in the bo- 
dy ; ſa, are they ſuch; as belong to.2: 
whole: complete: man, and nor t6- 
anaked foule; And therefore, he 
delicerh/ ro be built vp againe an 
eatire man, and to wallow againe 
in-fuch fenſuall. pleaſures as rhea 
preuayled: with hor, To which»b 
may'adde ,\that alchough a. fepara- 
red ſoulc have nor a trait ro relish 


meare-; yet She hath a will ro wish' | 


for it. - And this will, is nowro her, 
of a like naruce, as ro vs in this! 
world; the wisk of Beatitude; which 
dependerh, of no orher conſiders 


— 


cion , nor is. referred: ro any furrher | 


End; 


| 
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End ; Buc is of ic ſelfe the laſt End; 
as bridg defred for its owne ſake; 
and nor vnder the reglement, or to 
ſcrue for obraining of any thing 
elſe , more defired then it, Nox 
doth it preiudice what L haue here 
determined ;to conſider, that a ſe- 

rated ſoule, js a pure ſpirit, deliue- 
red from that impugner of Reaſon, 
her flesh, which vicd to draw her 
from her greater - good: For 've 
muſt nor —_— » her being & 

re ſpirit, to lignify her being an 
nd, gels ſpirie . Forte is bevy. de- 
filed by her habitation in rhe body. 
Bur $he js called pwre , by negation 
of conjunction ro any body : which 
hindereth nor , but that She may 
have in her ſubſtance, the ſpitiruall 
cfes and contaminations of a Core 
rupred body, For whiles she and 
her body were bur one thing ( both 
of them ſubliſting by one Exiſten- 
ee) the agents thar Fronghr vpon 
her body , did bwild and qualify het 
according ro what $he was to þe 
Fhen she vas to be ſeucred from her 

H 
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body , and ro Exiſt by her ſelfe. Now 
if theſe agents. were peruerſe ones, 
they hammered out ſuch effe&sin | 
her as made her become a ſpirituall 
monſter of many heads, ( which a« 
re, the reluftanc and incompoſlible 
Principles that rajgne in her) each 
of them draving and tearing her 
a different way trom the reſt; asin 
the next Chapter 1 $shall more am- 
ply declare. And — She er- 
reth not in proſecuting her iudge- 
ments and delires , ſuppoſing the 
Principles from whence they ſpring; 
which are now naturall ro her; yer 
all her operations, flowing out of 
thoſe principles, are ſtrangely de- 
fectiue, vgly, and monſtruous. And 
the reaſon why herludgements and 
affections in. this ſtate of ſeparation, 
are naturall ro her and #4. WAIT 
whcreas before they were bur ac- | 
cidentall ; is this ; Whileſt she vas 
in the body , there was no thought | 
or ladgement ſo deepely ſertled in | 
her, bur ( by reaſon of her bodies 
ſubicCion ro externe agents ) might 
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de weakened by the much importu+ 
nity of ocher'-choughts occurrin 
to: her and preſſing. vpon- her ; an 
by lirle and- licle , might be wor: 
ne away andforgortten : And there- 
fore cher nature, that was thus fle- 
zible and changeable in her Iudge+ 
ments'and dehres. , reſided purely 
in the common inclination ro:Good 
in abſtract or in generall; the which 
was common to-all kindes of deſi- 
tes 3 and-fo..,- onely 'the»defire ' of 
Good in generall, was naturall''to 
her; All parricular defires:, being 
but accidenrall ro her; and ſuch , 
as might: be remoued by extrinſe- 
call cauſes and 'agenrs. -.:Bur. when 
all rhis ſubjeftion of her ro ſuch 
agents by mganes of her body, shall 
be remooucd by death; and that no' 
cauſes Shall afrerwardes be:able to 
vorke! vpon her ;-and that She her+ 
ſelfe shall' be nothing elſe bur a 
Being or a ſubſtance left out of the- 
ſe impreſſions , the ſtamping of 
which is nowatt an end; Thoſe delires 
which formerly were but acciden- 

IH ij 
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tall, are now-become natural r6 
her. And whatſocuer she loueth 
for. ir ſelfe.,-remainerh; ſecrled and 
riucrted igher , a$ 4 ſupreme prin» 
ciple'; ouer which none other hath 
any authority or preualence ; and 
againſt which ,-ootbing 'canbe vr- 
ged to infceble, it. And in the mea» 
ne time ,all-other indgements'and 
deſires that are lcfſe prevalent then 
theſe ,do keepe rheir inferior ran» 
Kes and bcings z ( 'withour looſing 
ought: of ;the clearencfle of eubs 
gence that) accompanyeth. them: ) 
ynrill am'other change do come by 
#he reioyning of her bodie ro: ber. 
By all wliich diſcourſe ir appeareth, 
how a fepararcd foule thar is badly 
and ynequally built vp; isfree from 
error and fakthood in her ludge- 
ments ;'thongh her mifſeplaced af- 
fetions and ' the: improporrioned 
compoſure ofher will, do make her 
negle& her true good, for inferior 
and vnyorthy goods. 
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' THE VIII. CHAPTER. 


"Of the Mifery of a diſordered 
.  foule after it is ſeparated , 
h from the boa... 


TJ Auing cleared ( as b concei- 
& 4 ue) this great difficulty ; I shall 
apply my ſelte to explicate in: rhe 

eſt manner Lam able, tbe difference 
fates , that the different courſes 
znd manners-of lming in this world, 
do fſertle a fſeparared ſoule in. 
Theſe may be compriled ynder tvo 
generall heads; For ; there being in 
man txo prinezples from which all 
his operations do fpring ; Reaſon 
and ſenſe; bis ſoule and his body; It 
is cvident that according as cither 
of theſe ſwayerh and hath ftrongeſt 
influence into bis actions; his courſe 
of life is to receiue ics denomina- 
tion. I'vill begin with rakingashorr 
ſurnay of'a toule torne , from the 
body of a man that _ his: life 

itj 
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in the purſuirc and4n the enioying 
.of ſcnſuall obzects. Ir is already 
concluded, thar all the ludgemenrs 
and deſires which a man contraQerth 
in this life, do remaine- in the ſepa- 
red foule,in the ſame proportionand 
excelle ouer one an'other , as they 
vere here. It hath bin alſo shewed 
thar norvithſtanding ſuch a ſoules 
defiring a particular and inferior 
good, moreſtronglyrhen she dothan 
vniuerfall and {uperior. one : yet is 
She not carried by error -or miſta- 
king, to preferre the inferior good 
before: the ſuperiour ; bur Feth 
clearely the —— that in truth 
1s berweene them ;'and thar rhe ſu- 
perior good, is of irs owne nature, 
preferable ro the other; though , by 
reafon of the temper $he is in, he 
preferreth for her enioyment rhe 
Other meaner good. Next, lert vs 
Conſider the great vehcmence whe- 
xevith the dcfiresof a ſeparated 
foule are accompanyed. Examples 
dayly 'occurre to vs, of the great 
catneſtneſſe whecewith paſſhonare 
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men delire and proſecute the ob- 
ies that their-barres are ſerr vpon: - 
In ſuch ſorr , that neither Jifecul- 
ties, nor dangers, can diuert them 
from-them. And yet , the greateſt 
and yiolenteſt of theſe, is not com- 
able to the leaſt and weakeſt de» 
fre of, a ſeparated ſoule. In her, 
there is nothing that can retard any 
operation, that $he is abour - as in 
bodies there is ; vnto whom , mo- 
tion belongeth nor bur as they are 
moued by an other thing; and the- 
refore , all thar appertaineth ro chem 
in regard of motion, is in a man- 
ner reſiſtance ro jt, or a repugnant 
yielding ro what is roo ftong tor 
them : and conſequently , ſucceſ- 
ſion of time , and conueniency of 
place, and a maſtering pover in the 
agent that workcth ypon them, are 
required ro all corporeall motions 
and operations. But a ſeparated 
foule, being ( as ve haue formerly . 
cheved ) an indiuiſible ſubſtance,and 
not meaſured by time, nor com- 
prehended by place 3 and vithall, 


96 Or INFALLIBYILEITY 
her ſclfe being rhe principle of her 
owne operations ( which are nothing 


elſe , bur her very being what he | 


is ) Ir followerh that whatſocuer she 
doth or deficeth, is, with rhe who- 
le energy of her Nature; whofe force 
and aQiuirty bearerh ſuch proportion 
to the ſtrength of the greateſt and 
moſt povertull body that is, as all 
time deth ro an inſtant, or as the 
whole extent of quantity doth to a 
point ; ſecing , rhat her aQiuity 
( were $he ro worke ) reacheth to 
all place, and to the whole maſle of 
corporeall magnirude , in an in- 
diuifble of time. Now, lett vs 
apply theſe three conhderarions, to 
fuch a ſonle as we haue propoſed 
for our firſt ſuruay. Her wea- 
ring our her time in the body, with 
continuall conuerſation among ſen- 
fuall obic&s; and through the loue 
of them, her negle& of rational! 
and intelledtuall goods ; vill have 
cauſcd, that after death , her af- 
feQionsro them , vill prenaile oney 
welſe larrer. Such affections , can 

not 
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not be conceiued to be,bur of one,or 
buroftvo , or but of a few , of thoſe 
materiallobie&ts; bur of many, and 
of different natures. For the puddles 
of feshand:blood , hauing. this pro- 
perty , thar full draughtes of them 
do begerta faticrty and loathing in 


in the perſons: that tecde greedily . 
nw them ; their oyerburthened 


ſtomakes do ſeeke to pleaſe. them- 
ſclues by varicty ; and do hope to 
find fresher and quicker delight in 
ſome new.obic@; Thus, they trauell 
and wander as farre as rhey.can, in 
this labirinth of vanity: One plea- 
ſure - ſtill ſucceeding an. other : 
Their thoughres ſometimes bent 
vpon richeſlc , otherwhiles: ypon po- 
yer ;as often vpon honor: and eſti- 
mation from orhers ;. ſomerimes 


vpon reuenge.; and peraduenture, 
continually , ypotx the meaner ob-: 
ies char in their ſeucrall kindes do- 


affeQrheir grofler ſenſes; All this 


varieryof aftc&tions, thar-requirerh. 


lucceflion of rime ro be conrrac- 


ted and enioyecd in the body, will. 
I 
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rehde' togerher all arr once in the 


ſe d ſoule ; or rather , she her. 


:lfe will be all of them. Many of 


them, willbeincompatiblewithione; 


arorther:ycr shemuftendutethemall; 
& endure euery oneof theirdraving 
her a different way: like thoſe vn- 
happy monſters that ſome hiftorians 
cell vs of , which being compoſed 
of rwo-,.or of more, different ani- 


mals, vniced together by ſome part; 
of cheir bodies. common to'them all, 
they'' are ate continuall/ debate: 


among themſclaes: , one of ;them 


deliwing ro carry their whole loade 
one. way , or: to buſy. them(ſclues 


about one thing, the orher conteſ- 


md thar.. But che iwncom- 


riQ 

oolftb affeftions of ſuck: a ſoule, 
are yer more: lamentable then: can 
be' repreſented by the fad confi 
of ſuch monſters :for , theſe latrer, 
are nor inthe ſame. indiuiltble pla» 
ce: they are bur neeveone another; 
and they are not. alwayes' itoppolt- 
tion, and: art warres , betweene 


themſclucs': whereas , the :foules 
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vnhappy deſires , do conſtirure and 


' build vp her very ſubſtance ; which 


being indiuifible , chey lye alwayes 
rogerher in the ſame indiuifible 


| reſtteſſe bed : like ſnarling dogges, 


like angry vipers , and poyſonous 
ſexpenrs , perpetually biting and 
rearing one an other, Nor can any 
of them be layed a ſleepe, for one 


. ingle moment of time : They are 


continually awake , continually ra- 
ging , and continually deuouring 
one an other : and conſequently, 
continually deuouring thebowels of 
that wrerched foule that harbourerh 
them. Who in the middeſt of this 
torment-and miſery, feeth clearely 
thar ir can neuer haue end,as longas 
Shebarh being;she beingnow,no lon. 
ger ſubic& ro mutation: & thar the- 
refore he muſt remaine thus , for 
dl zterniry. But this rearing her in 
= by incompoſhble deſires, is 
ut part of. che rormenr she ſuſtay- 
nerh : She is ſo vnhappy, as to be in- 
capable of enioying any ons o 
thofe obieds: sbe fo extremely thirf- 
I y 
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reth after. None of them can fol- 
low her intro rhat region ,- where 
She now dwelleth ; nor hath the mea- 
nes or inſtruments to conuerlſe with 
them, were it poſlible( as ir isnot ) 
that they couid approch her and 
offer themſclues ro her. Conſider 
now how great an anguish endureth 
that man, who hauing paſſionatly 
ſerr bis hart vpon ſome þbeloucd ob- 
ie, is hindered from enioying ir, 
The proportion of his ſorrow , will 
be according to the proportion of 
his deſire , and tothe aQtiuiry of his 
nature, We ſee, how much the 
griefeof a quicke and ſmart perſon, 
exccedeth the griefe of a dull and 
heauy one ; and particularly when ir 
is for the priuation of the obie&t 
that hepriſcd moſt. We haue day- 
ly examples , of men, that dyc for 
ſich loſſes. How ſtrangely exccſhue 
then muſt the ſorrow be of a ſepara- | 
tcd ſoule, that wanteth what $he ſo 

vehemently delireth, and thar she ' 
is ſurc she $hall neuer attaine to 

cnioy 2 How great this ſorrow and 
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anguish is, we can not comprehend, 
becauſe we can nor comprehend the 
actiuity ofa ſeparared ſoule. But we 
Shall diſcoucr enough to ſtrike vs 
vichamazemer &horror att theſighr 
of it,if ve reflc&,how ſorrow &paine 


vorketh vpon a man in this life. It is 


cuident,thar cuen in corporeall pai- 
nes,itis not the bodythat feeleth that 
vhich tormenteth him. For if the 
mind be ſtrongly fixed vpon ſome 
other thought, ſo as not ro attend 
unro what paſleth in the body, or 
that by outward agents 1s _ 
vpon it, ( as happeneth inExtalies, 
and in like vehemenr applications 
of the minde an other way ) the man 
feeleth neither goute,nor ſtone,nor 
the inciſion of any ofhislimbes,nor 
the violent action of hre ſeering or 
burning any of his ſen(1bleſt parres. 
Itis the ſoule then rhar feelerh all 
ſuch paine; and the body , with its 
{cnſes, ſeructh bur as the channell 
or conduite to carry it to her, Much 
more is it out of all queſtion, that 
theſorrowesof the minde,relide one- 
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ly there. It followeth then , that 
fince onely the ſoule is ſuſceptible 
of torment ;a ſeparated ſoule , muſt 
neceſlarily be lyable rhereunto, in 
an infinite cxcefle beyond what an 
ecmbodicd one is capable of. Now 
conſider , how all the eujll that can 
arriue ro her, is, her being croſſedin 
her afteCtions , and her þcing depri- 
ued of what $she defirerh and ten- 
derth vnto with greater aCtiuity and 
prefſure , then that wherevith the 
vcight of the whole vorld would fall 
Ne. toits place and center , if af- 
rer being remooued from it by a 
maiſtering force, it were ſfoddainly 
lert arr liberty to returne whither its 
grauity would carry ir. And from 
hence we may conclude whar a ftate 
of violence, and of ſuffering con- 
tradition ro her nature, muſt ſuch 
a ſoule neceſſarily be in 2 It is cui- 
dent, that all che rorments inuen- ' 
red andinflicted by ſuch Tyrants as | 
hauc bin moſt ingenious in cruelty; 
or cauſed by the violenteſtand sbar- 
peſt diſcaſes; are but shaddowes wo 
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w#barſuch.a:ſoule endurerh. To hei- 
hren yer more the anguish she 
ineth; she lookerh with an cn- 
yious eye vpon the.exceſline happi- 
nefſe thar other foules enioy , who 
ſpent their -rime in —_— them- 
lugs with ſuch true goods as now 
do ſettle them in ſuch a delightfull 
ſtate: Shee ſeethihow caſy irbad bin 
for her rohaue made her ſelte one 
of that happy number : and how 
foolishly she tooke more paines to 
render Cir ſelte thus miſerable, 
then they baue done to attaine 
Beatitude : ſince the ones cour- 
ſe, was a calme ſmooth progre- 
fe in the high way that nature 
herſelte traced out to them , and to 
all men elſe that haue the good for- 
tune to diſcerne it: and rhe others, 
was a continuall royleſome wan- 
dring in the rugged and ftony by- 
pathes ,full of bryars and thornes, 
where incuitable precipices ſurroun- 
dedthem on euery hand. And $he 
{ceth that the thinges for which shee 
tooke all this paines, and for which 
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She now endureth ſo much , and loft 
ſo much; were moſt vnworthy and 
moſt contemprtible pleaſures; not 
deſcruing 'the name. of + pleaſures, 
cuen whiles they were enjoyed in 
rhcir greateſt height ; thar $he is 
aShamed , and hath horror ,, to 
thinke of: And yer, ſo yretchedly 
vnhappy $he is, that: she can 'not 
choole bur preterre them infinirly 
aboue thoſe true goods, which art 
the ſame time $he ſecth doin reality 
and in ſolide eſtimation more inf 
nitely ſurpaſlerhem ;And which the- 
refore she can not forbeare louing 
and deliring with a moſt vehement 
earneſtneſle , though nor ſo much as 
the maſtering affections that tyran- 
niſe ouer her. And conſequently 
She is moſt vnhappy , vpon that 
{core too ; fince her miſplaced affec- 
tions, haue rendered her incapable 
of enioying any pleaſure in- them; 
How miſerable muſt we. conclude 
{uch a foule to be, though $he re- 
mained in this ſtate for neuer {o 
Short a while 2 Bur when we conſider; 
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hoy-she is ro remainc 1n this condi+- 
tion-for all zrernity ;\that nothing 
can neuer happen to: counfort her, 
or! to/ all»dgdhor trorments' , much 
leflet ro' lay! rhem x fleepe tor one 
ſmall -momenr of rime ; that $she 
is certaine- they .v1ll dure for cucr 
all:n a heape , and each, fingle by it 
ſelfe, corroding her bovels vith the 
fame raging violence; vhatdiftreſle, 
«hat horror, what deſpaire muſt she 
bein? 1f the looking vpon eternity 
virhour faint eyes, M) che raking 
{uch a poore ſcanrling of ir as we are 
able , by' adding of the 'greareſt 
numbers we can Arava, in our 
fanſies ro others as great as they; 
then, multiplying e berweene 
them(lelues and with their pro- 
ductes, till we haue wearyed our 
ourſelucs , and exhauſted the rules 
of Arirhmetike and Algebra, in 
counting millions of yeares that it 
isto endure: And yet afterall, ve 
find that ve haue nor attained to 
{o much as a shadoy of thatall com- 
priſing ,neuer cnding , cternity : ſo 


106 Os InrFaAlLLIBILITY 
that we grow giddy with ſecking t0 
ſumme vp ſuch an cndlefle account: 
What should we conceive will bethe 
ſenſe, rhehorror , and thedeſpaire, 
of ſuch a ſoule; who by the fupe- 
riority of her naturcchath now full 
Knowledge , in its moſt horride 
ſemblance , of tbat dreadfull erer- 
Nity,whoſe bare shaddow (or ſcarce 
fo much) trikerh vs into ſuch an 
amazemont and aftright 2 

By this lircle ( very little, in 
reſpedt of what this ſabie requi- 
zeth ) Your 'Lordsbip| will concei- 
ue , wbat apprehenſion I make of 
che tare of a {cparatcd ſoule builr 
vp .of impropartionable and vne- 
guall iudgemenrs , by having in this 
hfe entertained her ſelfe totally or 
chijefcly with materiall obic&s, and 
erg her maſtering affeCtions on 
them. 
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of the Beatitude of 4 Well or. 


dered foule , after ts ſepara- 
tion from the body. 


T is now time that we turne ouer 

rhe leafe, and take a view of an 
other foule , that in this life hath 
cultivated her knowledges and af- 
feftions ro the beſt aduantage ; and 
hath employed her fſelfe, about in- 
tellectuall and reall goods ; and 
hath contracted a Joue of them ; 
and in compariſon of them, negle- 
Qerth the other muddy ones thar 
belang ro flesch and blood. Ir is 
evident out of what I haue former- 
ly aid, that the affetions of ſuch 
a ſoule , when $he $hall be our of 
the body., will be wholly benr vpon 
intellectuall goods; as, knowledge, 
and truth ; and' that if she enfoy 
them , she will be contented and 
happy. Thar $he $hall enioy them, 
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is already concluded ; when ve 


Shewed , how cucry leparared ſoule, | 


is endoved vith fulnefle of knowled- 
ge, .and Shall vnderſtand and know 
all that is. knowable in natute; 
which importerh , All rhar is, that 
eucr vas, and that cuer $hall be; 
And thar she shall know all this, 
rruly without any admixtureof falſe- 
hood or error. But what degree of 
happineſle $she $hall be in by ſuch 
knodyledge , is that which we are 
ro inquire 'into: In doing where- 
of , we Shall be faine-ro rake our 
meaſures, by diſcourſing compara- 
riuely of her delightes, to ſuch as 
do delighra ſoule in this life ; fin- 
ce'{uch a ſoule is ſo noble a crea- 
ture, and ſo aboue our reach, that 
we are not able ro iudge poſitiue- 
ly of her by looking fingly on her 
ſelfe , in her owne nature. How 
grear the pleaſures of ſenſe are, is 
but too caſte to apprehend. Man- 
kindeis continually roo conuerſant 
with chem, ro be ignorant of them. 


And fo powerfull they are, thar ve 


 Q_« 


mute = wa, —— = Anh 3 89twegrzeE?3y 


OF RELIGION. 09 
dayly ſee men of excellenteſt par- 
tes , ſacrifice their whole liues ro the 
purchaſing and enioying of them. 
But if we compare them with the 
leaſures of the minde, cuen in this 
yorld ; we $hall find thar in reſpeCt 
of them , they are flatt , meane , 
brutall ', and inconfiderable. We 
ſee dayly examples of perſons, thar 
hauing bin deepeſt immerſed in tho- 
ſe, ( and therefore can not be ſuſ- 

eted , ro wanr che skill of gu- 
tiog them ) as ſoone as they haue 
come to relish the ſuperior deligh- 
tes that are afforded by Intclleual 
oods ( for euery traſt is not pre- 
Tandy firted for them; being de- 
praued by preoccupation of the 
others ) they grow ro deſpiſe the 
entertainements. and obiects rhar 
formerly were the Idols of rhcir 
affeftions ; and do acknowledge , 
that one houre of contemplation 
of ſome noble truth , outweigherh 
in the (cale of pleaſure , yeares of 
ſuch delightes as belong to ſenſe, 
Bur I muſt nor content  my(ſclfe /, 
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vith producing examples or autho- 
rities , to your Lords ip : Such ar- 
guments are. to. be vied onely to 


thoſe that can not | prey into! | 
es 


the natures and cauſes of thinges, 


You will expe@& from me , that I | 


Should lay che groundes, why In- 
relectuall pleaſures , do , of their 
ovne nature , affet a man more 
then corporeall ones. This is ea- 
lily and preſently done , it we but 
conſider what it 1s in Man that is 
affeed with pleaſure :; enen with 
ſenſuall pleaſure. And as before, 
in point of paine ; fo here , vpon 
the ſame principles, we shall finde, 
chat ir is not the body, but the ſou- 
le, thax is affeted vith pleaſure, 
and that the body and ſenſes , do 
bur ſerue ro conuey the outward 
obiedts or motions , to the rribunall 
of the minde ; whoonely ſauourerh 
and embraceth them vnder the no- 
tion of delighttull . 1f she be di- 
firaughr an other way , with ſome 
ſtrong rhought that carrieth her 
from the preſent obiefts and com- 
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pany ; be the man arr other times 
neuer {o much afﬀeted with muſi- 
ke,(for cxamplc) or with pictures 
and:ſtarues., or wich partumes , or 
vith- pleafant/ wines , or with: like 
enterrainements of rhe ſenſes : All 
thefe may beare art their dores ; and 
yet he be ſo farre from being then 
delighted. with. them ,, chart he will 
not ſo much as haue taken noti- 
ce of - chem. If "then it be the 
foule onely that taſterh pleaſure, 
She-onely being capable of cogni- 
tion and able ro' make reftexion', 
(which are neceſſary circumſtances 
to the enioyin of pleaſure ) Ir 
followerh accefarily that in a well 
compoſed man: thoſe.delighrts muſt 
affett him moſt , that are moſt a- 
greable and proportionable ro thar 
part of him by which he is. deligh- 
ted; He who-fcelerh northistruth 
experiment allywichin bimſelfe;may 
be ſaid: ro have: the complexion of 
his: ſoule ſpoyled ; like thoſe ill 
gouerned maydos, who by feeding 
on; trashwf bad:nourishement , de 


iQ2 Or IntaitiBrviTY 
gert the greene lickenefle; and then 


do: loath meates of wholeſome iui.; 
ces. For, the truth is ( though it] 


fall not within che compaſle of this 


diſcourſe) that humane narure hath: 


bin corrupred'in its very ſource; li- 
ke a child that: fuckerth contagion 
from an-infe&ed: nurſe; and is de- 
liuered ouer ,, roll afteions, and 
to ignorance of what is good for it. 
Now |, the proper bulineſle: of the 
ſoule , is the cnriching her felfe 
vith knowledge ; and her farisfa- 


ion and contentement , is the 


contemplation of rruch. If ithe 
doing that, in the loweſt and mea- 
neſt ſubic& of knovledge, (quanti- 
ty , which 15 but rhe!r.accident and 
attendant of bodycs our: of the 
conſideration of which , Geometry 
hath its- birth ) and 'whoſe'yeriries 
haucino reall exiſtence in naturey 
but: may ſceme in wefett of: foli- 
de ſubſtances; ro! be but fme cob- 
bewebbes ſpunne /in / the ayre ;-If 
* that ( 1 ſay) do, oftentimes carry 
men of ſtrongeſt. partes ahd iudge- 

ment 
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ment by the delight and pleaſure 
they find thercin , to the neglect 
of all ſenſuall pleaſures, and euen 
of their life ir Cite ; How great may 
wethinke muſt the delight be of bim 


" thar should haue the ſolide kno- 


xledge of whole Nature it ſelfe, 
and of all her reall and numerous 
progeny 2 If the contemplation of 
a few lines , Angles , and figures , 


whoſe Exiſtence is no were conſidc- 
rable bur in the braine and fanſy of 


him that playeth with them ( for 
they are bur like ſport and exer- 
ciſe to rhe minde , ro getr her an 


appetite ro meate of ſolider nou- 


rishement ) can carry avay with rhe 


delightfullnefle of ir ſuch a man as 
Archimedes :( one of the greateſt 


vits that cuer: were ) ſo farre , as 
rather ro part with his life , then 
vith ſo pleaſing a thought: Whar 


pleaſure muſt there be in conlide- 


ring rhe whole machine of the Vni- 
uerſe, and of all the bodies that are 


contained in it? ro þchold the beau« - 


tifull proportion and ſymmerry , 
LeneSh K 
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that is in euery parr of it ? thead- 
mirable.connexian, that is betweene 


cach one of them 2 the nature of | 


enery one in particular ? and the 
long cbainc of cauſes and effeds, 
thar runnerh trough themall, and 
comprehenderh them all? Bur when 
fromhence, we raiſe our {clues abo- 
neall this, and:diſcouer anew world 
( infinitely greater then all this) of 
pure inte]lleQuall crearures ; that 
haucno allay of quantity or of þo- 
dilineflce; that are not meaſured by 
time 4 that are not compriſed in 
_— that ace ſtored with infinite 

owledge; and that enioy all pol- 
fable bliff and happineſlc, all at 
oncc ; And thar this all arr ance, 
Shall be ſtrerched our ro ancuer-en- 
ding Erernity : what wordes can ex- 
prelle , how this thought muft 
necdes affect him rhar penetrareth 
duely into ir ? But, when ro all his, 
he adderh , that theſe are nor bare 
truths which are onely pleaſant to 
looke vpon, and do nor concerne 
bim inhis-owne particular : bur that 


- > 1 


Pe | ' OÞ WW” yy Foy th. Y = Woe OW» 


we 


Fr DD W Cty uw zz PR —©-$2- 


--0F 'Rx11610n. | in 
mdeed , whiles he contemplaterh 
theirnature , he informerh himſelfe 


| of this owne ; And thar he doth nor 


fudy chis .mappe, like a ſcholler 
that \is Jearning: Geography ; but 
like an Emperor ,an Alexander,thar 
is providing ro make himſelfe 
at the whole region he (cerh 
there abridged before: him ( for to 
ſuch aiſtate :, his ſoule will arriue, 
when She Shall be our .of rhe body ) 
Vhat ſoule-rauishing pleaſure can 
ye conceiue he chen:cnioyerth 2 How 
ltle muſt:he ferr by all che fond 
royes rhat vulgat peoplebuſy them- 
{clucs abour 2 Amd- how contempri- 
bleand baſe muſt he indge-all choſe 
pleaſures ohat-affe@& rhe ſenſes ; in 
refpe&t | of: this; char now: fillech, 
bycleth , abd enlargerh his ſoulc? 
Yerallthisis bur. a. shaddow ; nay it 
snot{ſomuch;itas nothing;; ma reſ- 
pect of the eleefi_eaſedcmicmed 


foulc thar dating bor habitation in 

the body,cultiuated theſethoughres: 

Vhich ve shall the berter: difcerne, 

ifxe examine: the differences. that 
2 nl 
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are berweene the cognitions, from 
whence ſpring the pleaſures, of an 
embodycd, and of a ſeparated foule, 
When a man. knoverh 'any thing, 
his ſoule ſpecularerh rhe fanraſmes 
that are in his brainc; and by refle- 


- Xi0N = his knowledge , he is de- 


lighted with-jt: and the more pre- 
ſent he maketh ir-to himfelfe' by 
cloſe refleion, the more is his de- 
light : Bur the knowledge of a ſc- 
parared ſoule, is alwayes cflentially 
rears to her;zir is her very ſeclfe; 
exowne very Eſſence & ſubſtance: 
vwhichcannor choofe bur affect her 
more vigourouſly.and- lively, then 
what is but knocking atr her dore. 
Next ,a man'can thinke'of bur one 
{angle thing att atimejandarr that 
preſent , be delighred: with that 
onely ; which is, becauſe his ſoule 
not being able: ro. worke whiles it 
isinthe body;, but by meanes vf 'the 
fantaſmes/in rhe braine; and the 
being mareriall obicts ,:and refi- 
ding in a materiall place ; the one 
of them shouldererh our | his fello« 
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yes, whenfocuer he comerh to the 
narrow window by which he is to 
chew himſelfe, and to giue an ac- 
coufit of himfelfe , ro the ſonle. 
But'a ſeparared ſoule, $hall inthe 
fame indiuifible of time , refle& 

nall, and euery leaſt circum- 
ſtance that she knoweth ; which is, 
all: thar She gained! knowledge of 
during her whole abode in the body; 
and all that can be deduced onr of 
thar : which ( as I haue formerly 
Sheved) is all tharis, or'euer was, 
in the world, or euer hall or can be. 
And $he $hall haue perfte&t know- 
ledge , not onely off euery one in 
particular ; and of all the cauſes, 
eftes ,conformities, contrarieties, 
and ſuch | other circumſtances' as 
immediatly belong to euety one of 
them: Bur shall alſo ſee the conne- 
xi0n that cuery one hath with cucry 
one't. how the feuerall linkes of 
this admirable chaine thar eontai- 
neth all that is in the world, from 
higheſt ro loweſt , are ſo firted'to 


'Phe- an other , that (if -any one of 
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them were bur broken or in difor- 
ger, all would fall in pieces; and 
withall, are made with: fuch power- 
fyil art , that cucry one of themis a 
fuppert and a {trengrthning to all the 
reſt: So that the whole empire of na- 
rure muft be deſtroyed , before 
there.can be the leaſt failing inany of 
the meaneſt of them. In the rhird 
place. lett vs .conkder how an em+ 
odyed foules knowledge is but a 
Kind of paflion or impreſſion from 
outward ,obiets;and in all her ope- 
rations ,is dulled by her heauy and 
reſtiſtenr copartner : Bur a ſeparated 
{oule, js a-pure aCtiuity ;aſubliſtent 
forme ;znopotentialiry or reſiſtance 
belonging to ir: So that nothing 
among bodies , can expreſlſe the na- 
ware and manner of its working, It 
vere too litle , farre ,toſay t';ar her 
operations are like the ſoddaine- 
neſſcof che ſunnes illumiparing;the 
whole,.þemiſphere, or likethe-quicke 
violence of lightening ,wben inthe 
twinkle of an eyc it reacherh from 
Eaſt x0 Welt and:tearctb yalt ries wp 
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bythe rootes , and onerturneth ſq- 
| lideftbuildinges: for þerweene ſuch, 
and the weake creeping ofa ſnaile, 
there is ſome: proportion ; bur be- 
txeene the orher , none att all. In 
the fourth place , lert vs conſider 
how the pleafures of this life conſiſt 
in {uccefſion. When one part of them 
is, the otherpartes of it are not. Or 
rather, no part of them is preſent. 
For you can not aſſigne, not ſomuch 
as vith your thought , any preſent 
moment ; but whiles. you are thin- 
king of it ,ir vanisherh.{f the Nur 
which you would pitch ypon , be 
more then an indiuifible inſtanr, 
part of ir is paſt, and the other part 
not yet come : what you graſpe att, 
x0 ſtay ir from ſliding by you, is ſuch 
an.indiuifible as may be called no- 
thing ; and yer that nothing, whiles 
ou are but thinking Here #4 15,5 

wne as much our of your reach 
asthe firſt houre the world was:icrea- 
ted iin. On the other fide; _— 
fures of a In ſoulc, are ſtrer-- 
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deth ir fſelfe; by an vninterruprted 


-ſucceſſion,of continuallenioyingyi- | 


.thoutany diuilibiliry,or ſubſequent 
-or precedent partes , of its durance: 
And do comprehendall fuceſlion,all 
rime, (were it multiplyed by the ſan- 
des of theſea ,vpon millions of yea- 
res; and infinitely beyond all that) 

not in one permanent andiſtandin 
Now , of a&tnall compreheniion of 
them by Exiſtence ( vhich þbclon- 
gcrhonely to God) bur in an aſlu- 
rance/and euident certainty , that 
'her preſent happy codition is lyable 
rono change,to no viciſlitude,tono 
diminution , tono ebbing and flo- 
ving. The pleaſures that would re- 
quire millions of yeares to taſt them 
all (and infinitely more) are here 
by a ſtrange Alchymy. diſtilled and 
exalred intoa quinteflence of one 
minute, which minure is fixcd for 
eucr from flecting, is permanent, 
can neuer fade, or the pleaſuresof 
ir relenr in the leaſt degree. And in 
the laſt place, let-vs conlider hoy 
greatanallay to allche _— 
cas 
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thislife, is, the caſuality of :them: 
the chought:tharithey maybetaken 


_ fron\him who:enioyerk: theny;: or 


hefromirhenizand), rhat grietesand 
ſorrowes: may-'facceede to the hap- 
ieſt;humane condition” 'that- can 
aiwetinedi is enough to ſower it 
all;Buraſcpararedfoule 1s ſecure 
that: she rcan*neuer haue 'her'ſtate 
changed; She knoverh; thar for all 
zrcrnity-; ir vill. euer-be rhe ſame. 
Her/.plektute 9 reſult of 
hexknowiddge;;she-feerh'clearcly 
thar there atc. bur! rhteE _ by 
vhich any change caricome im vpon 
it: Andafiall theſe be ſafely barred 
&fcncod;sheis.om vfdanger otiany 
niurarion./Theſethree'; are ; either 
her ſelfe; whois rheknowver; or the 
obie&ts';which she knowerh; or the 
knowledge, char, she hath of them. 
As for:her ſelfe;;hor Indivifibility, 
andher/immarorialivy , Yo excrapr 
her, both from any inward princi- 
ples of fayling* within her” ſelfe, 
and fromthe pover of any onrward 
Agents working to: her preiudice: 
L 
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Andthercetore ,on-rtbar ſide ; $he is 


mautable. As for the; dbiects sho 
kgovyeth; there can arviite mo:ichan+ 
ge in them ,in regard:ofther'; for 
though'ſome- of them be ſubicd ro 
the nyo of _ z = rear | 
quentiy are\ alvaycs: 1H a: flecting 
and changing obditien Jericho 
changes sheisawvareatg:theyiareall 
preſent ro her + fo; that if rhey: (did 
not-changeaccordingratbelawders 


led for: cheirichange;, which iche-id 
fully atquaintedmweth: ;: cbere would 
bea. change uithem ,-in refpecd of 
her, Laſtly; ber knowkedge, can ads 
mitt.no- change ;'bnce! nothing : of 
wyharshe Caover by ca eytrbeoloft 
by hes ; it, þcivg all/zs;! indefcctible 
as her ſc}fe 4-ahd indeod;, her very 
{clfe;; Neyther | can '$he ougedach 
any. new knowledge to. contradid 
or: weaken! what iShe+ already kno 
veth zlince. She alrcady knowerh 
all tbax is knowable. And thus it is 
cuident; rhar her pleaſure , bcin 

built ypon- theſe indefetible; an 

vnchangeable foundations , is im+ 
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mitable, and wvill-laſt in the ſame 
height forall-crerniry : And of this, 
che .is moſt certaine ; and conlſe- 
quently cnioyerh her happineſle 
vich all ſecurity. Lett vs now ſum- 
mevp the account we haue bin ma= 
king of a happy soules joyes ;and we 


$hall finde the product fo great as 


vill amaze vs. Wehaue found , how 
the pleaſureofthe ſoule,conliſterh in 
knowledge; or,atleaſt,isareſulrot 
knowledge. And to preucnt , that 
ſenſuall men may not thinke this to 
be-buta dull and flatr pleaſure, in 
reſpect. of the poinant ones thar 
the body ſcemeth ro be arbirer of; 
ye haue shewed, how cuea all cor- 
poreall pleaſures, are no otherwiſe 
pleaſutes! then' as they affect the! 
foule ; and thar it is onely shee,, who 
sdelightcd with them : And that 
her owne proper and immediate 
pleaſure, fort affe& her, cucn in 


this life, xithout compariſon more 

then thoſe rurbulent ones which 

come to her by the conduites of her 

lenſes, after rhat cuſtome and due 
L ij 
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perception of them hath: once ren- 
dered them- familiar ro her , and 
hath reſtored her- ro-the goucrne- 
ment of that Common wealth which 


her vaſſalshad gotten poſſeſſion of in 


her minoriry , and whiles(as 1 may 
ſay) she was in her cradle and not 
yetawake,We haue found, that this 
pleaſing — isnot onely, of 
one, or of aftewobictts; (like thoſe 
of men; who. whiles they arc intent 
vpor: the 'delightes of one obie&, 
can'nor relish choſe of an orher) bur 
of the. whole-machine of rhe. Vni- 
uerſe ; all, thar'Gods hand mayde, 
nature,cuerdid, will, or can make, 
gouerne ,/ and conſcrue ;-and hoy, 
when ,and why;; she performeth all 
her xorkes: Nor onelyinallrhe valt 
world of 'marter , ( whereof ve 
in thislife , conuerſe with , and haue 
knowledge: of , bur: the leaſt par- 
cels):Bur alfb in the much vaſter 
Region of ſpirirs who , belides the 
ncere infinity of their number, haue 


yet this aduantage ouer corporeall 


thinges, that the meaneſt and lov Uy 


all 
{1 3 


+ OE RELTGTON. 125 
veſt ofall that innumerable mulri- 
tude, is an enrire world within him- 
ſelfe , infinircly grearer richer more 
beautifull and excellent then all 
the whole vaſt world of bodies; And 
hath infinicely more power to wor- 
ke what he will vpon it all, and 


iypon cuery part of it, att once,(when 


the doing fo, should agree with the 
rules of his wiſedome') then the 
ſtrongeſt Gyant that fiction cuer 
builr vp, can be imagined ro haue 
in retpc& of mouing a lender ſtraw 
or downy feather, or of creshing a 
litle bublſe vpon the water. We 
haue alſo ai thar rhis vnfatho- 
mable ſea ofknovledge, is alwayes 
in a high flood of a ſpring tide 'on 
euery coaſt; not ſometimes ebbing 
&pþ one $hore, whiles it flowerh on 
an other ; but alwayes ſwelling and 
rouling eucrywhere oucr all bankes 
that might hemme it in; and enioy- 
ing all her ſcuerall knovledges, 
and the delightes of them , all arr 


zMcezas intent tro euery one of them 
mparricular, asto any one of thera 


Liij 


126 Oy INnFALL1BILITY. 

wharſocuer : Which are ſo farre from 
breeding a confuſion , that euery 
one of that incomprehenſible mul- 
tirude , ſtrenghrheneth and heigh- 
reneth euery other of them ; and is 
againe ſtrengthened and; heighre- 
ned byir; and each , maketh the 
other be more taſted and berter re 
Jished. Which raſt in her , is nota 
cold or flatt one, dulled and blun- 
red with roo much feeding vpon her 
delighres ( as happeneth ro corpo-- 
reall ones, who looſe their ſmarte- 
neſle, cither by the roo great actiui- 
ty of the obiets working vpon 
them , as when roo great a Tight 
blindeth ones eyes; or by being too 
much glurted vith them, as when 
one ſurferteth with delightfull mea- 
res zand the like) bur is all aQivity; 
akind of perperuall growing in ap- 
perite ; a continuall effuſion of ir 
ſclfe with violent tranſport vpon 
this All ard cuery leaſt barcell af 
it , that ſo delighteth ir. And yet 
this effuſion is not as vpon a plea- 
{ant obic& arr ſome diſtance from it 
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ſelfes as when a' man lookerh vpon 
a'faire _ or fairer” original], 
that delighterh . him : Nor yer att 
lefle. diſtance ,as when pleaſant wine 
or meate fliderh ouer the palare 
thar is affected with then, and doth 
mingle ſome litle aromes of their 
bodies with it : Nor as when more 
delighttull motions makeachange 
in the'ſenfibleſt parres of a mans bo- 
dy, to begert in him a higher ſtraine 
of pleaſure then all the former; then 
which, it may ſeeme that norhing 
can be-neerer. Bur it is farre- more 
intime ro rhe ſoule then all this: It 
isshe her ſelfe: All this pleaſure of 
hers , is engrafred ypon her owne 
very Being :It is a perpetuall effulton 
of her whole ſelfe, vpon her whole 
ſeife : she needeth no reflexion 
ypon it to make it preſent ro'het 
{ as all pleaſures of the body do, to. 
make rhem perceiucd & relished) of 
rather , $he is in a continuall moſt 
tric reflexion vpon it , as having tt 
moft intimely and ſubſtantially pre- 
ſentro heizfor 1tis purely shehervery 
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ſelfe : And therefore; she is in a-pers 
peruall ,, vainterrupred, chewing, 
relishin g .and enioying , vitha moſt 
quicke {cnſe;, hungry appetite , and 
incompxchenhible actiuiry , of all 
and of cucry one of, theſe ther yonu- 
derfull delighres. Which ir is nor 
enough ro ſay She enioyeth all att 
Once ; meaning onely that She en- 
10ycrh rhe plcaſureof euery one of 
them art the ſame time: Burt bes 
cauſc her enioying is without {uc- 
ccflion ; Ir fareth with her., as with 
vine , forexample;; rheaGtiuity and 
yertue of a whole tonne whereof is 
drawne into a ſmall meaſure of 
ethereall ſpirir: or as vith the diffu- 
ſed ſunne bcames ; which being 
reduced to one point , do there be- 
come'burning; vhereas in rheir ex- 
renſ1on-, they vere but warme : So 
in her. the wholc maſle and dilata- 
tion of delight which ve may fanlie 
would rake. vp 1nnumcrable mil- 
lions of yeares to runne ouer,, is ex- 
tracted/into one Minute ; into a pet- 
peruall Now!; And the yerrue ( as 
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may fay )-which required to: be dit- 
fuſed rhrough all thar' vaſt ſpace, is 
{ublimed inro this narrow roome : 
and yer againe this narrow 'roome, 
orthe.concemrated!' vertue of ir , is 
multiplycd:{o as»ro be all of ir in 
euery moment. of ſuch a vaſt ſuc- 
ceflion : As if after the extrattion 
of rhe the ſpirir ir vere , mulri- 
plyed. ro fill againe the whole veſ- 
ſelwith ſuch : or after the burning 
glaſſes expoſition ro the ſunne, cue- 
ry line of light refle&ted from ir or 
tefrated through it, shoultd beco- 
me as hott and burning, as that 
lingle one- which maketh the roppe 


'of the Cone that terminaterh rhe 


ſunnes rayes. Now then, after we ha- 
tie; multiplyed ſuch” cxcefles , fuch 
burning pointes of pleaſure , by 
euery: one of the ſcuerall innume- 
rable pleaſures she enioyeth thus 
allarr-once, and rhar she is cffuſed 
vpon with the whole aCtiuity of her 

ure'( which is all ſence, all fire ) 
What vill be the product and rortal! 
of ſuch immenſe particulars z The 


150 Or InvrALL1BILITY 
vaſt number of! atomes of ſand; rhat 
Archimedes hath fo wirtily err 
dovne , and shewed was ſufficient | 

| 


* Oo 


wes 


to fill vp all | rac ſpace berweene our 
carth and rhe heauen;:; would not 
expreſle this foore-of our account; 
No not though it were neuer fo of 
ren mulJriplyed within it ſelfe. For 
thoſe multiplications would ſtill 
begert but terminarccd numbers; 
whereas this, is beyond all number, 
as $he is aboue a]l time, by being 
abouc and: beyond all quantiry, 
Laſtly, when for a crowne and full 
completing ofall this immenſe de- 
light and hapinefle , we shall conſi- 
der,rhat the _ She 1s in,admirreth 
no leflening or change; that $he is. 
ſecure she can-neuer looſe any fmal- 
leſt parcell of ir, nor be interrupted 
inthe full and vigourous fruicion 
of it ; but that ir vill laſt eucr the 
ſame, for all zternity; and beas it 
vere ſtil] beginning , and ftill fret; 
Your Lordehip {- beclicue) will not 
expeet from me any further reflec- 
tron vpon this dazeling ſubiect, 1 
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vill therefore put an end to my 
courſe and ee? expreſſions , that 
fall infinitly short of what I fecle 
vithin me, when, in filence and in 
quiet, I contemplare the ioyes and 
blifle of a ſeparated ſoule , departed 
out of her body, after due culriua- 
ting her ſelfe there , by ſuch a 
courſe of life, as Reaſon ( could we 
bur diſcerne and follow her direc- 
tions ) preſcribeth to euery man: 
The deuiating from whoſe rules, 
begetteth ſuch an vnhappy ſtate as 
on the other fide of this medall, I 
haue endeauoured ro engraue. Both 
which, I hauc shewed =, vnchan- 
geable , as long as the ſoules that ' 
enioy them do remaine naked and 
ſeuered from their bodies. Bur 
vhatalreration they may be _ 
ble of, if euerthey come ro be c 
thed againe by their bodies, and to 
be reunited to them ; ( by whoſe me- 
diation onely , new impreſſions may 
be made vpon a ſoule) belongerh 
to anorher place ro conlider. 
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———— 


THE X. CHAPTER. 


That the complete Beatitude 


of « ſeparatedſoule conſiſleth | 
in the ſishtof God, 


Ay 1 not ſeeme vnrto your 

Lordship ro. haue amplifyed | 
& exaggerared beyond poſlibilityof 
truth , the ſtares cither of veale or of 
woe, belonging ro ſeparared ſou- 
le 2 If it happen , that any beſides 
your felfe, do reade this diſcourſe 
4 eſpecially if they be nor inured 
to rigourous proofes , and ro Mc- 
taphylicall ſpeculations ) I can nor 
expect, but thar they should looke 
 ypon the immenſe happineſle or mi- 
ſery , I hauc in it allortcd tro the 
Share of a ſeparared ſoule , as an 
vnbelicuable Paradoxe. And they 
that Should be moſt fauourable to 
me , vill be apr to ſuſpect ( accor- 
ding to their looſer manner of iud- 
ging morall aftaires ; which cndu- 
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re not ſuch peremprory deciſions, 

| and ſo remore 55y ngsHh heaped 
; | onevpon-an other) that howeuer 
there ſeemerh ro be a-pretry con- 

| nexion in all 1 haue faid , and an 
S pearance of a fequele berwecne 
the principlcs I haue taken, and 
the concluſions 1 haue deduced our 
.of -them: ; Yer, thar'I haue:driuen 
4 | them-roo farre ; and thatin ſoper- 
f | plexed and long a diſcourſe, there 
may ealily haue ſlided in ſome litle 

1. | errors or #quiuocarions- in ſundry 
ioinres. of 'ir, whichin the laſt con- 
( | Ccluſton may. haue cauſed an enor- 
.d | mous miſtake, thougheuery one of 
| them in particular were almoſt. an 
Ka {421% ron one : And therefore, 
-e | tbartheſcare rather pretty dreames, 
i- | banging bandſomely rogerher, of 
\e | much thinking and melancholike 
n | man; then reall- and ſolide cruths. 
And-artt beſt; they vill looke admi- 
ringly vpon them, as vpon vncon- 

n a emraitinte ; oils being 
1. | artall moucd and affected by them, 
1- | Butwhatſocuer others may thinke, 
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who like vato ill husbandes do- 
looke bur vpon rhe rorall ſummes 
of the accountes their  Stewardcs 
bring them in , ,vithourt examining 
the particulars from whenc? they 
grow ; I am ſure your Lordship vill 
exactly weigh the 1caſons , vpon 
which I ground this bold and far- 
re-reaching concluſion ; And when 
. you hauedone fo, I doubr nor but 
you will find in it the ſame fault 
that I do ; namcly, thar my expreſ- 
fions arrive not to ſertour the reall 
vaſtneſſe of rhe thing 1 ſpeake of; 
To the reaſons 1 haue brought, 1 
could haue added many more in 
confirmation of this great truth: 
for, the arguments 1 haue produ- 
ced,are but a few,and that firſt occur- 
redan the hcate ofwriring,among the 
many that I might haue employed, 
if I would have aymed att making 
a: large and complete treatiſe vpon 
this ſubie&t. - But my ayme, is, one- 
ly ro giue your Lordship hintes of 
the chiefe pointes that I vould re- 
commend to your conlideration ; as 
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relying more vpon. what,your owne 
ſtrong diſcourſe , will ſuggeſt vara 
you. .vpon fuch, jmporrang conſide. 
rations, afrer your thoughtes axc 
ance wakened to attend to them; 
then-ypen /any thing 1 sbould be 
able $o.;fay., Lpserend bur to ſpring 
the/ game; for you; And.rhen , it 
you like what riferby , you, will fly 
«. home. he 7s | l 
16 an;Apologic for the faintneſle 
ol my cxprefſions, was cue needfull; 
ccrrainly.4t. is now. moſt neceſſary, 
fcr what 1 shall ay inzbis Chaprer ; 
Where 1 labour vader ſuch a Weight 
of matter, that I want language to 
exprefſcibyria bare. Shaddow. of it, 
Yee. 1 muſt. nor do as the grear pain- 
ter did , who hauing- cxpreſled. as 
mach paſhan as ke.could in the loo- 
kes of che by-ftangers atc Iphigenia's 
Sacrifice, drew:a-veyle ouer her fa- 
thers-;face ;. becauſe , he. found his 
art; roo veake , co deſcribe ſo great 
a ſorrow as his ; And ſo lefr ir to 
the ſpetators thoughts, ro conceiue 


whar a, one. that might; be.,, For if 
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1 ſay nothing” more then I haue 
done ;*of a (elatared ſoules þliffe 
or woe”: Itimiay ſeeme'thar'F hail 
no apptehenfion or ſuſpition oFany: 
chjo , beyond what I hate already 
layed' groundes for.” And on'the 
8ther {ide/if 1-shoutd gd'abobt th 
delineate- ferupulouſly that which 
is the tirkdf clis-Chaprer; Fshould; 
not onely miſle of dif; Maying tools 
Lordship | rhe redundant [light that 
Shineth- in' 'this next” region; ;/4but 
ſtike my (elfe"blind with looking 
to0' fixedly 'vypon it. - 1 will then goe 
a middle way , And 'fay-enough to 
make you ſce , how thar merumilous 
rxuberance' of good or3bad*I have 


shewed- dbth' betyde'a'{eparared.- 


ſoule-, is nothing}, ( nor neete'fo 
much as an Atome ro6-the- whole 
world.) in- reſpe&' of what'!vill+be 
her lotte/in order *r6* rhe: ſeving of 
God Althighty*: And'yect ;Hot'en 
gulfe my'ſelte farre *in "this vaſt 
occan ', ' thar harh no'shore'on'any 
(de. | Of RR ; SIEEIE | 

' It is enident'; out of what-harh 
þcenc 
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beene already faycd , thar, ſecing 
this life is snort, our acts in it mea- 
ne,and our ſcience in it very limi- 
ted and narrow : 'And that on the 
contrary hide, rhe next life is zrer- 
nall, a (oules as in it wonderfull 
high, and her (ſcience immenſe : The 
great and finall happineſle of man, 
isnor to be expected in this life, bur 
in the next. Itis cuidenrt alſo, that 
ourhapineſle beingro be reſpircd rill 
the next life, where we shall haue no 
ſenſes ro _reape pleaſures by, itcan 
nor conhiſt in {-nfuall pleaſures:And 
conſequently , thar it muſt conſiſt in 
the operations of the ſoule; which 
are nothing burknowledge, & what 
teſulrerh out of rhar.Now,all know- 
ledge , iseither of effects, or of cau- 
ſes, Of the firſt kind, is all rhat 
knowledge of a ſeparared ſoule 
which we haue bin hitherto diſcour- 
fing of: for, all the obic&s of ir, are 
compriſed ynder the generall head 
of Creatures. The knowledge of 
their Creator , can not be doubred 


. tobe as much  {uperior: to-rhat , as 
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the nature and excellency of ſuck a 
cauſe, is ſuperior ro the effect rhar 
proceedeth from ir. And conlide- 
ring the dignity of ſo Almighryand 
nfpires cauſe , as God, the Crea» 
ror of all rhinges; a naturall man 
may reaſonably queſtion whither 4 
ſeparated ſoule ( who is bur a par- 
ricular andljmited creature ) be ca- 
able of arriuing to ſee ( that is, to 
ow ) this all comprehending and 
infinitely all exceeding cauſe. He 
may ſoone be reſolued of his doubt, 
if he reflet vpon the courſe of na- 
rure in vafting man Kinde to his 
long home: for doing ſo, he vill ſec 
how this life is a perperuall pro- 
greſle in berrering , ( or, deſigned 
to the bettering ) of the ſoule's 
knowledge in the next life ; as being 
the end ofhumane narure, and the 
onely thing thar can giue it reſt 
and {arisfadtion. He vill alſo ſee, 
thar as in thenext life rhere is an 
infinire encreaſe of knowledge : 
ſo muſt there be alſo, an infinite 
encreaſe of the defire to {ce the 
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cauſe of rhoſe infinite efe@s wh- 
ich we $hall then ſee 8 admite ; Ex- 
erience relling vs , that a cleare 
and lightſome vnderſtanding_ , is 
ever vnquiett and thirſting to fee 
the cauſe of the effet he takerh 
content in ; And reaſon likewiſe 
aberting ir, by shewing how it is inm- 
poſliblc ro ſee an effect pertealy, if 
one piercenot into the cauſe of ir; 
for vnlefle he do fo, he would not 
know why the effec is. So thar iris 
cuident , the whole courfe of na- 
tute, driverh ro: promore and ad- 
nance in vs the delire of feeing the 
Vniuerſall, cauſe of the infinire 'et- 
fets that a feparated foule $hall 
fee. And conſequently , the defire 
of feeing God our creatour, is plan- 
tcdand engrafred jm man by the in- 
tention A What is( ; 1S 11M» 
fible robe fruftrancous , and ro- 
tally withour cfic&; bur of neceſ- 
fry will be fulfited in fome. For, 
Narure ,is nothing elfe,, but the ru- 
tes rthar che infinite! wifedome and 
goodnefle of God hath alotred to all 
M ij 
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creatures.: And it vould nor agree; 
vith- thoſe attributes , to preſcribe 
any of them a periode , vnro which: 
none of their kinde should euer ar-. 
riue. Well may thoſe beplantethin 
the Sphere of contigency , miſcarry 
in ſundry individuals ; ſince 1t js the 
nature of contingency , that ſome: 
Should miſcarry, whiles others arri- 
ue totheir periode. Bur it all should 
miſcarry. , and. none ſucceede it 
would: no longer be contingency, 
bur impoſlibility : and ir might be 
———_ » that; nature were vn- 
ducly moulded; and the meanes to 
bring ic ro/its end, vaviſely orde= 
red. And inour cafe, we mighr adde, 
malice and cruelty , to the impru- 
dence ſince, by the: courſe of our 
nature, ve Should be brought inc- 
uitablyroancternity of miſery , by 
cauſing in vs a moſt vehemenr and 
moſt aQife deſire of knowing and 
feeing thar. which we muſt neverat- 
tameto ſee, And the beſt men, rhat 
baue moſt. cultiuated their ſoules 
according to. the preſcriptions of 
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_ mature: , vould''drinke- deepeft © 


this bitrer cuppe of gall and mi- 
ſery.:.Therefore , xe may ſertle it 
fora firme and certainerrurh, thar 
ſomeſoules shallarriuero fee, ( thar 
is, toknow:) God, the Vniuerſall 
cauſe of all rhinges ; as already I 
baue praued , thar all ſoules hall 
artiue ro knowall thinges elſe, Lert 
vs now compare theſe-'tvo. know- 
ledges, one with an other;and exa- 
mine which of them is the grearer' 
and the more excellent. We are (ure / 
that God is an vnderſtanding : And” 
conſequently , he knowerh whathe 
is todo, before he: doth it. Whence 
followeth, that he being the cauſe 
and maker of all.creatures, he vyn- 
derſtandeth and knoverh rhem all. 
Thercfore+, he that $should' haute 
that great regiſter diſplayed to 
him to reade the contents of ir , 
vould find all | crearures' com- 
prehended/ in: it. And ro know 
them there , is ſo much :nobler, 
then to know them in themſelues; 
by boy much(noblcr and cxcellen- 
M iij 
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ter, they muſtneceſlarily be in thar 
reat vnity andidentity which they 
Go in him , then in their owne 
mulripliciry and diſperſton. Vnro 
which we may adde, the infinite ex- 
celle of thinges , which he could, 
but neuer will , make ; ouer thoſe 
he hath or shall haue made. And 
then we can not doubr, bur thar the 
knowledge of God , muſt be farre 
beyond the knowledge of all crea- 
tures. Burt when behdes this kno- 
wing of all creatures in God , we 
Shall putt into the ſcale ro 1t the 
knovlcedge of God in his owne na- 
ture and Efſence ; the other ſcale 
whercin is the knowledge of creatu- 
res in themſclucs , will nor onely 
become lighr beyondall proportion, 
but will , a of whe; like 
candle , thar though ir giue light 
enough ro make a whole chamber 
luminous in the night, diflappea- 
reth ( cucn whiles ir burneth )} if 
you ſerrt ir in; the beames of rhe 
noone day ſunne. They who vndet- 
Rand Metaphyliked,uillnoncemplan 
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how rhe nature of Exiſtence , is of a 
icch ——_— aboue thar of Eſ.., 
Hece-Fac cesarebur poſlibiliries; 
dead notions ; till Exiſtence come ro 
enliuen and ro actuare them. Afﬀrer 
which they are ſtill defectible. For 
they carry alwayes with them a ca- 
Ciry of being diuided from their 
Exiſtence zWuich ifir happen, they 
reſenrly fall backe to their invi- 
le Chaos. ButExiſtence canneuer 
fade. Thenarure of it, is, to Be;and 
conſequently, to exclude nut Being. 
It dwellerh in ſo high a region , as 
nothing can arriue thither , bur 
vhom lr elcuateth vp to ir felte, 
Here, God hath his babitation. Bur 
lcorre&t my ſelte : this is improper- 
ly ſaid ; as though God , had his 
place among other thinges , like- 
viſe ranked there. He endureth no 
companion. He fillerth the whole re- 
gion. All of it bclongerh to him lin- 
gly. He alone poſleileth it all. And 
therefore ir followeth, that a ſoule 
raiſed vp to the knovledge and fight 
of him , muſt needes be infinitely 
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more noble: and more Excellent, 
then an other that hath bur the Ef- 
{ences of rhinges drawne into her | 
by the knowledge of them. If then, | 
theſe rwo knovledges, thar of God, 
and that of creatures , could not 
agree together ; but , that to ac- 
uire the one, the other muſt be de- 
ferred; There can be no doubt , bur 
that the knowledge of creatures, 
ought ro be abandonned for the 
Gehir of him. For it is cuidenr, that 
the happinefle. which a foule muſt ? 
neceflarily enioy by ſeeing of him; 
is as much bcyond thar happineſle 
hich we haue formerly deicribed, 
reſulring our of the vaſt knowledge 
which a toule hath-in the next liteas 
thar knowledge ,. exceedeth the 
tryfling knowledge mankinde cn- 
toyeth in this world, Bur this is nof 
the caſe. Theſe knowledges are not 
incompoſlible, For ir is the nature 
of knowledge, ro be ſo farre from 
encs hindering an other; rhar rhere 
is none, but of irsnature, induceth 
and-perfecerh fore other knows | 
ledge 


| 
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ledge. And accordingly , the know- 
ledge of Almighty God encreaſeth 
the knowledge of creatures ; she- 
ving.vs = they are; and {olidating 
their knowledge, vpon the vnshaka- 
ble foundation of Gods knowledge. 
And conſequently , the more thar 
a ſoule $shall know God ; the more 
firme and the more ſtrong will be 
the knowledge $he $hall haue of 
creatures. Neuerthelefle , when we 
conhider that God is an obie&,wholſe 


\admirableneſle is xquall ro his ow+ 


ne vnderſtanding : that is , excee+ 
ding ours, beyond what iFpoſlible 
tobe conceiued : we muſt conclude, 
that when a created vnderſtandin 

enjoyeth the knowledge and fighr 
ofhim, it can nor chooſe bur be 
ſo-employed and taken vp by thar 
9ght , as notwichſRtanding the ve- 
hement deſrre which we haue shew- 
ed ir hath ro ſec it , yer it hath 


not defire enough to cleaue and .ap- 


f! it ſelfe ro that obiec&t' ;; much 
elſe , hath it any left | for other 


| thinges, bur mcerelyas it is carried. 
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on by the ſight of God. And conſe- 
quently , it mattereth nor ro a ſoule 
that feerh God, whirher she ſee any 
thing elſe or no: but she is entire- 
ly contented and ouerwhelmed with 
the greatneſle of that fundamen- 
call tight. And although $she kno- 
weth and eſtimeth to the full the 
true worth of the ſight of ocher 
thinges: Yet she 1s ſo drowned and 
abſorbed in the light of God ( which 
ſo infinitely exccedeth the other) 
thar she is no more affected vith it, 
then a man would be with the ha- 
uing of that which is but a pure me- 
dium to helpe him to compaſle ſome 
end or good he delireth for irs ow- 
ne ſake. As for example ; when a 
{icke man drinketh a potion to re- 
couer his health ; if che phylike 
be ſuch as hath no pleſantneſſe, 
(bur rather the contrary ) in its 
raft; he valueth ir not arr all for its 
owne ſake, bur onely as it isa mea- 
nes to. procure him health. And o, 
the ut: char ſeeth God, accepteth 
of rhe fight of all creatures , as a 
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. meere conſequent and appendix ro 


the ſight of God. Thus ve ſee cleare- 
ly,thatin this compofition of theſe 
txo knowledges; the whole of both, 
is compriſed in that which is rhe 
principall ; And by it , is all the 
pleaſure, andin it, all the good of ' 
them borh. And confoiuanty ;God 
and the ſighr of him , is the true 
blifle of man; the ſole end tor which 
he was created; the periode whe- 
reuntro nature driueth , in all her 
courſe concerning him ; and which 
once attained, he is quiett , enti- 
rely contented , and can vish for no 
more, 

On the contrary fide; If a ſgpara- 
ted ſoule do faile of the Sor 
God, she cannot chooſe but know, 
that all this we haue declarcd is 
true; And the euidence of it, will 
be confirmed to her by all the im- 
menſeknowledge $he shall haue in 
thenexr world : And conſequently, 
She muſt needes' be vnſpeakab 
ortured by this vnhappy loſſe rug 
as It were , gnash her teerh and 


N ij 
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gnaw her owne bowels, for remorſe, 
Shame ,and indignation. And thus, 
the miſery or happineſle of a ſepara- 
red ſoule ; by the interucning of 
God into the account , cometh ro 
be-raiſcd and ſwelled aboue what in 
the laſt Chapter I declared of them, 
as much as what is infinite excee- 
derh rhe leaſt parcell of Quznrity; 
Mcternity, time; (elfe-Exiſtence, de- 
feQible natutes ; And in a vord, 
God, creatures. 

I am perſuaded that after all 
this , your Lordship vill not cen- 
ſure me of being niggardly in alloy- 
ing pleaſure or paine to ſoules in 
the nexr world. Yer ſceing thar the 
compoſition of man , includeth a 
body , aswell as a ſoule :1 conceiue 
you.will nor bediſpleaſed, if] adde 
4 vord ortwo-concerning the plea- 
ſures of ſenſe, which vill belong to 
2 happy ſoule: the contrary whereof, 
will be the lotre of an vnhappy 
one;Andtherefore what 1 shall ſay 
of the one, will require bur turning 
ouecr the leafe ro referre it to the 


——_— 
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other.. It is very true, a ſeparared 
foule is' capable of no other plea- 
ſure, ther ſuch as belongeth to a 
ſoule : Yer if ve looke well into the 
matter-,-we Shall fnde , thar rhis 
pleaſure of the foule compriſeth 
alſo all -the pleaſures of the ſenſes; 
For this end, your Lordship may 
yo to remember, how I haue 

rmerly shewed that in the fen- 
liiz}]-pleaſures whicha man enioyerh 
in-this life , it is not his ſenſes thar 
are affected wirh them. - For , all 
pleaſure dependerh of knowledge : 
And therefore, whereſocuer we mee- 
te- with expreſſions or femiblances 
of pleaſure, that are not accompa- 
nyed with knowledge ; we may rru- 
ly fay , they are bur like ſuch ex- 
preſſions and imitations of life, as 
cunning artificers bring to palle 
by wheeles and engines encloſed 
in a boxe , whereby rhe ſtatue of a 
man, of a beaſt, of a þird, of a 
fish, or of a fly, is made ro imi- 
tate the natnrall motion of the 
creature it repreſenteth. Bur our 

N iij 
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enſes are not endeved with knoy- 
ledge , as hath beene explicared : 
Therefore the pleaſure «hich they 
conuey vnto vs , can not relide in 
them ; bur belongeth onely ro that 
part of vs, where Goble is; that 
1s , to our ſoule : And in truth is 
nothing elſe bur the very pleaſure 
of knowledge. Hence it folloveth, 
vhar (ince in the next life we haue 
all knowledge ; and conſequently 
all knowledge gotren by ſenſe ; 
we muſt haue rhere, alſo all plea- 
ſure of ſenſe. Sov that ve $hall ha- 
ue there by our naturall knovled- 
ge ,all pleaſure , both of ſenſe and 
of -ynderſtanding. + Now ; becauſe 
the ſight of God comprehenderh in 
it ſell... all pleaſure of vnderſtan- 
ding; it followerh, thar in ir alone 
is compriſed all pleaſure of ſenſe, 
and of ynderſtanding, rogether with 
that pleaſure which is properto the 
fight of God, Which in ſumme, is 
a colle&ion of all good, in an ad 
that of its owne nature is 'vnpert- 


$hable. And ſo it is ceuident , the 
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fight of God, is, true and comple- 
te hapincſle ; including in it ſelfe, 
all rhar a man can delire ; withour 
feare of cuer looſing it : And the- 
refore, perfectly quieteth the min- 
de thar enioyeth ir, for all Arer- 
nity. | | 
I have ſaid vnperishable ; nor 
onely , as the ſoule her ſelfe and 
her acts , are naruraly vnchangea- 
ble : bur, out of the ſpecialiry and 
propriety of this very ad of ſccing 
God. For, God of his owne Naru- 
re, actuating all rhinges thar baue 
Potenriality to him ; and the fou- 
le, being by Loue a potentiality ro 
God ; Ir followeth , that, as long as 
she loueth him, he cannot forbea- 
re the actuating of her ; which is, 
the being her Blifle, And,on the 
other fide ; his actuating of her , 
being her ſeeing rhar he is all her 
good ; she can not ceaſe from Jo- 
_ him, as long as he doth nor 
ceaſe from aCtuaring her. So thar, 


his atuarion , being neceſlitated 
by her louing him ; and. her louing 
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him, being necefſhtared by bis aCtua» 
' ring of her; the conjunction is 
made vnſeparable, by the very El- 
ſences of the two parres. Beſides 
this , if ve conſider how diuines 
teach vs, that ourbearificall viſion 
is made þy the immediate conjun- 
of God Almighty his Eſſence to our 
vnderſtanding ; and that by conſe- 
uence , his being vnderſtood by 
him ſelfe, becometh the Being of 
our foule as ir vnderſtandeth him: 
And , that his being vnderſtood by 
himſelfe, is his very Erernity : We 
sball find, that Erernity it ſelfe, is 
the duration of our ſoule , as she 
is the vnderſtanding or fecing of 
him. Now, if Eternity be the du- 
ration of our blifle ; who can que- 
ſtion whither ir be vnperishable, ot 
no 2 See ( My Lord ) what a pitch 
ve are arriued vnto , to patticipa- 
te the very God-head it ſelfc , in 
its owne Eternity ! Is not whar the 
Apoſtlc hath told vs , pertcly true, 
Qued , ornlus non vidit , nee awil 
«ndinit , nec in cor bominis aſcendity 
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gue Preparauit Deus ijs qu diligunt 
zum ? 
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THE X1. CHAPTER, 


That there is a certaine methode 
and Way to bring mankind ts 
Beatitude, And of the neceſ$1- 
ty of knoWing tt, 


\ A. Har hath beene hirherro 
| ſaid; bauing cuinced the 
Immorrality of the ſou- 


le; and pointed art thepleaſures of 
2 happy one when $he is-out of the 
body , together with the miſcries of 
an vnhappy one ; and glanced in 
ws att the different wayes hich 
eade to theſe ſo different ſtates ; 
And fertled this great Principle , 
Thar Beatirude is not ro be looked 
for in this world, but in the next : It 
can not be doubred, but that when 
an vnderſtanding man $hall haue 
well confidered all this, his beart 
will be ſett on firc ro learne which 
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is the ſtrajghr, and beaten'vay, thar 
may leade him with ſecurity ro fo 
great a good, intended him by God 
and Nature, For he can not choo- 
fe bur ſee , that no good of this 
world can be aragoned to thar bliſ- 
ſe ; as alſo, that no action is worth 
rhe doing , that is not aymed att 
purchahing that hoped and deſired 
Bearitude. Bur when to this he $ball 
adde ; that alrbough he trauell not 
by deſigne in —_—_— way, but 
that meerely through heedeleſſene(- 
ſe or ignorance he do walke out of 
che vight way ; all ſuch by-ſteppes 
'do ſwarue his ſoule from her true 
good ; and as farre as they aduan- 
ce him not, ſofarre they preiudice 
him : He will then conclude , thar 
the methode and courſe of arriuing 
ro this ſupreme and ſole good; is 
not onely the worthicſt, the nobleſt, 
and the yſcfulleſt art hecan ſtudy: 
Bur that in very deed, all others are 
bur fond and vaine mifle-ſpendings 
of time ; And that this onely , 1s 
the bulinefle he is ro employ him- 
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ſelfe a bour , vith all his induftry 
and applicarion, He will beafraid 
of being ill direced : and will be 
ſolicitous ro meete with a cleare and 
diſtin rule that may inſtru him 
how ro treade boldly in cuery ſteppe 


, heis to make: And therefore will nor 


be content with diſcerning ingroſſe, 
that the entertaining of his thoughts 
and affetions with Intellectuall 
R_—_ makehim happy;andthar 

is ſertlingthem vpon ſenſuall ones, 
vill bring him ro a contrary con- 
dition : Bur ſeeing that theſe ge- 
nerals do branch out into nume- 
rous particulars , eucry one of which 
equiretha particular diſſeQtion, and 
proper motiues and induc2ments 
to embraſe or auoyde them ; He 
vill be anxious and ſcrupulous in 


| veking out the-greareſt certitude 
and 1n 


allibiliry that man's nature 


and the courſe of ſecond cauſes can 
afford him, to be right in this poin- 
te, In the meane time, during ſuch 
his atrentiue and carneſt inquiry , 
he will haue the; comfort of being 
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ecure that there 55 ſuch an art : And 
that ir is not like the ſpecious vn- 
dertakinges (for example ) of thoſe 
who pretend toan-vniuerſa}l{cience,' 
or Matrice tongue , whereby one 
may learne all others in very'short 
rime; which haue no ſubſiſtance, bur 
in credulous perſons ayry fankies, 
For he who is able ro weigh in his 
thoughts the . progrefſe of Gods 

ouidencein his wayesro compaſſe 

is:delired Endes vpon this world; 
can nor doubt "on wo he muſt ha- 
ue framed ſtronger engines to bring 
abour the faluarion of mankinde, 
then for any other defigne thar he 
hath fett on foore' within our reach 
and kenning : not onely, as being 
tae nobleſt end of all orhers; but 
enen thar,, ynro which the whole 
courſe of nature'tendeth , and for 
which all rhis world thar we 'con- 
nerle with is made. And therefore he 
ill conclude, that the ſecurity of 
obtaining rhe rrue meanes ro gaine 
Bearirude ,mulſt be as great ( it not 
greater} then the ſecurity of mens 
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living peaceably and happily toge- 
ther vader the reglement of cmill 
and politicke conſtitutions, or what. 
other ſ{ecuriry ſocuer is in the go- 
uernement of man's life. And can- 
ſequently, if he compare the cer- 
titude belonging ro the ſcience 
which 1s a>. io mankinde to 
Beatitude , with the certitude of 
ſuch knowledges or rulesas gouecr- 
ne the arts thar are vſuall among 
men , ( as Agriculture , Military 
diſcipline, the art of Nauigation, 
and all fortes of handicraftes and 
trades ) he will looke for att the 
leaſtasgrearin this ſcience, if not 
_ But all theſe ſortes of men, 

cing raught by continuall expe- 
rience , that when they vorke ac- 
cording tho the rules of their arr, 
the eftc& ſucceederh ro their wishz 
are ſo ſecure in their ſeuerall way- 
es , that they can. not admirt any 
doubt of the certainty and truth of 
their rules. Wee haue reaſon there- 
fore to expect in this art of goues- 
ning our actions in order to Beatr- 
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rude, art the leaſt ſuch a ſecuriy 
as _ equaliſe rhe ſecurity ſprin- 
ging rom experience that is in tra« 
es and manufactures. And this is 
by ſo much the more neceflary, by 
bow muck the ſubie& of this arr, 
hath greater difficulties rhen the 
ſubics of others arts. Firſt, becauſe 
this is both ſpeculatiue and praQti- 
call;whereas others are onely praQti- 
call. In others,cucry man deftrerhrto 
do well : In this, for the moſt part, 
aſlions and intereſts make men de- 
Ee not todowell.in orhers,no man 
doubrech of his rules; and all his 1a- 
bouris onely w apply them rightly: 
Bur in this jo : A is difficulry, 
asvell to vg 30 and . belicue 
the principles of it ; as ro appl 
ha ro = life when we WEE 
them. In other arts , a Maſter or 
teacher is readily mert with , and 
the manner ro acquire them is ob- 
uious : But in this ,a maine difficul- 
ty is the ſeeking and diſcerning ofa 
ight reacker. Laſtly , other arts 
containe bur ſome one part of a 
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mans aCtion and lite; Bur this,com- 
prehendeth all our whole life; and 
principally, the higheſt parres of ir. 
Imay therefore conclude, thar the 
art of comming to Beatirude ( which 
vecall Religion) is the higheſt , rhe 
ampleſt, and the neceſlarieſt of all 
Artes whatſocuer. The higheſt; be- 
cauſe rhe ſcope of it is to gaine 
Bearitude' : which is our chicfe 
End ; and-vpon which ,. all that is 
otherwiſe ating ro vs ought to 


depend. The ampleſt ; becauſe in 


the vſe and applicarion of ir, ir ex- 
tendeth ro all our actions. And the 
moſt neceſlary ; becauſe ifhe be not 
inſtructed in ir , he vill infallibly 
miſcary and perish.For as a man thar 
is no Archite&t or Muſician , and 
hath not learned how to build a 
houſe or to play a leſſon on the lute; 
though he will not be blamed for 
his ignorance in thoſe arts, ( which 
happily is nor through his owne de- 
faulr; butby ſome impoſlibiliry of 
getting inſtructions in them ) op f 
the one goe to build himfelte an 
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habitation, or the other ro touch a 
lure, they will not effect whar they 
ayme att : Bur the .diſordely ma- 
chine of ſtones and timber of the 
hiſt's imitation of a houſe, will fall 
vpon his head ; and the ſeconds in- 
concerted ſtrokes and ſtoppes , will 
annoy his owne and his hearers eares. 
In like manner, if a man haue not 
the rrue knowledge of liuing fo as 
to attaine Bearirude; Alrhough he 
be not blamed for incredulity, if it 
were neuer duely propoſed vnto 
him ; yer he shall falle of oþtainin 
the bliſſe that followeth our of a ve 
ordered life , and shall inherit in the 
nextworld all thoſe rormenres and 
muſeries which 1 haue expreſſed and 
shewcd to be rhe effects and ſequele 
of a diſordered life in _rhis. And the- 
refore , no excuſe ſerueth a man's 
turne for his ignorancein this art: 
which is ſo abſolarely neceſlary, 
-that withour it ( be the cauſe whatit 
will ) he is loſt and ruined for euet. 
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THE X11. CHAPTER. 


HoW the methode and ſcience f 

_ attaining to Beatitude ( Whic 
is true Religion ) is to be lear- 
ned, And that it is not: come 
into the World by humane rea« 
fon or inuention. | 


THE art then of well living, of 
A Religion, being acertaine and 
adiftufed ſcience , reaching to euc- 
fy aftion of a man's life, as is deli- 
uered/;z Our next inquiry muſt be, 
how to compaſſe the knowledge of 
i It 1s euident that there can be bur 
exowayes toarrine vnto it ; namely, 
Either by ones owne Intention, or 
eſe by an others inſtru&jon :There 
being no third way of acquiring any 
ſcience. For , a man comecthvnro it, 
either by driving of confequences 
out of knowledges thar are cuident 


as ſoone as they- are' propoſed (ſucty 
O 
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like as are the Axiomes , vpon 
which Mathemaricians do build 
their demonſtrations ) And this is 
the courſe of Inuention : or elſe, he 
muſt be beholding ro ſome other 
man who. knoweth that ſcience, for 
inſtructing him init. And from ſucha 


one , he may deriue-.his knowledge 


in two different manners : The firſt, 
when he that is pofleded of a truth, 
doth ſo explicate it and all belon- 

ing to it, thar att the laſt the lear- 
ner ſeceth the truth ir ſelfe , and 
comprehendeth all the reaſons df it, 
as fully as his inftruour doth; And 


{o,chough he be beholding ro him | 


for begerting ſuch ſcience in him; 
yer now he bath no longer neede of 
him, butis as ſtrong in ir as he. And 
rhe gaining of knowledge in this 
manner , may be concciued to fſa- 
vour in {ome ſort of Inuention, as 


yell as of diſcipline:Bur the ſecond, 
belongeth-purely to diſcipline ; As 


when the learner arriueth no higher 
then barely to vnderſtand what his 
$eacher {ayth;andart the furtheſi.te 
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haue ſome morall likely hood thar 
ic is rrue 3 but atr the head, relyerh 
ypon his reacher., as one who he is 
certainly perſuaded can neither be 
ignorant of the truth he:deliuererh, 
norcan lye and deceiue-his diſciple. 
For if cither of theſe faile;; the diſ- 
ciple can haue no certainty or ratio- 
nall confidence of the truth deliue- 


red him : And then conſequently, 


in our preſent caſe of Religion , he 
vill want that quier , thar ſecurity, 
& that content of harr,which accom- 
panyerh ones belicuing that he is in 
the right way of.obtaining the hap- 


| pinefle he aymethatr; ; 


Now to apply vatothe knowledge 
ofReligion , theſe two. wayes of at- 
taining any {cience ,Inuention and 
diſcipline: 1 vill begin with exami- 
ning whither it may reaſonably be 
hoped , that humane. Inuention 
could diſcouer it , orno.\Some may 
thinke the negariue ;becauſe in the 
myſteries of it there are no lines of 
demonſtration ; that is, no ſuch 
connexion of them ynto principles 

O i) 
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like as are the Axiomes , vpon 
which Mathemaricians do build 
their demonſtrations ) And this is 
the courſe of Inuention : or elſe, he 
muſt be beholding ro ſome other 
man who. knoveth that ſcience, for 
inſtructing him init. And from ſucha 
one , he may deriue-his knowledge 
in two different manners : The ſirſt, 
when he that is pofleded of a truth, 
doth ſo explicate it and all belon- 
ging to it, thar att the laſt the lear- 
ner ſceth 'the truth it ſelfe , and 
comprehendeth all the reaſons of it, 
as fully as his inſtrutour doth; And 
{o,though he be becholding to him 
for begerting ſuch ſcience in him; 
yet now he bath no longer neede of 
him, butisas ſtrong in it as he. And 
rhe gaining of knowledge in this 
manner , may be conceived to fſa- 
vour in {ome ſort of Invention, as 
yell as of diſcipline.Bur the {econd, 
belongeth purely ta diſcipline ; As 
when the learner arriueth no higher 
then barely to vnderſtand what his 
teacher ſayth;andart the furtheſtre 
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haue ſome morall likely hood thar 
ic is rrue 3 but atr the head relyerh 
ypon his reacher , as ane who he is 
certainly perſuaded can neither be 
ignorant of the truth he:delijuererh, 
norcan lyeand deceiue- his diſciple. 
For if cither of theſe faile;; the diſ- 
ciple can haue no certairſty or ratio- 
nall confidence of the ttuth deliue- 
red him : And then .conſequently, 
in our preſent caſe of Religion , he 
vill want rhar quiet , that ſecurity, 
& that contenr of harr,which accom- 
panyerh ones belicuing that he is in 
the right way of obtaining the hap- 
pinefle he aymethart, - 

Now to apply vntothe.knoyledge 
ofReligion, theſe two. wayes of at- 
taining any ſcience ,Inuention and 


diſcipline: ] will begin. with exami- 


ning whicher it may reaſonably be 
hoped , that humane. Invention 
could diſcoucr it , orno.'Some may 
thinke the negartiue ;becauſe in the 
myſteries of it there are no lines of 
demonſtration ; that is, no ſuch 
connexion. of them ynto principles. 
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cuidenttiovsby nature, that ourck, 
them any man,be he neuer {o knoy- 
ing, or cuen an Angell, could de- 
duce them. To diſcufle this in parti- 
cular, wereto cnter ypon all the ſe. 
uverall myſteries of our faith ; and: 
Shew, how they citherare,or are nor, 
connexed with reaſon : which, beſt 
des that it were two long a worke 
formy deſigned breniry, would be 
too heauy a burthen for my weake 
Shoulders ; who am not ſo vaine as 
to pretend to any more of diuinity 
then what is neceſlary for euery ra- 
tionall man to ſertlc bim ina right 
courſe ; which amounteth ro no 
more,thento the finding of a certain 
and infallible guide to carry him ſa- 
fely.ta the end of this important 
torney; Rutif your Lordship dehire 
ro ſatisfy your ſelfe herein , giue me 
leaue refterre you to Maiſter Whites 
Dialognes ( vnder the name of 
Rusbworth ) of the Iudgement of 
common ſenſe in choice ofReligion, 
and rothe ſame author's ſacred 1n- 


ftuutions newly come a broad into, 
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the world ;in which learned workes. 

you wilt find abundanr contenr. 
That therefore which 1 $hall note 
ypon this occaſton, is, That howeuer 
there may bein the myſteries them< 

ſelues , ſufficient groundes to build 
demonſtrations vpon ; yet in regard 
of vs , there is no hope that ve 
$hould. be- able to penetrate into 
them, vithour hauing firſt learned 
them orherviſe. For our Nature is 
fo encumbred with materiall fanraſ- 
mes ;; and all that: we fpeake:, or 
thinke, is deliuercd in Gich equi- 
nocall wordes; and aboue all, moſt 
men arc ſo blinded by paſſions. and. 
fo byafled. by inrerefts'; and they 
meere with ſo litle ro helpe: rhem in- 
this defigne ; that. very 'tew { and 
they neither , nor rill rowards the 
end of their life), can be expeQed ro 
make any progrefle' in ſo high an ar- 
tempr. And therefore we may con- 
dove , it is impoſſible , by inven- 
tion to reach the amplirude of thoſe 
myſteries which are neceſlary to bg' 
kaowne , to. bring mankinde to Bea= 

O ij 
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rirude ; the doing whereof , is the 
ſcope of that arc or ſcience which ve 
_ Religion. Vnro which derermi- 
nation, drawncout of mature con- 
| lidering of the cauſes , no ſmall 
corroboration is added by expericn- 
ce, shewing vs cftectiuely how litle 
mank inde had aduanced herein du- 
ring the long ſpace of 4. or 5, thou- 
ſand yeares, that narure had conti- 
nued from the beginning of rhe 
world, till our Sauiours coming to 
reach it vs completely. For i ve 
looke vpon what the learned Gre- 
ctans delinered to their Roman 
Maſters , att the time when the 
ouergrovne wealth of Rome vas 
propoſed vnto them to fire rheir 
wittes to find out what Bcatirude 


vas ( which was the learnedeft age, 
the moſt apounding with grear men, 


and the laſt, in which their ſtudies 
vere employed on that ſubic&; and 
ina great meaſure sharpened by the 
oppohrion of Chriſtianity , then be- 


gjnning to grov into the world ) ve 
Shall finde thar their attempts ne-- 


"8 =o i” OE I LO 


oF RELIGION. 167 
per.reached with any ſteadineſle be- 
yond this life. For although ſome of 
them diſcourſed that the foule was 
Immorrall ;Yet they held it rather 
as a plauſible opinion , then as a ſo- 


| lide. truch whercon men $hould 


ground their actions , and should 


| gouerne their lives here by ir. As 
| yourLordship ( if you be deſirous 


roſatisfy your ſelte in this particu- 


_ har) may find in Lucrerius, Tully, 


Seneca , Epirectus, Antoninus the: 
Emperor , and ſeucrall-others of 
thar ſtraine ; who preſcribing re- 
medies againſt the | of death, 
and making exhortations toverrue 


| in this life ;do neuer extend their 


motiues to any good obtainable in 
thenext life. Waich your Lordship 
may {ce proued att large in Latan- 
tius ; who purpoſely makerh it his 
taske ro do ſo. For of thoſe Philoſo- 
fers vho gueſlcd furtheſt into the; 
ſtare of the future world, none were 
euer able to frame any ſcanrtling of 
thediuerſiry of rhe ſoulesrreatement 
there , otherwife then by Gods ar- 
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birrary diſtributing of reward, ori. 
flicting of punishement : which way | 
be}6ngerkycleately''ro'belicft ,wmd | 
notto fcience. So thar, as farre as | 
. hiſtory vant'mforme Vs'3 MantFha- 
rure andawitt-did-neuer:! adtaine to 
the firſt';principle. of, -vell diving; 
which contiſteth in, conſideripg what 
condition ſoules bein ,' afrerthey 
are out of the body * ſo firre were 
they from hauing 'diſconered *true 
motiues to ballance our paſſions, 
and tro fett vs in an cucn way be- 
twecne the alluremenitsof this world 
and the hopes: of rhe nexr. And this 
is'che good that 'we 'expet from 
Religion : whoſe ſcope is ro raife 
and enflame the  foules rhar/ are'a 
wake, and ro” rouſe thoſe that ar&a 
ficepe in the dalliance of this votld, 
to the eſteeme and-relishing of rhe 
happinefſe they may tnioy in'the' 
next. OF "7". 97 OO 
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| That religion hath not binintro- 


duced into the World by one 
" mans teaching an other. Nor 
by Angels influfing of men.. 
But hath, ban taught by God. 
. And that Chriſtian. Religion 
.- is the truc one. 
I: cannot then be txpeted thar 

'Religion''should' be jurroduced' 


' amongmen' by /inuention or ſtren- 


gth of wirt. Ir remaineth | thar ir 
muſt be by' diſcipline and by rea- 
ching, Whereof, [ein rhere are di- 
jon, Ss rather diuers kin- 


des of teachers; our next enquiry 
Shall 'be', att: whoſe handes we are' 
two>looke for ir. Our firſt poſition 
Shall-exclude one man's reaching 
an other. For , ſuppoſe thar ſome 
one man $hould haue beaten our 


by lbng; ftady the true vay of attai- 
P 
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ning ro happinefle (. which neuer=: 


theleflc , out of the former difcourſe 
ſcameth- yaliely,, if perjimpoſſ; 


ble) the way for him toderiuc it ro 


others: ..9yuſt bo;jaicher by damon- | 


ſiraging:icro, them by, ceaſog,, gt b 
Ky. their belieferro ir — 
he aſſurech chem of ir. Bur ,demon- 
ſbrarion "in 1Maccer 'high and ſo 
difhcult'; cag' nor be-GmMmuni- 
ted ro many: very' fow being: Gapa- 
ble of. che ſtrength af ſuch.a proafe, 
in much lower and eaſter ſubieds, 
It cap, 395; then be derived:10 rhe 
xopte byany, acher meancs'theg 
- theig: relying: vpon; him that 
Shoylf; paktiuely- dll thtzmi whay 
they. axe te peligue. Burypon bias, 
they. could! nos: relyea-forhe being 
bur-a:man they: can mos: be afſured 
whitheryhathelayrhberruc or falls; 
eithcy,, becauſe. be. might be.deceis 
ved himlſelfe, ang fo deliuctodicm 
afalshopd for a;trurb Or cc; 
cauſe.there mightthe conſiderations 
for him ta. prapale:ic to chem fos 
16, aJthou : 48; bis avge: lia 
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beknew or doubred irto be falfe:As 
fer example , either his owne parri- 


| cularprofic , or glory, might pre- 
| uaile withhim ro do ſo; orke might 
| decaiuethem for their benefit; kee- 


ping. them. by that. meanes. vader 
good lawes,and to an obedience that 
hould) make them liue happily. in 
thisworld: And fromthe Cafbition 
of, this -larter , encen the beſt man: 
thae can be imagined (' ſo. he be-no- 
more:but a man): can not befree. 
For, if he want power to: introduce” 
among. men that. which he: judgorth 
beft for them ; it. may: be: donbred: 
thar he aymerh att-bringing abour' 
kis defignes by.act and cunning; ac 
aarding to.che old parable,of foping: 
the foxes sltinnc to.the.lyonsro ma— 
ke itxeach. Now if all theſe difficul-- 
weshappeniin the caſe of one man's: 
pagating to: the mylcitude this: 
icnce of:Religion, which he is ſup+ 
poſed to haucbeaven our by his ow- 
avinduftcy & learning :They would! 
bonowhirre leffe, buc rarher more, 
vac fucl retwinces and: —— 
y 
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tors Should be many. And vithout 
their being many ,at can not be con- 
cciued hoy the generality, of man- 
kinde that is ſpread}ſo wyde.in pla- 
ce,an of (o long.durance inrime, 
can be imbued. vich it. Adde to this, 
the much that halfe learned men, 
and halfe {wirtes ; would obiett a- 
gainſt Religion-propoſed, by ſuch as 
gs ro relye on it becauſe they 

aue demonſtration for it ; which 
yould be farre more plauſible to the 
vulgar of mankinde , then all that 
can be ſaid ro. folue, thoſe obiec- 
tions ; conlidering the profounde- 
neſſe and ſubrility - that / can nor 
choſe but be in ſuch-a demonſtra- 
rion , and, the vngraſpableneſſe of 

eyery Nature., and Eſſence of a 
ſeparated ſoule , which is the nece(- 
fary entrance -into it ; So. thar ſuch 
men would giue ouer their inquiry 
and attention, before.cuerthey:ad- 
uance ſo farre as ro weigh rhe .rea- 
ſons x hircher or no aſoule can be wiz- 
hour a body ; .becauſe.rhey. can nor 


concciue yhatſuch a ſoulg is.; Ang. 
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-yer this is the hinge & fundamenra} 
pointe of all Relzgion.So that ir can 
not be expected,thar ifthere were no 
more ' efficacious meanes- then this 
to perſuade mankinde; they should 
by yertue of this - onely \, dif- feiſe 
their harts- from 'rhe goods of this 
world (to which the coutſe of our na-- 
ture gleveth- them ſtrongly Y and 
ſertle them vpon vnconceinable 
ones in an other world ; from when- 
ce they haue not experience of any 
foule that hath come'ro aflure-rhem 
thereof, and to informe-them what 
kind of inhabitants they' shall. beco- 
me there, when they arrite to the 
poſſeſſion of thoſe goods. We-may 
then from this diſcourſe conclude, 
that forxradent men torecejue Re- 
ligion in the way' of beliefe , they 
vill expect to haue ir built vpon a 
ſtronger rocke then humane credir, 

The nexr ſteppe aboue the de- 
gree of men, is the Sphere of ſpi- 
rits or of Angels. Among whom, 
ſeeing there be good ones, and bad 
oncs; lett ys begin with conſidering 
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what we may expe in this raſe att 
the handes of theſe latrer : And letr 
vs ſuppoſe them 'ro conuerle with 
amen * giuing them Oracles ; as 
auncient ſtories. do record of Apol- 
loart Delphos, or of Iupiter Hath- 
mon in Lybia , and the like. Can 
any thing they sha}l declare and 
reach ,be a ſufficient ground of be- 
licfe > Surely, if ever atty ſuch Ora- 
cle were animated with its ambi- 
rious ſoule{ as is ptetended) it is 
nor reaſonable to expeCt thar rhe 
fpiritof lying should alwayes fpea- 
ke truth, And ifhe do hot; one ſin- 
gle lye , raketh away the credit of 


| allrhe Religion that heshould have 


founded. For, if he can , and ſome- 
times do, lye : Whence may it be 
certaine that he doth not lye, when 
he deliuereth ſuch vnknowable 
rhinges as thoſe which concerne the 


ſtare of the other world } Ahd conſe- | 


quently , if mankinge had no bit- 
cer ſecurity then this , the greateſt 
and hi deligne of nature, vould 
be toelely vithalled and mecc tet- 


i 
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rerring then every meane trade. Bur 
lert vs conſider what ſecurity we 
way haue from good ſpirits. 1 fuch 
sbould depounec Religion to vv; 
muſt he xrcher hn their ggnec 'nancs, 
that, they would fpeake ; vr. it mult 
bein Gods, as his AmÞalſidors. 1f 
in their ovne natncs, Khat confi- 
dence can hero whota theyſpetks, 
-haye,, that they may nor be aſwell 
of the tribe of lying ſpitits, 45'ot 
the bleſſed Angels ? It he a%kt then), 
whither there be her ſuchUteceiuing 
ones, tho wete ohee rheit colnpa- 
nions , ad bf the Taftir Bartite 'as 
they ;zand are lice becdine witked 
and malitivus ; they vill acknovs 
ledgethere are And then; whit in- 
flliblemarkes can ke hane'ts Fecy- 
re' him , that” theſe he 'conferterh 
vith , may nor beſuch:, thoiigh they 
ſtile themſelues Angels of light? 
And heir very ſpetiKing in” rheir 
HynonaMEs ay inMly render tHeth 
luſpeRed : fot , if they were ſuch as 


they prerehd to be; ttize is, out of 
Hanger, of falling, (ag tht thaies 


111) 
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haue' done ) by having perpetuall 
fighr of rhe zternall verity ; then, 
their very being tuch, would. reaſo- 
nably makea man expect, that. what 
they deliver him of that verity; and 
of the vay tq;argzue ro it, Shopld ra- 
ther be a meſſage from him: that 
makerh rhem {op ſtaple and ande- 
fe@ible._, then, an inſtruftion ,pro- 
ceeding from their owne lipgle,im- 
pulſe. And after all, ifhe do belecue 
them" robe of the happy ſort , and 
for that cauſe do giue credit.to what 
they ſay ;,3t is in effe&t-vpon the 
{coxe. of him thar cnlightenerhand 
{trenghteneth rhem., —_ belec- 
.uech_ chem ; And the. ſpeaking of 
ſuch, is rather from bim ,rhen or 
themſclues. We may. therefore, con- 
clude,thar there-neuer was,nor-cucr 
.could,or can be,any.true;Religion a- 
.mong Gentiles or Udolaters,oramog 
any,vho do nprt-profeſle rheirþclicte 
bath ics ſource a. the true omn+ 
potent God,the ſelfe-verity, and the 
{pring-bonity. Nor can they pre- 
tend to ſuch certainty of rules far 
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bringing them'ro Beatirude, as ex- 
pericnce shewerh accompanieth the 
rules of all'trades and manufactu- 
xes. AN theſe then bewg excluded 
from: all pretence to rrue Religion; 
and-all created inftrucors , appea- 
ring of too meane'credit to fertle 
it in the yorld; lt remaineth onely 
that we have recourſe ro God alo- 
ve for-this '{upreme bleſſing ; And 
_ that' we inquire whar.laves and or- 
dinances hethath giuen mankinde, 
ro 'gouerne and dire them varill 
the end-of the world, that they.-may 
attaine to' Beatirude, - And' ve find 
no*markes in ſtory of any , rhat with 
likelihood we may pitch vpon, be- 
hdes' thoſe 'tree memorable” lawes 
which hane ſucceeded onean other : 
tovitr; The law of Nature the writ- 
cen one; ;/and the laſt , ginen by 
Chriſt.” :The firſt of theſe, can not 
de- admitted now to any/plea ; the 
(#cceflion of ir being fo interrup- 
red ; that no body can claime rhe 
inheritance of rhar fairh ; Nor doth 
ay body know the ſeuerall cqn- 
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tents ard articles of it , further then 
as ſome few of them may be ſup- 
fed ro be included {ih the writ 
ten law; andby rhe ſucceſſion ' of 
them who profeſſe rhe writren lay, 
gerijued in them and in Criſtians to 
vur dayes. The-lewes can as lithe 
prexend rhat the law-which Gbd gi- 
ue rhem by Moſes, is the religion 
whereby the whole bulke. of man- 
k&inde in. all ages is- to be ſaued, 
The uery narure and effence of it, 
and al} the mumecitcumſtances that 
arrompany' ir / 4” d6 'cofitradict rhat 
clyyme; | For ir:46; manifeftly limi- 
ted ro feleced perſons, ro a derer- 
mined time ; and ro 2 narrow pla- 
re.” Nor.4S'it a vbietion, 
that ſome Profelytes /bf other na- 
tions were allowed ro: be adioyned 
ro rhe feed -of Abraham ," in 'parti- 


tipation vf tirts and ſacrifices Fort | 


futh an adjunRion ronldnotreach 


<o whole nations; bur tontrariviſe, 


ſome were ewe forbidden by 
name. ' And 10, their' law; was not 


» dow for mankind ; but bnely' for | 


i 
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the family of Abraham. Beſides, 
God himſelfe derermined rhe land 
in which it should bepractifed : So 
as , facrifice' conld not be Jawfully 
made , ner ajrars erected., im thee 
vay of their profeſſion, inany coun- 
try but their ovng : Which conuin- 
ceth that ir was neuer intended-for 
the ſaluation: of mankinde, whoſe 
numerous progeny 1s diſperſed ouer 
the face of the whole earth. - And 
it ts clcare thar their Meflias wa's 
promiſed them arr-the end of. ther 
1agne 'of Davids. houſe:, and -befo- 
ce: their diſperſion; into the-whoke 
world « both -which:can nor be de- 
nyed to hauc bin long fince perfot- 
med ;: And conſequently, & wavi 
—_— Religion, and- nor -deft- 
gnedto laſttrill the vorlds end; which 
1s a neceflary propriety of that Re- 
ligiotc, whereby all nations ( that 
is, all-mankinde ) in all ages , are 
wo obtaine Bearitnde. Ir remaineth 
then, thac Chrifhan Religion muſt 
necellarily be the law that God hath 
dcligned fer the faluation of all 
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men, att all times, and in all pla- 
ces, Yer becauſe Mahomet preten- 
derth as well as Chriſtians, thar his 
law is deriued from- God ; it vill 
not be amiſle ro examine his clay- 
me in a word or two. Firſt, rhere is 
a great diſparity berwcene the Chri- 


ſtians and the Turkes' {aw , in this 


that Mahomet prertenderh not to be 
-him(ſ(clfe God, as Chriſt dorh; Nor 
that hebad his law immediatly from 
God ; bur: thar it was fent him by 
an Angell. [Next , healloveth Chriſt 
to -haue bin 2 Propher ; and yer ta- 
xeth him of lying for hauing giuen 
himſelfe out ro beGod. By doing 


which, he maketh his owne dot 


ne rely but vpon a fallible authori- 
ty. For fince he obieferh lying to 
Chriſt , vhom he allowerh': ro be a 
Propherrt ; What ſecurity can one 
hauc, that he who prerenderh not 
to be more, lyerh nor aſwell as he? 
Againe; Chriſtians prerend a publi- 
City of infinite, miracles done by 
Chriſt, atteſting his God-head and 
the truth of his doctrine ; Maho- 


n—_—_— —— 
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met and his ſe@ators, none; or art 
leaſt, ſuch as by their owne confeſ- 


| fion are bur, obſcure ones; Laſtly 


the abominarions.of Mahomietrs law, 
againſt both reaſon and haturc; and 
a totall ſybmirrcing of the ſoule by 
it. ro, bodily obiects; do cuidently 
conuince , thar the. obferuing it is 
not a promoring-/and perfecting of 
Narure towardes the great end of 
Beatitude, deduced in ſome of the 
former chapters ; bur a ſtrong and 
maine, alienation from-ir :and con- 
ſequently-, a ares ot huma- 
ne.nature, and a Carrying of wan- 
kinde-to eternall diſguſtes, miſcries, 
and.corments, F244 ON: 


l 
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How Chriftes dvftvine hath bin 
 Sonueyed. parely and entireh 
«1 Bp ſuccred;pg ages, . That purt- 
_. Fanes and. Proteſtants can not 
' day clayme wnio it, 


I T is then oncly'thelaw of Chriſt 5 
that-can' prerendewith, reafon. ta 
the glorious: tithe: of: a: dactring, 
abls ro being: a man ſecutelyito his 
defired hapineſſe. :Log vs thentexa« 
mine-in rhe next;place , if-all: thoy 
who. giue- them{elucs;: que :to ; be 
\ Chriſtians , do deſerue that name, 
and-in reallity. and cfte& be ſuch, 
No man vill. doubt, were helew or 
inhdell, bur that if Chriſt vere God 


( as Chriſtians do pn and be- | 


lieuc ) he was both able, and wil- | 


ling to deliuer vnto his. locke the 
truth ſo neceſlary for them. Which 
once granted , it preſently appea- 
reth , that Photinians , Acrians , 


— 


—— 
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and all ſuch. pretended : Chriftians 


3 denyed Chriſt's being crue Gad, 


hadno Religion; they, bringing) dav-; 
ne the certaynty: of fiind@rn an als 
thority. vader God 1; that is ,-r@.a 
fallible one, as 1 havic'altceady. Shew- 
e ; ant} confequenzly,, ſubio@ ra 
falliry.; and cherefare-nor rae ro 
lyed vpon. - For, Chaiſt ſpoka nav 
an others diftares', as Moſes: did; 
gor in his: difficulties', had: recours 
fe ro God, as to:his lordor Maſter: 
but ſpoke as.a maſtati, and wrought 
25/2 'Lotd 7; as one, from), and-of; 
bimfe)fe;: and. wbo /whon-he prayod 
tbjs father ,didirforour example; 
pat for his. owne neceſlity;;, addref(> 
hag: himfelke: -vnto> BY , 'by- rhe 
name of father:;-nor ob& maſter. -. 
- Bur ſetting a fide all ſuch blaſ- 
+ as perſons no wayes cone 
crable 4 lete vslooke backe vpan 


| the maxime we: haue formerly; fert 
 dawne 5:50: witt; Thar he:who: lis 


nerh; not well:, that is , wha dath 
nar, actua)ly. treade in themay which 
icadech ta. Rracitagec:shall nor: by 
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happy ; how cxcuſabie ſocuecr. he be 
for nor knoving the way or law; 
And then we shall ſtraight diſcouer, 
chat-ir is nor ſufficient forany man 
rofay., hebarhChriſt's doctrine, and 
is villing'ed follow it; ynleſle he be 
certainly: afſuted rhar_ he have it, 


Not-can he'be ſire char; he harklic, 


valefſe be /hate . ſome infallible 
meanes! whereby to diſcerne ir froth 
falſe and pretended dodtrines. : This 
infallible meanes,can'be none other, 
bur':che intallibiliry:of theraurtho- 
riry and.conutyance , by vhich this 
doftrine cometh ro him." If Chriſt, 
whom he belteceuerh to. be'God; did 


ſpeake himſclfe immediatly cohim; | 


hexould requiremomore:Bur fecing 
he isd edmany.ages ſine, from 


conuerlingwirh mankinde ; ve muſt - 


inquire'whar infallible 'conueyance 


'of his dorine to ws, we may Ic- | 
ly-ypom:/» Ir 4s cleare; there carr be 
bur: two: waycs ' to7 performe*+thit 
worke; the oric, 'by writing ; the 
orher ; by being haiided downe from 
generation -to"-gencration 3 by the 

* 1 mouths 
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mouths of them who firſt and jim- 
mediarly receiued ir from Chriſt, 
and raught it ro thoſe that they con- 
nerſed OY 3' who. againe preached 
it all ouer the world; and they who 
leatned' ir of them. rau get It att 
their rurye to cholc who uccecded 
them z and, ſo fr mM. generation .to 
generation, , and from age to age, 
is come doyne £o,our preſent Age. 
The vlllertity which ( cuen. in the 
very beginning , and whilcs the do- 
arine was frech in their memories 
that had it Hob irs ſource ) requi- 
ring a great time to the. forgetting 
and exterminating of ir_cuery whe- 
re, it may be conceived to haue 
bin, conſerueg. pure and, entire all 
this while , in ſome great part of 
the world. Third way, tiexe is none: 
vuleſſe peraduengure_ ye make a 
ſlubdiuiſion, of vri tinges. ; diſtingui- 
thing berveenc. ſuch as came from 
the pennes of thole teachers who 
rece1ued what they vrite, immedia- 
tly trom Chriſt ; and whoſe wordes 
are authenticall and lay ; And ſuch 


Q_ 
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other writinges , as being compy- 
ſed by authors in ſucceeding ayes, 
doinforme ys what the Chucch hath 
had in all times,, This ſort of wri- 
ers, may {ecine:to partake. of both 
wayes; Ofthe buſt, as bring writers: 
And of-the ſecond ,as fatre forth 
as they are in a matiner'a, pate of 
the-handes through which Chriſt's 
doQrine hath bjn-conueyed vato.vs. 
Theſe ewo wayes tnay ſeeme to haue 
bin shared | berwecne the, french 
Caluiniſtes ( among vs, called Pu- 
firans or Presbyrerians) and the En- 
glish.Proteſtantes or-commynpray- 
er men : Burin teality, they haut 
them not. For , the Puritane ,-a4 
ſoone as he hath highly and peremp- 
eorily pronounced ,. that nothing 
bur {cripture muſt be Iudge of Re- 


ligion; and thar the word of God, | 


pure and alone , muſt goucrne; he 
preſemly makerthyon aCaralogueof 
articles, which you muſt bold, if you 
vill not be excommunicated.) ahd 
eaſt our of his Church. And hoy- 
ever he may prerend that he. qctj» 
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ueth-rheſe articles ourof [criptute: 
ye, the vardes of themi'nvr being 
iy the Seriptire, he can Hot thy 
but that they ure 5 bwnhe eblice- 
tefbant iniferprecatibats So thathy 


| Bemhifle Winterprerits Bots v5; t- 


wh wot; the ſetife; xſwelVas the 
'$ordes,, vill be his, and wor the 
Striptures:- Now the Proteſtant; 
ſeing rhe ireafotiablentfſeof this 
p—_ ; hae X particular wah 

'company Should oblige all web 
t6-- receine ' Hi$ ifnterpreration of 
Scripture; chinketh (ro tak ea triere 
plaithble' cotirſe , by pretending ti» 


| bipſicate-Sctiprure by" the Farkiers; 


eſpecially ,by rhe Eathe.s of rhe pri- 
Wtive ages, But this ſtemerh to tat 
Hote ftraridhallithet che putitaties 
ptdceediby/ For flirts, he gocth ab 


g'r6the fathers aftet having pro- 
Xx againftalt hvtnanc authority, 
iP Aillible: Secondly ''y He mialkerh 
bitmſcHfe indvewhich of the aches 
ate tobe rectined; and when ; and 


| 7 Kiev wir printiple, by appeat- 


vitze oP rhe ee be-rejeRed'; ard 


Qii 
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how to be vnderſtood : And fo dra- 
weth the, queſtion , from rhe (ole 
booke of Scripture, to, the infinite 
volumes of fathers. And laſtly; thar 
be may. ferye himſclic of the tathers 
manner of expreſſions, ,.iointly yith 
his owne. conceits aud . opinions, 
(ſo to boulſtes our his  tancyes 
vith the ſcmblance of their autho- 
rity ) he confoungeth bis owne lan- 
uage with their manner of ſpea- 
ing ; and neither vnderſtandeth 
himſclte.; nor .(;mwuch leſfle ) can 
miake an othex mat ynderſtand whar 
be ſayth. Like thoſe commentors 
of Ariſtotle and S. Thomas; who not 
being bold enough ro deny their au- 
thority,,. %hich hath taken fo dec 
rootes in all. the; {ſchooles of Chril 
rendome; do render their, doQualc, 


and themſclues , vaintelligible, by! 


| 


W 


their wreſted and confuſed 1nggraft | 


tations. Yet. 1 deny nat , bur. that a 
right Proteſtant, is 1n mapy, poiptes 
neerer truth then the Presbyterian.: 
For , his reading of the fathers, and 
his alloying chem ſome kind gheſtt 


» - 


' 
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mation; can not chooſe bur worke 
ſome good effect in bis-minde. But 
that' which I-complaine-ofhim-for, 
is,.thar rhe rule he pretenderh, 
(as he vicrh 1t ts'more moricate 
then the Presbytetians4and-his diſ- 
courſe, is more ambigons and* con- 
fuſed , by his utredtning ro hold 
vith-the fathers; when im rruth- he 
renouncerh rhem. - 


+ + cuident;; that neither of rheſe 
hadcany*rule of Chriſtianity ; as'I 
hatte 'ofrentimes wondered when I 
Have heard fome men ( in other 
thimges, appearing ro be- prudent) 
Qi 
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ay in earneſt thar they belecue they 
hauc one, and grow warm in their 
maintaining To much. For ,” chere 
beitp bur 'rwy (channels whereby 
Chriftes 'doGrine cati deſrend tovy; 
vricting;and-deliverinfrom hi d 
ro hand 3 -How Tan they precend th 
Chriſtianity , who acrept of _ 
vf rheſe 2 As for rraditioii/byhandts; 


they clearely defy: it; 'And'as fot 


Scripture; If they rake that for theit 
fule, vhy do they binde meti ro opi- 
nions that can nor be-decided ont 
of Scripture , bur remaine Rill dif- 
putable afrer all is ſaid chit can be 
vrged from thence ? Well may rhey, 
in purſhance of their owne "rule qu- 
arrell- att Yuch a3 >halV deny any 
point that Is cleate ind Cuidenr p- 
Scripture: But to anarherndriſe, anfl 
punish ( when they have the power ) 
thoſe that produre vur of Scripruft 
as faire provfes for theit vpinion9,as 
any thing they atc able tobring is 
painſt chem; ſermeth ro me a great 
jniuſtice. Certainly , nothing'can'be 
more rvidenr; then , char" allche 


| 


| 


C 
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points which haue bin diſpured, our 
of Scriprure alone , berweene Ca- 
tholikes and them , now almoſt an 
10, yeares; the texres produced by 
chem , haue nor art all inclited the 
ballance on. thcir ſide ;, but rather 
(ifI may'be allowed to giue my vet- 
dic, in a caſe where Lam interefled ) 
ithath weighed norably on our ſide. 
And. therctore , lett cher pretend 
vhar ;they vill; ir is cleare , that 
Scripture is not rheit rule. As fot 
the Proteſtantes precending; to.the 
auchority of the fachers it) inter= 
; preting-Setipture, the cafe is yer 
' more cleare, jf more tmay be, Fot, 
| they RKicke not ro ſay vpon -euecry 
calion,, that the farhers erred; and 
| that they might ctrte, both in- com- 
| men and in particular, So that, 
| theirs is bur like a cobwebbe lawne 
| linjng{( oftiv ſubſtanceor (olidity ) 
to the Nettelike cloke , wherewnth 
| the Presbyterians do endtauour to 
hide their foule play , when they re- 
cede from rhe rule which themſel- 


ues propoſe; and is logked rhiouyh' 
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att the firſt caſting of ones eyes vpon 
it: Andin this regard , both their 
caſes are the very ſame. And to 
{peake plainely; the rule common 
ro borh theſe ,- and ro all others, 
vho propoling Scriprure for their 
rule, do afterwardes prefixe patti- 
cular opinions to their Church; nei- 
ther is, norcan be any other, then a 


heady pride and vwilfulneſle , to 


bind all other men to their, not 


knowledge , but gueſling. Now if | 


ſuch. gueſſing , can be iudged a ſuf- 
ficient meanes , for baoſducs and 
others, to be aſſured of thoſe thin- 
ges/, vithour the _ whereof 
mankinde muſt be eternally miſera- 
ble ; theſe -men. may. pretend to 
Chriſtianity ; Bur for my part , 
can enterraine but a very m:eane ef- 
time of it. I know, ſeucrall of them 
are held for learned men : And 
that, not onely in their owne opt- 
nions, but by many others belides, 
How iuſtly wy deſerue that tile, 


will. appeare it ve conhder , what 


true learning and, Knowledge in 
any 
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any ſcience ,1is.I take it,to be an aſ- 
ſurance of the nature of rhe thinges | 
that are tteared of in that ſcience; 
Such ,, Marchemaricians , haue in 
theic profeflion 3 ſuch ; the maſters 
of ql! the artes that belong to mans 
life. Such , Philoſophers Ts (or 
should pretend to. haue ; though ſo- 
me, ynwotrhy the hame of Philoſos 
hers, do content- themfielues with 
probable opinions )and much more, 
deuines ought ro hauc ſuch afſurice 
of what cogcerneth their profeſſionz 
ſeeing ,/thar any 'miſtake :thereity 
expolerh men ro; cretnall ruine and 
miſery.” Now the learning of racſe 
men that would paſſe for lo great 

| devines,, whorein doth ir conliſt? 
' Theypretend to no ather, then to 
| know vhat hath bin ſaid by others. 
| Which others, ate Gad and men; 
to vitr, what hath þiri ſayd by God 
in Scriprero,and by men in their 
es.-1t they rightly vndetſtood 

| all this, they might virth reaſon ha- 
ue#good conceipt of themſclues. 


| Burler xs cxathine how they behaue 
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themſelues,in their proceeding with 
borh theſe. As for Scriptures, 1 ha- 


ucalready touched how their-pene-. 


craring inro' the ſenſe of them, is 
bur. a meete gueſling : Yer vere it 
— , if they could make it 
_— that they gneſle fairely. 1 
willallow them ſo much, if they can 
&hew how any'of their devines -in 
any one queſtion , hath fairhfully 
paralleled the places of Scripture 
vicd tobe brought on each fade; and 
hath fairely compared and weighed 


them in the. ballance ; one againſt 


rhe orher, and hath giuen cach of 
them rhcir full weight ; and then 


hath pronounced an orderly ſenren- 


cc,in this ſort; that by reaſon of plu+ 
raliry of places,proptiety of wordes, 


cfhcacity of texts, and the like, rhe | 


aduantage falleth ro this fade , ra- 
ther rhen ro thar. If they should py 
tend they are able rodo this{ w 


formed )1 would entreare them 0 
Shew me a learned logike of wordes, 
our of which they had extracted the 


ich | 
Iam. ſure they neuerhaue as yet pet- | 
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rules whereby rhe ſenſe of wordes 


; miybe pondered; and whereby one 


may be certaine when their ſenſe is 


| demonſtratiuely knowne, and when 


bur probably; and by whar weights, 


| one probabiliry appeareth greater 


then an other * And after all this 
paincs , I vould-rell them (and, they 
can nor: deny it) that as. long as 
both ſenſes are probable, the leſle 
probable may peratuenture be the 
true one. Ald ſo, all their -laboux 
is loſt. Bur lert vs examine, if theix 
learning be any greater in humane 


 vrirers. The _ of it is, to bog- 


gle arr any darke place of Hiſtory, 
or-of fathers; and by it/, perſuade 


{ ſuch:men 'as/are not conuerſant in 


anriquity , to: frame a iudgement 
coutrary to the publicke practiſe of 
the Church of thoſe ages. As for 
example; what can be more publicke 


; and-nororious, then-the ducceſhay 


andauthority-of Bishops; then the 

being of Monkes and Nunnes; then 

the principalicy of the Bishop of 

Ramhe zthen the:practiſe of che Mal- 
R ij 
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{e, Sacrements , and ceremonies; 
chenthe-cuſtome of praying for the 
dad; then the vicof Crotlesandof 
pictures? And cuen tor all theſe, 
they make ir their labour ( and for 
which rhey pretend rhe title of ſab- 
rite and deepe ſchollers ) ro per- 
findeyou, our of ſome not fully de- 
clarrd {erence of a farher , ſpea- 
king vpon the by, rhar there vere 
no 1uch rhinges as theſe in antiqui- 
ty. Yer 'had our 'contryman' more 


fnceriry then this 3' who! in his 


tranſlation of $, Auguſtines confel- 
hons, profeſſeth plainely ,tharbehad 
tefrour'many rhinges,becauſcS.Au- 


guſtinehaderred imthem SorheCen- | 
turiſts, and Luther,andCaluin,andall | 


Nowelliſts;whiles thereremainedany 
ingenuity among'them , confeſſed 


that the opinions which they reiec- | 
red , were auticient errors of rhe fa- | 
thers. Bur now', (all their learning \| 
confſterh 4 'belying of antiquity, | 


and in pinning a falſe maske vpon 
rhe venerable iface of ir. How then 
earrmen deferuec the nameof leat- 
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| ned, who take. not the: counſe; ro 
know any thing att-all} Neyerthe- 
leſle , rhey muſt paſſe for great deui- 
nesz v hen peraduenture they are all 
together ignorant;, whar:diuiniry is: 
Diginity, lignityeth a ſctence;, that 
followerth our of fairh or our of the 
diſcipline of faluation;in ſuchſorr as 
Euchdes Elements dofollow owr of 
rhedchinatiousand axiomes,which he 
hath. prefixed as -groundes': for his 
bookcs, and that be bath {uppoſed 
before them. In like manner, faich 
muſt be ſuppoſed ro diinity. Bus in 
ſteed of doing ſo:, theſe: men. who 
terme themſclues deuines, do ſpeud 
| all their paines and cmploye 

| their ſchollership, in oppoſing the 
cacciued tenets of faith. So thar 
they are ſuch eminent; deuines, as 
| he would be a Geomerrician , who 
| in feed of Rudying throughly Eu- 
; Flides Elements, Should ncuer goe 
beyond the firſt leafe ; but Should 
buſy himſelfe many yeares , and 
write great yolumes , ro proue thar 
his 7's rp arc ill contriued, and 


R iij 
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thathis-axiomes are falſe. And yer 
muſt fuch feely zquiuocation , ſo 
_ chem vp , ad perſuade their 
ollowers they are ſo great Clerkes, 
char all: Antiquity; all rhe latrer 
and preſent ages, and common 
fenſe it ſelfe, muſt be deferred to 


adhere to theſe learned Maſters. 


Whereas thoſe who are truly deni- 
mcs , are- beyond common Chriſ- 
tians, and do begin their ſcience 
and'employment art the height'of 
choſe notions which belong to com- 
mon Chriſtians : Whiles theſe, whom 
che Prorethants rerme denines , do 


neuer attaine' to the knowledge | 
tharrhe fampleſt Chriſtians are im- | 
by relying vpon tradi- | 


bued with, 
tion and vpon the authority of rhe 
Church. Bur  cnough. of this : fince 
it ſeemerh that God himſelfe hath 


caken it to his taske ro ruine them | 


whereſocuer they appeared ro haue 


power. 
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THE XVI. CHAPTER. 


| The Sociniaus and the Indepen- 
. dents , excluded from ha- 
uing the true defirine of 


Chriſt. 

HESE two, being. reiefted 

4 - from holding the = of Scrip- 
ture ;( wharſocuer they may pre- 
tend: ) there remaine yet tvo other 
families who lay clayme ro- that: ru- 
le; namely, the Independents ,and 
the-Socinians. Their: difference. , 1 
take to be this: That the Indepen- 
dent acknowledgeth the booke we 
call rhe Bible, ro be truly the word 
. of God ; and accordingly , makerh 
.it his preciſe ſtudy to Know what 1s 

|  fayd in this booke. All that] e fin- 
; .deth there, he holdeth for moſt cer- 
taine and holy. He bijnderh others 
no furrher, then ro acknowledge the 
letrer,; and to draw the beſt mea- 
ning our of it, that of themſelues 
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they arc able. He accompteth all who» '| «vl 


| doo, to be gf hisreligion and com- © 2 


munion , if they agree _thereunts... 


If they vill nor communicate with 


him ,he prefferh rhemi not." bur if 
they vill, herefuſerh them nor. The 


Socinian his difference from the In- - - 
dependent, 1 rake ro: þethis : That : 


he iudgeth the Bible ro be the vi- | 
feſt and moſt | aurhenricall -booke ' 
that euer was written ; fuch a one, 
as no other humane writting cat 
conteſt with ir; yer nor ſuch a one, 


2S'no flippe or error might fall inco 


ir; -cucn mn matters of importafice, 
and concerning our faluation: And 
therefore, thatwhere reaſon is ab- 


folurely againſtit , he may leaue ir; ./. 


rhough for ciuiliry fake, he vill ra- 
ther chooſe to pane + wrong glolfe 

n it, then plainely refufe ir. Fur- 
ther ; he thinketh ir nor firring to 
molcſt anyman,wvho bearerh the like 
*efpe&t ro Scriprurc. , and' procee- 
derh modeſtly-in his a@&ions. Nov tt: 
iscleare, that both of theſe do Rtic- 
ke to the rule rhat they propole to 


- 
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| *vhom(ſcluos , forarraining rhe ſcien- 
+ ee of Beatirudet And therefore the'r 

deficiency , is ſuch as humane na- 
_ ture is Iyable vnrozlt being/incident 
__ roalbmen, rofaile i rheic difcour- 
|, fe, when it is Jong, Whereas Pro- 

' teſtanrs and Puritans do in the ſame 
: breath contradi@ themfchges , and 

- renounce the Principle which they 
' ay. for the firſt foundarion'of their 
receding from that Church they we- 
reborne in, and of their erecting a 
new one. This proceeding , no man 
can excuſe from barbarous/impu- 
dence, and irrationality ; or admirt 
them among the prerenders to reli- 

- gion,, vpon the {core of DR_ 
-. Thich art cuery turne, they change 
ito their owne faricy. But as] can 
not bur prayſe che other -rvo for 
going conſequently, and: for ſtic- 
ing ro their rule and princyple ; and 
fo eftceme them ro be rationall mens 
and ſuch as-deferuc+ ro be diſcourfed 
vith-So virhall , I can cot atlow 
thar they hauc( properly ſpeaking Ja 
religion among themgor ch a! rul6 

V 


8 / 


202 Or INFALLIBELITY 

asthey may (ecurelyrelyvpan forthe 
{aluation of their {oules ; Efpecially 
the Socinianz according, to the ex- 
plication that I hane here made of 
bis reners;;vhich vhirher ir agree, or 
nor, to all choſe who pafle vnder the 
name of Socinians, I diſpute nor zas 
not leuelling my arguments againſt 
Perſons bur againſtopinions.Againſt 
theſe then that Lbaue related, ] rhus 
frame myoppolitis. lt icberrue(aslha 
uealready declared) rhat ignorance 
of the wayto Beatitudegxill mn vs 
from eucrarciving to it ; And that in 
impartethnot, whither it be by our 
ownedefaulr ,orno, that we are 1gno- 
ratof ir;(forbe it ypon whar ſcore you 
vill;and be wee as inculpable as you 
vill ſuppoſe ; ſtill, the miſſing of 
the yay, vill bringvs tea wrong pe- 
riode and/end of our iorney; where 
ve ball be plunged in infinite and 
eternal] bnklanen ;) Ir folloveth that 
it concerneth .vs.mainely , to pro- 
vide:that; vehaue mote Aa in 
this point, then in;any other artor 
trade wharſogger that Cant ro 
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-onr well berug in'this lite. Now «hi- 


ther the Socinian haue ſuch ſecuriry 
orno,n the rule he relyeth vpon 
ro bring-him tro Beatirude, is that 
«hich we are to examine. It can not 
be pretended that Scripture is his 
rule : for, ſeeing he ſuppoſerh Scrip- 
rure to be fallible, and rhatvpon all 
occaſions he corredteth it by his dif- 
courſe/zit is not Scripture , bur- his 
diſcourſe, and bis reaſoning , thar 
js bis trueand ſupreme rule : which 
is the cauſe thar they, or ſome of 
their party , did denominare them- 
felues Sanarations, from right rea- 
fon. Now , ſeeing that his difeourſe, 
is not confirmed by fenfible and 
reall eftes aberting it ; ( as for 
example, by miracles, wrought to 
rake avay all doubts-or ſcrupules 
againſt ir; or by the returne of fou- 
les from the other world, ro affure vs 
by their experience that we may fſa- 
tely rely vpon ſuch a rule, as ha- 
uving —_— them to Beatirude ) 
Ir can nor be denyed , but that 5t 
bath go-orher ſtrength, rhen that 
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«hichircomprehendeth vithinicſel- 
fe & carrierh in its owne bowels. And 
this ſtrength, ought, ro be no leſle 
then certainty and. vnanſvecrable- 
nefſe, if he intend that it $hall ſet- 
tleall doubts and quietr all fcruples 
in this aftaice; where it importerh 
eucry man to be cautious , inquilt- 
tive , daubrfull, and fcrupulous. ro 
the vimoſt,. For it his difoule be 
any.degree vader ccrtaine , it is bur 
robable: And, cuery' point that 1s 
t probable,the contrary of it may 
peraduenture be true ; And conſe- 
quencly ,all bare probable pointes, 
axe cirher falſe ,orclfe not knowne 
to be rrue; which is no berter then 
falfe, roa man that can not be ſaris- 
tycd vith lefle then an infallible ru- 
lexorely on. And therefoge ,rhe So- 
Cinian Can not ſatisfy a teafonable 


man, nor doth he giue a good ac- 


couat of himaſelfe , vnleſle he pro- 
feſle ro. demonſtrare; his affertions 
Ang nat onely. thoſe aflertions, whe- 
ren he, contradicterh. Scripture; 
bus alſo thoſe , wherein g. a” 


”Þ gw ww G#t=., aa, tB=, & at 


wm -. © GU 


2 eee os «6 adn Acc an AS ——_ A _ YY wo Mm 


OF REirGron. 205 
reech with it. For , ſeeing that 
riptore hath victh bum no turrher 
authority ,thenof being probable; 
all chathe gathererh there,camhanc 
nomore foxce then of being lik ew1- 
ſe probable ; and conſequently , ro 
make ir infallible, he muſt ſupport 
and Corroborate it with a demons 
ſtracion.  Bur-what I hanue alretdy 
fayd about demonſtration in rhis 
fubie@,willcoole our hopes in expec. 
ring arfy att the Socinians handes : 
Neither do' they +( as farreiag Lha- 
_ ne vnderſtood)) pretend there -vnto, 
There remainerh then,onely theln- 
dependents rule of attaining roBea- 
tirude, to-be diicufled, Whoſe pro- 
ceeding is certainely more allows 
ble,more tudicious, and more pious; 
then all the others that we haue 
hitherro looked ypon. For, he re- 
folueth his beliefe and graundeth 
his actions, wholy vpon him that 
can neither be deceived thimſelfe , 
nor deceine others. In this marter, 
be is not content with any leflc 
authority them Gods vord. 'Wharhe 
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finderh nor in Scriprure, belongeth 
not'to his Creede. Infine , hegi- - 


ueth Scriprure irs-true valew ; and 
he ſtxxckerh firmely ro it, as his ru- 
le. Bur if all rhis. may nor ſuſf- 
ce, vnleſſe he haue ſecurity of his 
reners out of Scripture ; 1 doubt he 
will haue a hard taske ro proue-them 
fufficient for ſaluation. | For, omitr- 
ting that he muſt be aſſured of the 
rexrs of Scripture which he maketh 
vic'of; that thoſe _ wordes which 
belong to! his purpoſe , are in the 
originall ;'thar/ rhe rranflation' he 
readeth, is not diſcrepanr fromthe 
originall, in as much as concerneth 
his rexr ( both which are impoſſ- 
ble ro be: knowne by ordinary Stic- 
klers in conrrouerhte ) 1 am perſua- 
ded it is much hardes ro demon- 
rate out of wordes the way to Bea- 
tirude , thenour of narurall prin- 
Ciples; if nor wholy impoſſible, The 
which, chough 1 vill uotherediſpu- 
te, (ir being largely handled by 
others ; and particulary by Maiſter 
Rushworth in his ſecond Dialogue) 
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yet 1 will crave leaue to repreſent 
ynto your Lordship how the preiu- 
dice of continuall experience, for, 
now att the leaſt 1600. yearcs., is 
ſtrong againſt the Independents va- 
dertaking. We know well , how 
during all . this tract of rime, there 
hath | {till bin (grear diſpuring our 
of Scriprure againſt ſundry moit im- 
portant propotitions; diucrs of them 
directly impugning our Sauiour 
himfelfe and his dignity and Gad- 
head ; for the ſertling whereof in 
mens. belicfes , ir appeareth chart a 
great part of the Scripture was writ- 
ten: And yer peraducnture, neuer 
a one of, them was euer conuinced 
and bearen downe. by Scripture:, or 
by any other meanes then by Tra- 
dition and by the rirle of poſleflion 
of the contrary Doctrine. And hall 
not the conſfiderationof this ſucceſle 
afrer fo: many atremprs , make vs 
yery/ doubrfull and 'a: fraid , thar 
nothing can be conuinced our of 
fole Scripture 2 1 haue heard ſome, 
who: hauc.cmployed their ſtudicsto 
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be exact in the controuctſy- about 
Scriptures being rhe rule of faih, 
£hallenge others thar: haue preten- 
dcd tohaue greateſt skillandinlighr 
za Scripture, to conuince our: of 
r-alone that there was bur one God 
(a point wherein all Chriſtians agrec) 
and tþcy:;could neuer xecciue {atis- 
faction init. The Ecclehfiaſticall to» 
ries informe vs , how the Arrians 
defended their denying of our Sau- 
iouts dwinity, by pregnant texts of 
$criprure ;z and. could not)be con- 
uinced., ocherwiſe then: by. Tradi- 
tion : And howir farcdinlike man- 
ner with ſundry .otbers. The very 
nature of wardes ; foſubict rodi- 
uccles.feules and-ynderftandinges-: 
The length of che Biblez whereby all 
ſortes of metaphores and improper 
manaers of ſpeaking do .occurre in 
it : And the. reiterating of the fa- 
me ſpeech , diuersly , in. divers oc | 
eaſtons-; Do:rander ic mainely;ful- 
itious, thatit ts impoſhble roma- 
= a demonſtration tor proofe and 
explication. of the true meaning of 
any 
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any paſſage in it, which great wit- 
tes haue engaged themſclues in cx- 
ar nog, ar contrary way: - And'the- 
refore, before a man can rationally 
zcly vpon Scriprure for-2 ſufficient 
rule. &- bring him .tro- Bearttude ; 
he muſt be. ſarisfycd -and connin- 
ced, that there is a meanes, whe- 
reby he. may certzinely know what 
is the ſcnſe of Scripture; and-how 
ke may /compaſte this meancs, For 
otherwiſe ; 'ald thac he drawethi our 
of Scripture , js. yncentaine ; And 
ne: lefle vacerraine it is , whither 
whar he hath drawne., be enough; 
or hither mogc be not nedeffary: : 
And in. a wosd' , he' remainerh 
| en-all. handes it perpetual: incer- 
titude, . | . 
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THE: XVIk CHAPTER. 
That Tradition is the onely mee 
. es. of conneying Chrifles 
' "docbrine to fucrceeding 
Eras . > 1. 


Oc the two wayes of conueying 
; Chriftes doQtrine. to Mankin- 


- 


de-in all ages( the firſt of which, 


is: by: writing'; and thar- we have 
bin hitherto ' xcfleting vpon ) the- 
re remaineth onely the latrer (which 


1s: by handing 'ir from one to af! | 
other ):to be conſidered, A dodrihe | 


ſaconueyed, implying thereby thar 


x hath beene in all ages; thar'is | 
ro ſay, in the vniuerſality of rime;; ; 
belongeth onely ro Catholikes, | 
ro lay clayme vnro it ; and onely | 
they who do ſo , may properly be | 
tiled Catholikes. Neither can it | 
be obieQted , that the Greekes may. | 
prerend it in ſuch rm of. faith | 


as they differ in from thoſe that 
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hue in communion with-the Roman 
See. Well may they; in matters 
of cuſtome-: But 'theſe are of ſuch 
a nature, as they may- haue bin dif- 
ferent in ſeuerall places , even atr 
the very origine of them 3 ithourt 
any incanuecniency att; all':: And 
conſcquently., in; different-places , 
there may haue-continued different 
practiſes , cuer- fince the. Apoſtles 
time:; - Bur [Jett vs examine more 
particularly whataduanragesorpre- 
rogattues,;this _ of-tranſmirting 
Chriſte's doerine from hand roband 
vntill. our /dayes, hath oner. the 're- 
tuing IT in Scriprure.! Firſt, we 
Shall: find thar ir hach 'the/prexo» 
gatiue ob Poſſeſſion:; All aduerſa- 
cies having: found 'the Carholike 
Church!i( our of which they broke} 
19a- quiere: cyedulity: thatber do» 
arite; was: fo: leſccnded ifromrho 
Apoſttes. \oNext, it: harh the prero3 
gatiue/of all the: approbation. and 
commendation - thar our- fathers 
con}dgine: 5:3 by: cthemſchues , by 
naps 

5 
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punizhe mens, { *harfocuer 
ele they could inuenr: for the con« 
tinuation of rt, It hath.a high firaj« 
ne of teſtifacation, aboue all thar is 
to be found in our titles ro land, 
inheritances , legacies ,; bargaines ; 
and+ all: orher morall zranfactions 
and. concernements '«hatfocuer,' by 
bath the ecftimony of all our ad- 
werſaries, to haue continued for a 
thouſand yeares, eucn in thoſe poin- 
tea wherein | they diffene from vs 
bur in all others wherein they agree: 
with vs, they allow. eur continuance 
from the very origiae of Chriſtiani- 
2k 50 ag it caniner be donbred; 
evenby our Aducrfaries confefion, 
bur:thar this way is capableof brin= 
ging doxnc truths. voto us: vacer- 
mptcd. Burt aboue all, ic hath the 
evidence of tyfadelivyin conveying 
eo] poſtericy- the :dodtrine of Salua» 
tion, by\the connexion'of one: age 
to. an other, Qut of this maxime ; 
Thas 1115 impoſſible, all farhersthrough 
ant the whole-world, should: conſpire 
i1a:deceine thein' Cbiliron fo: rm- 
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portant an affaire. For, this Maxi- 
me doth: fo connect the kngyledge 
of : euery . century'\, 'to ' what + was 
knowne in the century immediatly 
preceding 1 ; that ir is' impoſſible 
for amy error re-ctcope (in betwee- 
ne them. And the; nraxime it' fe}- 
| fejis as enidenvas any: that belon- 

geth ro Marhematikes :And fo much 
| morechearc theu any of thoſe, as 
perpernall:dayly practiſe; beareth 
vs inte the knowledge and 'conti- 
nuall view of it. | For; a& tio man 
| could doubr bur rhatthe brainesof 
| that perſon vere crafed',>who' eons 
vorfing with marcharits''vpon the 
Exchange in 'London ©, — 
| them {pcake' dayly of Patis® and 
of ' moneycs they remite thither-, 
| and'of letters. they receime from 
| thence; Should neverrhelcfie thinks 
| confidently there vert ng ſuch tow- 
| ne as Paris, becauſe he' was neue? 
there -him(ſelfe : So, much more , 
would he be held for + mad- man ; 
| thar living in England', and con- 
uerling wittrallfſorves ofpeople,rea- 

S it 
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ding theis; pookes .of all- kindes; 
heazing;their ſermons , conſider 
their layes and the change of ſome 
particular, ones. in matter of Reli- 
 gion,and:innumeraþle other parri= 
culars,, *hich ſpeake manitcitly how 
Catholike:Religzop had courſe im 
England - before :Henry the V1:11. 
changed ir ; shonld neuerthelefſe 
deny.it, becauſe ;he}iued not inthe 
time, when (that; Religion. vas-+pus 
blikely profefſed; Fort this caſe;the 
number ot witneſſes is:farre greater 
then jn theorber Now,» hen a mote 
of humaneprudence js ſo prevalence 
aone, as to-brand him with wanrob 
commonſenſe , wha shoud:nar'aſ. 
ſent to-vhat it induceth lt is a mani« 
feſt hgne of a conquering & axioma= 
ticall cuidence inthe propoſttionthat 
he should ſo deny.. And confequen- 
tly by;this diſcourſe; (applying into 
euery: age lince Chiilf's planting of 
his Church): the deſgcnr of Chrittian 
or Catholike Religion from: Chriſt, 
15-2S, euident as: any: Geometrical 
-demonſtration/yhatlpeuera 1.1115 
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One great prerogative more,l 
muſt nor omirr, that Tradition harh 
aboue / Scripture : which is, that 
Scripture is deliuercd in preciſe and 


determinate wordes ; whoſe ſenſe /\, 


1s-not ynderftood : But Fradirion,'is 
deliucred:in almoſt as many ſeueralt 
expreſſions ,as'there-be ſexterall per- 
ſons rhar deliver tr. So that, in Tra- 
dition, the ſenſe is conſtanr,though 
thewordes be- vneerraines Whictea 
in'a- ruth delivered” by writting” 
though the vordes be'agreed'ypon,; 
yer the meaning of them is difpu- 
ted of. And: therefore, Tecing ir is 
the meaning tharye areto'gonctne 
our actions. by ; and, rhat wordes; 
vithout meaning, are of noweight;. 
It is euidenr, rhar Traditionisarule, 
And that Scripture is none. 

Bur why do I troble your Lord- 
Ship with ſuch ſcrupulous balancing 
of theſe rules. one againſt the other; 
fince by my diſcourſe in excluding 
all former pretended rules, it ap- 

earech cuidently, thar if Tradition 
e ' not the lighr which Godjhath 
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hung out ro: his. Church: , whereby to 


know true dottrine from falſe;when _ _ 


he ſent bis Apoſtles ro-preach; and 
promiſed he would be vith: ther 
(that is , with. cheirpreaching,or with 
their ſucceffours in preaching) vn- 
nll che cad 'of the, world :'We may 
rrulyiconclade', thete is ne-lightos 
certainty: ro-guide bis Church by. 
Which is. as- much iro- fay ,as; that 
when.he had built the, vorld for. men; 
CRY be aria named ans 
cs. requiice fog their. narura 
Gull life in this world ; he failed 
and miftooke in the maine and chief 
nd forxbich-he had continued: all 
there | | 
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"THE XVII, CHAPTER. 


Againſt the epinion of ſame. deuie 
nes that placeTradrtion in the 
conſent of fathers that have 
Written #n their ſeuerell ages: 
and againſt forme ime other” opt- 

. ions of partunlar dewines, As 

- 4hſo againſt Natarali wakes. and 
SOciniaphe | 

L 127, y Bir 1103 5 
am-not cancion char ambii , 

& cre ighorm deuines ,] py - 
they acknowledge Tradition t5'be 
the rule of faith(for wvithourdving: 
ſo they (could not be! Riled'Catho- 
likes } is ; rhey place Tradirion-itv 
the' conſent of farhers gooey all 
ages. Bur 1 conceive! I-$hall rior 
wrong/them {if T ſay that it doing 
rhus thoyconſfider onely theinſehyes, 
«nd nor theChurch;which iscompos 
fed of all-fortes-and' of all degrees, 
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ergoringe ; ſimple and wiſe; learned 
vnlearned. For no man is fo 
weake, asnot to ſee, that it were a 
wilder arrant, to ſend the commo- 
nalty of Chriſtians , to the. multi- 
rude of fathers for their faith; then 
roremirtthem to the Scriptures; Ir 
car. not be doubted , bur that: the 
rule of fanb,, muſtþe ſomevhar xi- 
thin the peoples kenning, All ſortes 
of perſons are capable okdiſcerning 
whirher,or no,they arc inthe put like 
communion bf rtofe who profeſle 
they haue recciucd their doctrine by 
a continued ſ{cquele of teachers ſuc- 
e6dingoone:ah others Bur, for flue 
Digger tathers, ar-Scriprure;; the 
vaiygrſalityof menkinde,, wanterh 
tos the-moſi; pars capacity , talents, 
ang)eifurd.And no:{mall diffienity 
vill be; added ro:this r25ke., by oud 
4duexſarics: endeauonring. all they 
GaN; 19: caſt a miſt befaxc imens cycs, 
andag oþſfute vhpyodic lfeismati 
Cleateihtake therefore! the-conofeur | 
ob fachers, to be a-confitmarion; and | 
a toſtizpbny. to lgatnediman, of the 
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Tradition that is delinercd by hafn- LE 
des: bur not to be rhe ſabſtance of | 
Tradition : which of irs nature mi- i 


ghr have bin (if ſo-God had pleaſed). | 
and yould haue maintained its vri- / | 
Shaken & invincible force; though ' i 
there had bit} neither weitinges of ” 3 
fathers;, nor Scriptore. | 4 


Othets , {erme ro thinke, that | 
ſome points of ftirhiare:knowne by | 
Tradition(or,as they call irby the [' 
vireritten wore) towitt,, thofeivhe- | 
reof rhey find nor ſufficient! proofe ; 
| In Scripture: butithat forthe maine 
| ones), 'we are to hage! tecourſe ro? . 
| Scripture! Now-for-rcheſe;-Þ admire” 

att tie loofeneffeof theirdifcourſe; 
when thoy: aHow Tradiriorn 'to/ giwe 
affurance: of thofepoinrevywhictrare' 
the ontmoſt;; and witicÞcars noCbe' 
knbyne! without 'rhe formoery atid' 
= vill nor hire former: robe” 

novne by the ſame Tradition: Ant 
therefore 1 —_— bur-a mi- 
ſtake inq rheiv deliveringo rhefniſe-" 
| uwesjamdithatrtheip meaning is; that 
all poimteraroknowme byTradirionj 
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but ſome,-nor onely by tradition, 
but by Scripture roo. Andit is cui- 
denx, that all rhcy who referre vnto 
Tradition , rhe knowing thar Scrip- 


_ ture is the vord of God; and that - 


this booke is'the Canon' of 'Scrip/ 


rure.; muſt needes relate all cer- 
tainty of faith, ro'Tradition ; cuen 
of what they thinke they demon- 
ſtrare our of Scripture. 


- Orhier 'deuines there be, who! 


adde ro Tradition, ſome-power of 


revealing new verities.. to (the: 


Church. Burt cuen they themſclues 
doconfefſe thar:the knowing thar 


there is ſuch a power, muſt rely tt-c 


nally ypon Tradition.” And then, 


ſceing itis a point not fullyreſolued 


of among /our {clues 1 conceiuc.it 


is not factto prefie/it,ypon thoſe vbo: 
haue yer reluctance in- digeſting {0' 


' much as15 reſolucggof, and is cui- 
dently rrue. 
- The reaſon; why I hauc 'mentio- 


ned theſe opinions of ſome parricis! 
lar$enines; is; becauſe I deſire that: 


your Lordship should ſec that the 
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 you$hould 
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way wherein vewalke, is not onely a 
plaine. and a ſmoorh one; bur an 
eaſy one- to be found our : which it 
would not appeare vnto you to be, if 

bf obliged ro what theſe 
men would impoſe. By my excep- 
tions againſt which , aswell as our of 
what 1 haue formerly eftablished; 
I conceiue I may Cafly conclude, 
That all Catholthes, do take Traai- 


#10n ,for the laſt rule , #nte Frick ihe 


certainty of all particular artichs o 

faith, is to bg reſolued. | 

_ Now,vere my.taske performed; & 
Tradition ſctt in the throne of com<- 
manding Chriſtian beliefe ::Did not 
theNaruraliſt and rhe Socinian, with 
iointe forces , endeauour to pol- 
ſeſle Reaſon,of thatchaire:Alleaging, 
how Reaſon is the nature of man; the 
ſole power in him,that can giue con- 
ſcar to any thingpropoſedvnto himz 
And therefore,in ſpight of all Ihaue 
{aid, muſt be Queene and comman- 
derclle both of his belicfe and of 
his aRions. Burt when they obie& 
this ro me , they do not confider,how 

T ij 
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I hauc beene all this while labou- 
ring to dozneflic&thar which: they 
require. For , what hath all my dit- 
- courſe leyelled arr, but to shew, 
that reafon obligeth vs to ground 
pur belicfe vpor' Tradition 2 So 
that 1 profefle Tradition hath no 
force ro command dcliefe, valeſle 
Reafon tell vs*ſo much; and as it 


were deliuer ys vp toTradition. Rea- 
fa ww @& ol. 


on icncilh ye. it is fire roheligne © 


akngoving teacher or direQour, in 
a matter wherein ones ſelfe is igno- 
tant, She rclleth vs , that she her- 
ſelfe hath nor principles and mea- 
Ncs , Vithour belecuing ſome rea- 
cher ,to giue vs certaine informa- 
tion of the tate of our ſoule in the 
next world, and of the wayes in 
this whereby Beatirude is a: ob- 


Ttaincd, She relleth ys , that Tra- 
dition hath deriueg this knowledge 
from a Maſter vho was well aflured 
of it 3 and that she containeth wi- 
thin her ſelfe , aſtrengrh of infalli- 
bility, co reach'vs without miſtake 
what she learned of him. And So, 


p 
] 
| 
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Reaſon concludeth, that vemuſthar= 
ken to Tradition }, and follow that 
cule. Elfe'she renounceth vs , 'and 
proteſtech ve goe againſt her ſen- 
timents ; that is, 'we do-yhreaſo- 
nably. Will nor this ſatisfy any 
man that profeſfſeth ' to follow the 
condu& of Reaſon + Ygg 1 villſiy 
more : Lett cirher Naturaliſt, or So- 
Cinian,, produce 'rrue Reaſon { that 
is, demonſtration ) againſt any thing 
rhar is arreſted by Tradirion; and 
vill graunt him , ve ought to lea- 
ve Tradition and follow reaſon. 
Bur, if reaſon could do that , it 
vould not affert and mainraine the 
Infallibility of Tradition. Ir is not 
therefore rrue reaſon , bur defeCti- 
ue and Topicall eflayes, and flashes 
of wirt, which theſe men produce, 
and vpon which they rely : that is, 
vpon a broken recdec ; whoſe fplin- 
rers'( as the Scriprure telleth vs } 
vill gore them that leane vpon it. 

Yer is it not my intention , by 
rhis diſcourſe to perſuade yourLord- 
Sip rhac it-is impoſlible , dance rhe 

T uij 
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myſteries of Chriſtian faich haue 
been revealed, to-reach by the hel- 
pe of faich-ynto the demonſtration 
of revealed truths ; ſo as, nature be 
firſt ducly vnderſtood. 1 knov, the 
xordes in which our faith is deli- 
uered , ought ro be explicated by 


naturall: dgfnitions, 1 am ſure, that ' 


by the, knowledge ve haue of God 
by naturall ſciences (as, that heis 
a ſpirit; that he is immurable;zand the 
like) ve come to know , that many 
vordes and expreſſions deliuered of 
bim in Scripture, are to be vnder- 
ſtood as ſpoken Mertaphorically : 
And the like of angels, and all 
ſpiricuall ſubſtances. 1 know that 
Man's f:eevill, is a natutall thing; 
and that by Philoſophy and Loo- 
king into our ſelues,we may come to 
vnderſtand whatijr is ; and tharout 
of the right. or wrong cxplicationof 
it , grear and noble truths may be 
diſcouered; and. ,as great and fou]e 
errors incurred. I know,that termes, 
once righily'vnderſtood, muſt of nc- 
cellity haue connexion among 


aw 
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themſelues; and that we do notloo- 
ſe our vnderſtanding, as ſoone as we 
apply it to faith; And thereftore,may 
make legitimate conſequences our 
of faith and narurall principles ioy- 
ned together. Il know, thedoing of 
this, is expeC&ed from Deuincs; is 
commended tothem by S-Paul ; the 
example of ir is giuen them by rhe 
fathers; is profeſled by the Princes 
of our ſchoolemen; and, that con- 
ſequently , there can nor be a grea- 
ter irrationality , then for a Diuine 
to ſay there can be no demonſtra- 
tion in Diuinirty. Which yere , in 
effe&; ro ſtile himſelfe a profeſiour 
of Diuinity 3 and art the ſame ti- 
meto profeſſe there is no ſuch {ci- 
ence as Diuiniry. For , whatſocuer is 
deliuered as Divinity , and is net- 
cher demonſtration, nor the way to 
it; Y; not onthy edle' gatrulity ; but 
profane and temerarious contami- 
nation of our holy Chriſtian faith. , 

Bur my Lord , I perceiue niy veake 
boate is fliding apace, beforel am 
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aware, into a ſea too rough and toy 
dangetous for 'me roſteere a ſteady 
courſe in. It isrime forme to rake 
inmy failcs , and to lett fall an an- 
-chor. 1 pretend nor co learning: 
much Wa tobe knoving in Diuin- 
xy. The yatious courſesjn the world 
alin my ſeucrall employments and 
fortunes bauc caſt me vpon, haur 
not allowed merime nor meanes to 
ſtore my minde as 1 would with 
knox1lcdge andolide literature, If 
L have. acquired any thinne fſprin- 
kling in any of the partes of natu- 
zall learning , lovc it co my misfor- 
runes , and to the revolutions of 
my country cauling rhem ; that have 
condemned me to {uch a manner 
of living, asif I should nor conuer- 
{evith bookes , and employ my ti- 
me in ſome ſtudy, it ould þeco- 
me burthenfome and inſupporrable 
tome. And then ,fince my ftudy is 
chicfly for my cnterrainementr ;you 
may eaſily conceive that my appli- 
cationoof it, bath big vpon ſuch lub- 
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lets as 1 haue beene moſt willing-to 
be informed of... To ſee vhither 
che Immortality of -the ſoule may 
be demonſtrated by reaſon, or no, 
hath bin a maine one among them: 
And then , having found farisfac- 
tion cherejn; and by folloving of 
my principles, having diſcouercda 
new world in that region where $he 
liuerh, when the body isdead ;;and 
<cring there ſuch amazing conſi- 
derations of weale or woe, reſulrin 
our of the guidance of ones lifeand 
actions inthis vorld , as vould rouſc 
the leepieſt perſon aline:to be very: 
ſolicitous what courſche caketh he- 
re;I do not deriy, but thar ir hath 
made me more inquifriue,then per- 
aduenrture, Ishould otherwiſe hauec 
bin ,inro whar- rulc and guide may 
ſecurea'man in his Jorney thirher, 
For withour ſuch huely ftircers Ps 
it is not vnlikely bur rhat Imig 
haue contented my ſelfe with wal- 
king dully'and implicitcly in rhe 
v2y that my birth and education had 
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fert me in. Thus, My lord, I haue 
gleaned ſo much of Philoſophy, and 
haue caſt an eye ſo farre into Dini- 
nity ;as I haue judged neceſſary for 
my ovne prinarte vſe. In theſe few 
Sheeres, yon haucan eſſay of rhe li- 
tle 1 know inccither. If iv may prove 
as vſcfull ro'you, as 1 concciue ir 
hath done to me;1I were much roo 
blame ,if I did nor impart it ro you, 
vnto vhom 1 haue long fince giuen 
an equall share 'and power with my 
felfe, in all that is mine. For beſides 
your excellent partes in'all kindes, 
{as 'vell the more gentle and rhe 
vinning'ones +, as the ſtrong ones) 
that make you. highly cſtcemed and 
honored by all thoſe who know you; 
your particular kindenefle and 
frendship to me, requireth a part 
culat rerurne of affetion from me.1 
can nor exprefle ir berter, then by 
confidently imparting to you, my 
priuateſt thoughrs ; which as they 
are the pleafingeſt I euer had; ſo ſee- 
me they to me, the yſcfulleſt. Such 
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as they are, you haue them here. 
You vill not deny them a welcome, 
for his ſake, who reuly loucth you, 
and 1s, 
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THE APPROBATION OF 
the Dottors of Diuinity of the 
Faculty of Paris. | 


HIS ſmall, but learned treati- 

ſe, entitled, 4 diſcowrſe con- 
cerning Infalltbilty in Religion ; 
full of ſublime. & Chriſtian trurhs , 
expreſſed cuen beyond the expedta- 
tion of what. hutnane karguage 
could aftord ; doth clearely shew 


how Grace is engrafred vpon Natu-: 


re, that is, how the Diuine & re- 
uealed tenets of our Catholike 
Church, are framed to heighten, ag 
moſt connaturall to, the light of rea= 
ſon ; whereby to raiſe our ſoules td 
Bore celefitalt firatnie'of Touc & 
Sic effer putt n#ture could 

ave attained yneo:' Toſay , it con- 
caine's nothing, in relation to faith, 
not Catholique ; In reference to 
manners , not Chriſtian ; were to 
diſcount from the worke's deſert : 
Ic being an cuident conuiftion of 
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" the cuer inuiolable & permanent 


ſubſiſtence of them borh in the vni- 
nerſallyvnited Rowan Church : De- 
monſtraring withall, the falſe foun- 
dations. of the Presbyterian conlt- 
ſtory , of the Socinianratiocination,, 
of rhe Independenrs privar. Spirit ,. 
& of the erroneous , or rather. no: 
grounds or principles of rhe late: 
particular Englisb- Proteſtans; Sehif- 
maticall. Synag - Lerc it they 
þee {ere ypone a candleſticke by pu-/ 
blike- prine, & giue light: roall is: 
readers ;: thar it's 3% rey may! 
loudly ſpeake it's Aurhour'svnfpea- 
keablc worth & learrng? And wee: 
_ urs of Diuimitic ofrche Facul- 
ty: of Paris , by Signing here vt, 
dots poorer Sag, ns." nor;our 
approbation.. Pansxbe 28/Novembs 
$6{do: ff 1152 fy or 753H09 
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HE Printer entreateth thoſc 

& whoshalltake rhe paines ro rea- 
de this diſcourſe, that they will be 
pleaſed ( beforethey do fo ) ro cor- 
re& ſome errors, in the manner as 


15 intimated hereafter. Orhers of | 
lefle importance { as , the miſtake | 


fomerimes of a letter in a word; or 
the putring io vordes ſo ncere to- 


ſerer as'it rhey were bur one; or | 


me failing in Orthograpby , or 
fomme- mitſe-pointing)- that will 
nor perplecxe 5 ſenſe, to aty caſy 
refleftion ; he ſubmirrerh ro rhcir 
courteſy ro pardon. Which he doub- 
rerh nor” þut they: will be fanou- 
bly induced ro: do, when they $hall 
confider thar rhe:compoſer/and'the 
correQtor of the preſle for this pic- 
ce, are Strangers.to'the rongue it 
is written 1n:and that they wrought 
not yvpon the originall ; bur vpon 
ſuch a coppy, as having deſcended 
by ſcuerall tranſcriptions, and paſ- 


ſcd through ſundry handes , fell in 
the cnd 
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the end caſually into mine:who durſt 
not aduenture to haue recourſe to 
the Author forhis aſſiſtance herein, 
leaſt he Should haue hindered the 
publisbing ( as bitherro he hath do- 
ne) of what 1s ſo much delired and 
ſought after by all thoſe who haue 
heard of ir. 


—— 
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